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Preface 

T his book forms a companion to In Georgian 
Times and the other volumes in the series. 
Owing to the vastness of- the subjeet, it has 
been found impossible to include a section dealing with 
the literature of the period, but a separate volume on 
tins point w’ill be included in the series Gi-eat Names in 
Ejiglish Literature, now- in course of preparation. 

Among the more important books which I have used 
for reference and other purposes are the following : 
Molesw'orth’s History of England ; Letters of Queen 
Victoria ; M‘Carthy’s Histoj'y of Our Oran Times ; Greville’s 
Memoirs ; Campbell’s Lives of the Lord Chancellors ; 
Morley’s Life of Cohdcn ; Trevelyan’s Life of Blight ; 
Fronde’s Life of Beaconsfield; Moneypenny’s Life of 
Benjamin Disraeli; Slorley’s Life of Gladstone; Barrj’^ 
O’Brien’s Life of Parnell ; Boulger’s Life of Gordon ; 
Butler’s Life of Gordon ; Gordon's Letters ; Forbes’ Life 
of Havelock ; Blaikic’s Life of Livingstone ; Sir Lewis 
Jlichell’s Life ofEhodes; Life of Lord Lister, bvT. Wrench ; 
Sir Edward Cook’s Life of Florence Nightingale ; A. C. 
Benson’s Life of D. G. Bossetii ; Life of G. F. Walls, 


1 



8 In Victorian Times 

by Mary Watts; Edwin Hodder’s Life of the Earl of 
Shaftesbury ; Life and Letters of Newman, by Anne 
Mozley; Francis Darwin’s Life and Letters of Charles 
Darwin ; and Forty-One Years in India, by Lord Roberts. 
All these are to be recommended to the student desiring 
fuller details than are possible in the present volume. 

EDITH L. ELIAS 



Contents 

PHASE I— THE KINGSHIP 
William the Fourth .... 
Victoria ...... 

PHASE II— THE STATE 
Lord Brougham ..... 
Sir Robert Peel ..... 
Lord Palmerston .... 

Benjamin Disraeli, First Earl of Beaconsfield 
Richard Cobden . 

John Bright ..... 
William Ewart Gladstone 
Charles Stewart Parnell 

PHASE III— EMPIRE-BUILDING 
Sir Henry Havelock .... 
Lord Lawrence ..... 
General Charles George Gordon 
Cecil J. Rhodes . 

Earl Roberts . . . . • 

9 


PAO* 

13 

20 

30 

39 

48 

56 

66 

75 

83 

94 ' 

101 

109 

li6 

125 

134 



lo In Victorian Times 

PHASE IV— I^^VENTIO^^ DISCOVERY, AND 


SCIENCE 

TAf'C 

George, Stephenson . . . . ,148 

David Livingstone . . . . .156 

Charles Darwin . . . . . ,1(55 

Lord Lister . . . . . .173 

PHASE V— RELIGION AND PHILANTHROPY 

John Henry Newhan, Cardinal . . .182 

' Charles Haddon Spurgeon .... 191 

Antont' Ashley Cooper, Seventh Earl of Siiaftesdury , ' 197 
Florence Nightingale ..... 202 

PHASE VI— THE FINE ARTS 

J. M. W. Turner 213 

Dante Gabriel Rossetti. .... 221 

G. F. Watts ...... 228 



List of Illustrations 


Queen Victoria . 

• 

. Fronthpitcc 

PAGE 

Sir Robert Peel 

• 

40 

Benjamin Disraeli 

• 

56 

Richard Cobden 

• 

66 

John Bright 

• 

76 

William Ewart Gladstone 

• 

. • 84 

Charles Stewart Parnell 

■ • 

. 96 

General Gordon . . . 

• 

. . 1 16 

Cecil Rhodes 

• 

. . 126 

Earl Roberts 

• 

. 134 

George Stephenson 

• 

. . 148 

Lord Lister 

• 

.174 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

. 

. 192 

The Earl of Shaftesbury 


198 

Florence Nightingale . 

. 

, ; ^ 202 

J. M. W. Turner . . . 

• ■ 

^ . 214 

Dante Gabriel Rossetti 


■ V ■ 222 


II 



William the Fourth 15 

Much of William’s early life had been spent in the Navy, 
where he had acquu-ed a bluff, pleasant heartiness, more 
suited to the masculine eompany on board ship than to 
the drawing-rooms of a roj'al palace. But though he 
blmidered he meant well, and the few superior folk in- 
clined to curl a lip at his hank delight m his new position 
were forced to admit he was anxious to please and good- 
natiu’ed in the small, revealing deeds of life. He had a 
warm, affectionate heart, and he was a loyal friend. 
Kingsliip enchanted him, but it did not make liim forget 
his old acquaintances, nor did it lead lum into the folly 
of pretending an indifference about things which every one 
could see he enjoyed. His honesty and his bluffness won 
him many friends. He was too frank to make a good 
enemy, for the enmity that is without some touch of 
subtlety lacks stumdus and is apt to fade away; and 
certainly King MMliam was not subtle. 

Tlius in spite of his commonplace character the new 
king formd a firmer footing in the coimtry than a more 
ambitious monarch might have won. The nation looked 
for nothing dazzling from liim, either in intellect or in ad- 
ministration. Being satiated with the follies of the last 
monarch, they were well content to endme mediocrity 
in a sovereign who was neither vicious nor despotic. 

In the matter of politics the new king declared he was 
an “ old Whig.” By this he meant to say that though he 
inclined toward some change he was by no means ready 
to go to extremes. His methods of progress were eurifajs 
After taking one step in the direction of reform he would 
take two backward, so that though he appeared (/> fif- 
going foruurd, in realitj- he was travelling in the opr^sifx' 
Avay. In his ministers he found small comfort. T/k- 
Tories were continually preaching to him to keep a f'lnn 
hand upon the people lest the fate Avhich had ovcrUihri 
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Phase I — The Kingship 

WILLIAM THE FOUETH 

" The King’s good nature, simplicity, and affability to all about 
him are certainly very striking, and in his elevation he does not forget 
any of his old friends and companions. He was in no hurry to take 
upon himself the dignity of King, nor to throw off the habits and 
manners of a country gentleman ." — Greville’s JIemoirs 

T he death of George the Fourth in 1S30, •\vithout 
any heirs, put the crown of England on tlie head 
of Iiis brothel', William the Fourth, Avho Ai'as then 
sixtj’--five years of age. The event was so unexpected 
that GrcAdlle declares the new king nearly went “mad 
with joy.” As the third son of George the Third, it had 
Seemed higlily improbable that he would ever be able to 
call himself king. But George the Fomth’s only child, 
the Princess Charlotte, died in 1817, and his brother, 
Frederick Augustus, Duke of York, who died in 182 », 
Avas AAnthout children, so that the sccjitre Avas thus 
tlirust into the A'cry eager hands of the next brothei, 
William. 

At sixty-five William AAas not too old lo enjoy the 
possession of poAver and Jill its trajipings. When lus 
coronation took jilacc in 1831 it AA'as a gorgeous .an 
glittering shoAV. Macaulay aa'us an onlooker, and ca cn iis 
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colour-deligliting eye was dazzled by the spread of 
magnificence. “No pageant,” he says in one of his 
letters, “ can be conceived more splendid. . . . Our 
gallery was immediately over the great altar. The whole 
vast avenue of lofty pillars was directly in front of us. 
At eleven the guns fired, the organ struck up and the 
procession entered. I never saw so magnificent a scene. 
All down that immense vista of gloomy arches there was 
one blaze of scarlet, and gold. First came heralds in coats 
stiff with embroidered lions, unicorns, and harps ; then 
nobles bearing the regalia, with pages in rich dresses 
carrying then coronets on cushions ; then the Dean and 
Prebendaries of Westminster in copes of cloth of gold ; 
then a crow'd of beautiful girls and w'omen, or at least 
of girls and women who at a distance looked altogether 
beautiful, attending on the Queen. Her train of pxnple 
velvet and ermine was borne by six of these fair creatures. 
All the great officers of state in full robes, the Duke of 
Wellington with his Marshal’s staff, the Duke of Devon- 
shire with liis wiiite rod. Lord Grey mth the Swwd of 
State, the Chancellor with his seals came in procession. 
Tlien all the Royal Dukes with their trains borne behind 
them, and last the King leaning on two Bishops. I do 
not, I dare say, giye you the precise order, the whole abbey 
was One blaze of gorgeous dress mingled with lovely 
faces.” 

In the midst of this gaiety William trod with a happy 
heart. But his elevation did not bring him elegance ; 
and though he wore the crown, his movements were clumsy 
and his bearing awku^ard. The Queen played her part 
TOth grace and ease, Her mamiers w'ere as perfect as 
William’s were unpolished. Her features w-ere so plain 
that she was almost ugly, yet she w'as queenly in carriage 
and gesture. , . ■ , 
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Louis the Sixteenth should be repeated in England. The 
advanced Whigs, on the other hand, were just as persistent 
in pointing out that the country had set its heart upon 
reform and would be contented with nothing less. Be- 
tween the two, William began to find that though the 
crown glittered and was golden it was inset with thorns. 
In moments of ease he was ready to oblige the Whigs,- and 
to comfort the people by showing himself ready to extend 
their power ; but when the phantom of the guillotined 
Bang of France arose to scare him, he was as obstinate 
in his opposition to change as ever his father, George the 
Third, had been. 


^ In this manner the monarch floated on through the first 
eighteen months of his reign, never quite comfortable in 
liis mind about the crisis which every one could see would 
soon come to a head. Good-natured King William hoped 
for the best, by which he really meant he hoped things 
would remain as they were. But the current was too 
strong for hhn, and soon he saw his hopes of mildness 
ashed into pieces. For more than a century there had 
been a steady growth in the belief that the government of 
Uie country should be built upon the ivishes of the people. 

e ay of a divinely appointed ’ king was already over, 
an now the sceptre of the aristocracy was in danger. 
Croat landoAvners were no longer considered the only men 
of Tu country. For many years the families 

well-born had played a leading part ; 
! ^ company of kings. Often enough their 

G a een good and helpful, but it had never in any 
ense represented the nation at large. It had worked well 
^ people had been Avilling to remain 

refi-ivrl cf those who had been brought up to 

them ^ natural inheritance. But recently 

had been a change in the country. . The develop- 



tHc 

ment of trade bad acted like -jir-r 

mind. Men no longer TvanteJ 1/2 b. > " ■ 

govern, or at any rate to bar-- ‘ ^ , 

should govern. Inconsequr^eer4-£^.',l? " V ' 
classes had begun to take deS.-^ ' 

voteless cities and toniis earn-'- a 

that in the government of the . 

must have a share. 

King William listened unea-;-- 
been half in love Avith reform. 'RH iC"’ -• 

made him beat a hast 3 r, 

for firm groimd he realized in hit 

had taken place in the rektir^R^RR;^ JV/' " 

the nation ; nevertheless he ' ' ' - - 

liimself to the new cireumstan<y-' ^ 

The chiefreason for this vaatrRr.. ^ . 

duetothegrowthofthenjiddleeRR''‘l?"' ' 

maclunery had given birth to aRR/'’'* ' " 

the population was now doj/;.' ' 
prosperity came a class of ' '• - -■ ' ! 

in wealth far above the rea/^-fj 7/ ■, 

below those great knuUes who - b ' " ; 

as the natural guardians of the k^CfR' / 

middle class began to make '• ’ ' ' 

What the middle class now dRjV'- , 
vote. The King was not favomRlTR ' 'V, .. 

advanced Wliigs pressed hornr-thR' "'^' ^ 

William was still unwilling to 
the prospect of a revolution ma/h- ^ ' 

to the lords who were with hUn’'iT' ' ' 

the people must have their vipJJ' '7 }^" ' 
meant that the Reform Rill mijyf V - 

Thus within two years of his 
self swept along in a current whl^lR’ 2 - 

b'-.- 
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could ^Nutlistand. After the crisis was passed he accepted 
the outcome with philosoplucal good-humour, wisely de- 
termining to leave problems alone and to get as much 
enjoyment as he could out of the very wonderful experi- 
ence of being a king. ' His change of front gave great relief 
to his chief ministers, who had been kept in extreme anxiety 
by his obstinacj’-, fearing lest a revolution should really 
take place through the King’s bhndness to the intensity of 
the feeling in the countiy. 

A sovereign willing to accept an inevitable change in a 
spirit free from bitterness w'as exactly the kind of monarch 
England needed at the moment ; and once Xing William 
had brought himself to the pitch of agreeing with the 
country, the nation and sovereign came into harmony. 
The leaders of reform were vigorous and determined, and 
though very desirous of upholding monarchy, they were 
firmly resolved to bring monarchy under popular control. 
Thus was passed one of the greatest laws in our land, 
the Reform Bill of 1832, by which for the first time in 
history the middle classes got a vital share in the govern- 
ment of the country. 

"^e year of the Reform Bill marks a great crisis in 
William’s reign. After the passing of the Bill the King 
never again played an important part in politics, but 
TOntented himself with the smaller duties of a monarch. 
He Avas always kind and pleasant in his relations with 
eve^ one, and those who saw liim often found a good deal 
to ke in him, in spite of his coarseness and his want of 
tact. His enthusiasm for life wns so keen that no one 
could be near him without catching the infection, and the 
Lourt was never dull. To the end of his life William was 
a ways alive to the pleasures of sovereignty, and w’hen he 
died in 1837, if he left behind no trail of gi-eat deeds done, 
nc lelt an impression of zest that not even the tofis of 
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Lord Jlelbournc proved hiinsclf no less wise than King 
Leopold. His respectful, fatherlj’^ manner won the heart 
of the yoimg sovereign, and genuine affection very soon 
sprang up between them. Soon after her accession 
Victoria wote to ICing Leopold : “ Let me pause to tell 
3 'ou how fortunate I am to have at the head of the Govern- 
ment a man like Lord I\Ielboiu-nc. . . . The more I see 
him, the more eonfidence I have in him ; he is not onlj’- a 
clever statesman and an honest man, but a good and a 
kmd-hearted man, whose aim is to do his duty for his 
countiy and not for a party. He is of the gi-eatcst use to 
me both politieallv and private!}'.” This good feeling 
and esteem never lessened, and eleven years later Queen 
Vietoria wrote sadly to her uncle : “ You will grieve to 
hear that our good, dear, old friend jMelbournc is djdng.” 

The bm’st of enthusiasm which had marked the acces- 
sion of Victoria did not grow fainter with time. Hei" 
earnest desire to be of use to her people was so plainl}' 
sincere that soon she was queen of all hearts. This 
affection was strengthened bythc happiness of her marriage, 
which took place early in 1840. Too often royal marriages 
admit of little love, but even here Queen Victoria was a 
fortunate sovereign. It was suggested in 1839 that she 
should meet Prince Albert of Saxc-Coburg-Gotha with a 
view to an alliance. Prince Albert was her cousm, and 
he had already stayed at Kensington Palace. Tlic two 
were very good friends, and the Queen was quite vailing 
to entertain her cousin, but she was equally determined 
not to be forced into a distastefid marriage. To the King 
of the Belgians she ■wrote franldy : “ Though all the re- 
ports of Albert are most favourable, and though I have 
little doubt I shall like him, still one can never answer 
beforehand for feelings, and I may not have the feeling 
for him which is requisite to ensure happiness.” Early 
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I am sure that very few have more real good will and more real 
desire to do what is fit and right than I have " — Queen Victoria's 
Journal, 20th June 1837 

D uring the latter part of the reign, of William the 
Fourth it had been generally recognized that he 
■would be succeeded by his young niece, Victoria, 
the daughter of George the Third’s fourth son, Edward, 
Duke of Kent. There was, however, another claimant to 
the throne. Ernest, Duke of Cumberland, the fifth son 
of George the Third, protested that the cro'wn should 
be his, on the gi’ound that the male succession should be 
observed first. Public opinion was ■very strong against 
such a suggestion. As the daughter of the fourth son of 
George the Third, Victoria had a better claim than her 
uncle, and, though a woman, there was nothing in English 
law to forbid her the sceptre. The throne therefore became 
hers, while to the dissatisfied Duke fell the sovereignty of 
Hanover, which since 1714 had belonged to the English 
Crown. 

This arrangement was doubly satisfactory to England. 
She did not want to keep Hanover, and she did not like 
the Duke. There had always been a strong national 
suspicion that the interests of Hanover were too much 
considered, and the Duke of Cumberland, "vvith his rude, 
overbearing manners and his jealousy of the new queen, 
was well spared from a. country that held lum in no 
affection. Thus when Victoria stepped to the throne 
she found a clear path before her. The nation was still 


20 



Victoria 2 r 

pluming itself over the refomis it had carried through 
under Williani, and it -was thoroughly prepared to adore 
and serve the young queen. William had not been a great 
king, but he had been popular -sTith his subjects, and he 
had lifted the kingsliip from the ignominy into which it 
had fallen imder George the Fourth. It was now Wctoria’s 
opportunity' to give it dignity’ and lustre. 

She imdertook her task very’ bravely. In her diary’- she 
wrote simply' : “I shall do my’ utmost to fulfil my duty 
towards my’’ country. I am very’ ymung, and perhaps in 
many', though not in aU things, inexperienced, but I am 
sure that very* few have more real good-will and more real 
desire to do what is fit and right than I have.” Thus 
she made reigning from the first a serious business, and 
the habits of ymuth remained Tvith her throughout her life. 
Plunged into public service before she had time to form 
foolish ideas about the pleasures of office, she grew up very 
much in earnest about her position, and devoted herself 
to the task of government as devotedly’ and as imtiringly 
as the man who follows out the profession of his choice. 

At her accession the Queen was but eighteen, and though 
she had been splendidly' trained by' her mother, the 
Duchess of Kent, she had seen very’ little of Court life, much 
to the aunoy’ance of her uncle. King William, who had 
reproached the Duchess bitterly on this very point. But 
the Duchess of Kent was not a woman to be intimidated 
even by* a sovereign. She had seen enough of the English 
Court under George the Fourth to realize that its influence 
might for ever harm a young girl, and she firmly refused 
to allow her daughter the liberty that William demanded 
she should have in view of her title to the throne. So 
the Princess had remained in Kensington Palace, more 
or less cut off from Die circle which hovered round the 
King, hut carefully surrounded by wise teachers and 
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guardians, to -whose training she later on owed much of 
her success as a queen. 

Victoria had a quick mind and a keen intelligence. 
She was quite -willing to be taught by those she held in 
esteem, but she had also a point of -view of her own, and 
once she had made up her mind she was in the right, 
nobody could move her from her decision. She astonished 
her first ministers by her dignity and her self-possession, 
and though she confesses in her diary that during some of 
her early inter^dews she was shaken with nervousness, she 
let nothing of her fears appear in her manner, -which was 
invariably dignified and correct. Her letters and journals 
reflect very clearly this mixture of docility and decision. 
Toward those whom she loved and respected she showed 
herself a -winsome, affectionate gu'l ; but any one who 
roused her anger found her an imperious, implacable 
queen. This assumption of dignity grew -with years, 
and made her particularly dishke anything flippant or 
ribald. Once when she was entertaining some guests, she 
noticed that- some of those sitting at the end of the table 
were laughing very heartily. She inquu-ed what the story 
had been, and very sheepishly a foolish anecdote was 
repeated. “ We are not amused,” said the Queen, and 
the merriment instantly withered. 

At the beginning of her reign the young queen was 
^eatly helped by the advice of her Prime Minister, Lord 
Melbourne, and the letters of her uncle Leopold, King of 
the Belgians. The former she respected warmly, and 
le atter she regarded as a father. Her o-wn parent had 

1 ^ ^ t)aby, and for many years she 

a accustomed to confide in her uncle Leopold, 

s a -vrice to her was always affectionate and sound, and 
ong as le lived Queen Victoria -s^uote constantly to 
h m, consultmg him upon any difficult point that arose. 
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in the letter she took pains to state that in any case she 
did not -wish to be married for two or three years. But 
the coming of Prince Albert soon made her change her 
mind, and three months later she again wrote to King 
Leopold, stating she wished to be married at the end of 
February. “ Indeed, loving Albert as I do, I cannot 
wish it should be delayed.” And so the young queen 
passed from happiness to happiness, and after an en- 
gagement joyful enough to please the most romantic, she 
married Prince Albert on the 10th of February, and mote 
Leopold : “ I write to you from here 
[Windsor Castle] the happiest, happiest Being, that ever 
existed. Really, I do not think it is possible for anyone 
^appier, or as happy as I am.” 

• 4 . 1 ^^ i^ghsh natioti as a whole was vastly interested 
m le royji match, but there were a few who carped at 
rince ert. They suspected he would trj’’ to exercise 
an improper influence on English politics, tlirough the 
Queen, and they watched him with a jealous eye. No 
better in trying circumstances than 

Tti oU of his life in England. 

government he held scrupulously aloof, 

Toulrful Qooen as much as he 

tak 1 innumerable small details of her office, but 

ofamonarp^ o show himself merely the ‘ Consort ’ 
wthtime aufll loved him more and more dearly 

her no wer sh p ^mg anxious to give him all the prestige in 
the criticism every now and again over 

"Pon Wm in the 

Consort mover! Amid this abuse the Prince 

of being blamefe^ ^ cSd^ knowledge 

made itself felt and befor ^ unobtrusive excellence 

beloved bv tl e Jafl ho had become truly 

oy the nation which had at first eyed him wth 
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considerable doubt. His quiet, reflective character "was 
perfectly fitted to balance the stronger, more practical 
virtues of the Queen, and when he died in 1861 , at the 
earl}’- age of forty-two, the grief of the Queen was so aeute 
that she WTapt herself up in mourning, forgetting for a 
time even those duties to the country ■wliich she had vowed 
to make her chief aim. 

The death of the Prince Consort removed from the 
Queen her greatest joy in life, and robbed her, too, of 
a skilful, unselfish adviser. In political affairs Victoria 
had suffered a good many changes since she first became 
Queen, but the main influence had been IVliig. Toward 
the latter end of her reign there w’as a considerable altera- 
tion in the parties. The VTiigs, becoming more and more 
thorough in their attitude toward reform, took the name of 
Liberals, and the Tories began to call themselves Con- 
sen^atives. Tlie Queen herself was anxious not to assume 
the opinions of either side. Her aim from the beginnmg 
had been to administer the country in accordance with 
the -wishes of the people. She did not by any means always 
nice her ministers, nor did she always approve of their 
actions, but as soon as she was comdneed that the course 
of conduct they were lu-ging upon her was thoroughly 
desired by the country, she was at once obedient to the 
finger of the nation. Though not without some of the 
doggedness of her grandfather, George the Third, she never 
attempted to follow him in his effort to dictate to ministers. 
Her safeguard lay in the fact that she came to the throne 
very yoimg, and that she had been trained for public 
service by an -unusually -wise mother. She put on the 
cro-wn deeply impressed -with the belief that she had duties 
to fulfil, and that if she would serve her country most truly 
she must not govern after her ovti personal ideas, but ac- 
cording to the -wishes of her subjects. Tims as. a monarch 
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Victoria held the Houses of Parliament in greater esteem 
than any other sovereign before her. At the same time 
she kept a real hold upon the reins of government, and 
never for a moment relinquished her power. 'Wliile making 
no attempt to exert her -will and eommand, her influence 
on politics was enormous, and thus she adroitty 
strengthened the inheritance handed down to her by 
William the Fourth. William had succeeded in making 
kingship once more desirable in the eyes of the nation ; 
Victoria established what he had begun, and, moreover, she 
threw round the tluone an air of dignity and importance 
that not only gave confidence to her o^vn people, but made 
England respected tlnoughout the whole of the world. 

With years the Queen’s great popularity grew deeper, 
yet in spite of the love with which she was sm'rounded her 
life was five times in danger through sudden attack. But 
in each case these mad attempts to assassinate her were 
found to be the outcome of personal folly and malice. 
The nation in general was bound to her by a devotion 
such as few, sovereigns have ever kno-svn, and as she grew 
older she became more and more the ‘ mother ’ of her 
people, as beloved as she was respected. 

One great cause for this spirit of national content lay 
in the purity of the Queen’s Court. Nothing roused 
Victoria’s resentment more quicldy than an ill-timed 
joke, or an exhibition of flippancy. She revered love with 
the enthusiasm of one who has fared well here, and she 
had neither patience nor indulgence to permit aroimd her 
intrigues which would only have raised a laugh or a jest 
among the courtiers of George the Fourth. The standard 
she set, was high, and it had its effect on the country. 
Immorality began to blush. A virtuous queen made a 
virtuous people. 

The Avise policy, of submission to her ministers, Avhieh 
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Victoria had learned from King Leopold in her early years 
as a queen, was never altered. The great length of her 
reign led of necessity to many changes of government, 
during which the sovereign was brought into close contact 
with Prime ]\Iinisters as widelj’- different as IMelbourne, 
Peel, Gladstone and Disraeli. Toward jMelbotnne her 
feelings were almost those of a daughtei’, and later she 
became much attached to Disraeli, who was undoubtedly 
her favourite minister in the latter end of her reign. Peel 
had the misfortmie to anno}”^ her in his first interview 
with her, and she never liked him. With all her strong 
common sense, the Queen liked to be treated vdth the 
little shoAvs of defei’ence, and she Avas neA’'er fond of I\Ir 
Gladstone, who, she declared, talked to her as if she AA^ere 
a public meeting. 

Her encounter A\dth Peel has become historic. In 1839 
the 'Wliigs under Lord Melbourne were defeated on a 
question of foreign policj’’,* Lord Jlclbourne resigned, 
and the Queen requested Peel to form a Government, 
though at the same time she added frankly that she 
AA’’as sorrj’’ to lose Lord Melbourne, whose conduct she 
heartilj’- supported. In spite of this discouraging begin- 
ning, Peel began to form a Government, demanding in the 
meantime that the Queen should dismiss some of the Vfiiig 
ladies in the Roj'al houseliold, whose presence round her 
Majesty Avould be an embarrassment to the ncAV ]Ministry. 
Tlic Queen, aa'Iio aa'hs barely twentj% was terribh' indignant 
at the idea. She refused utterly, and in consequence Peel 
resigned and Lord IMelbourne was thrust into the imcom- 
fortablc position of coming back to office “ behind the 
petticoats of the ladies-in-AA^aiting.” The affair made a 
great sensation in the coimtry, and something of the 
Queen’s indignation may be gathered from her letter to 
King Leopold : “ To my utter astonishment he [Peel] 
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asked me to change my Ladies— my principal Ladies !— 
this I of course refused ; and he upon this resigned. . . . 
You will easily imagine that I firmly visited this attack 
upon my power, from these people who pride themselves 
upon upholding the prerogative. I aeted quite alone, but 
I have been, and shall be, supported by my country, who 
are very enthusiastic about it, and loudly cheered me on 
going to church on Sunday.” From this encounter it 
will be seen that though Queen Victoria could be docile 
in the hands of those she respected, she could make herself 
exceedingly prickly in the hands of a minister who chanced 
to rouse her displeasure. 

But though upon occasion the Queen could show herself 
haughty, there were times Avhen she was delightfully 
familiar. This was especially so on the occasions when 
she was staying at her favourite castle, Balmoral. Here 
she would enter into the lives of her subjects with a grace 
that made her seem a friend as well as a sovereign. She 
was greatly interested, too, in the encouragement of 
bravery, and in 1856 she sanctioned the Victoria Cross for 
bravery on the battlefield. Even the small detail of a 
suitable motto was a matter for thought with her. “ The 
motto,” she wi’ites, “ would be better ‘ For Valom’ ’ than 
‘ For the Brave ’ as this would lead to the inference that 
only those are deemed brave who have got the Victoria 
Cross.” In the same year she wrote in friendly fashion to 
Florence Nightingale, declaring : “It will be a very great 
satisfaction to me, when you return at last to these shores, 
to make the acquaintance of one who has set so bright an 
example to our sex.” By such acts of graciousness Victoria 
drew closer the tie between herself and her people. 

The calamity of war, which on several occasions dis- 
turbed the peace of the reign, was always a grief to the 
Queen. Though fully determined to uphold the prestige 
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of the throne abroad as well as at home, she was never a 
ruthless monarch, and she tried where possible to follow 
the line of peace. Her wisdom became proverbial. Long 
years of government had taught her much, and experience, 
added to her natural common sense, made her unusually 
successful as a sovereign. Her Jubilee in 1887, after fifty 
years on the throne, was marked bj^ the expression of 
so mudi love that it was more than a mere pageant. 
Ten years later the ‘ Diamond ’ Jubilee was held, and again 
the nation exhibited a delight that was as unforced as it 
Avas general. On that da}*^ Victoria, who by then was 
seA’’ent 3 '’-eight j-ears of age, must haA*e been a singular^ 
happy Avoman. Three and a half years from this date, or 
early in 1901, the countrj’^ AA’as saddened by the news of 
her death, and thus was closed the reign of a soA-ereign 
happjr, beloA-ed, and great. 

•" Her court was pure ; her life serene ; 

God gave her peace ; her land reposed; 

A thousand claims to reverence closed 
In her as hloiher, HV/c, and Queen.'^ 



Phase II — The State 

LORD BROUOHAM 

■' He cither fears his fate too much, 

Or his deserts are small, 

That dares not put it to the touch 
To gain or lose it all.” 

Marquis of Montrose 

K ing GEORGE the THIKD was stm on the 
throne when Henry Peter Brougham was a school- 
boy at the High School in Edinburgh. He was 
a boy to attract attention. Not only was he strong and 
vigorous in body, but he had a mind to match his frame. 
His memory was extraordinary, and his brain teemed 
with rich and fantastic ideas. With these great gifts to 
assist him he developed a self-assurance that lasted firmly 
throughout his life and was never overturned either by 
the attacks of his enemies or the amused laughter of his 
friends. At an age when most boys stand justly in awe 
of their teachers, Brougham was ready to dispute with 
his instructors as with an equal, and so brilliant were his 
arguments bn these occasions that his bouncing manner 
was often forgiven for the sake of his wit. In his pleasures 
he was as turbulent as he was thoroughgoing in study. 
When he frolicked he did it with an enthusiasm that 
upset all staid proprieties. ‘ High jinks ’ he used to 
call these adventm’es, and the name was well deserved. 
When the mood was upon him he would stop short at 
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notliing, and many were the practieal jokes that he played 
upon his patient, and not always appreciative, friends. 
In this- manner Brougham bounced from school and 
college into public life, full of force and excitement, and 
determined at all costs to make loimself famous. 

Bom in 1778, he belonged to a family that could boast 
of long descent. He made the utmost of this advantage, 
and dire indeed was his wrath against any one who seemed 
doubtful of Ms claim to trace back a lineage to the days 
of the Emperor Antonius. Not content with this proud 
inheritance, he frequently used to declare that he could 
claim the ancient barony of Vaux, and so persistently did 
he cling to this assertion that on being created a peer in 
1830 he took for his title Baron of Brougham and Vaux. 

After leaving the High School, Brougham went to 
Edinburgh University, where he passed his examination 
for an advocate in 1800. He was not quite twenty-two 
years of age, and brimful of ideas. In choosing the law 
as his profession, he showed his usual cleverness. He 
had once thought of becoming a preacher and dazzling all 
Scotland ^th his sermons. He had also contemplated 
the picture of himself as a physician, sought after by the 
highest in the land. In both these careers he saw draw- 
backs, and finally he decided that law would allow him 
not only greater freedom, but give him more opportunities 
of snatching the flaming renown which he determined to 
win. His brilliance and his gift of repartee had already 
surrounded him with glamour in Edinburgh, but his eye 
was fixed on a wider field. Fame, he resolved, must be 
his. 

In this spirit he visited London in 1803, and two years 
later he settled there altogether, having made up his mind 
to study for the English Bar. Stories of his eccentric 
doings in Edi'’’ <Th followed Mm to the English capital. 
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and he was soon familiar with most of the young “wits 
out to find fortxme and fame. In any battle of words 
Brougham was almost certain to come off victor, for he 
could suddenly confound his adversary by snatching up 
from the depths of his wonderful memory sometliing that 
would trimnphantly prove Ins point. So extraordinary 
were his powers in this respect that it has been said that if 
he had been “ shut up in a tower mthout books, at the end 
of a year he would have produced, barring a few ludicrous 
blunders, a very tolerable Encyclopsedia.” 

In politics Brougham decided to throw in his lot with 
the "V^igs, hut he had no idea of serving -without recogni- 
tion ; he believed in his own value, and he thoroughly 
approved of the system of service and reward. He became 
a member of ‘ The S&,ints,’ a society in favom of the total 
abolition of slavery, and in this way he won the regard of 
Wilberforce. Since 1800 he had been a member of the 
Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, but he was still studying 
for the English Bar. Meanwhile he used up his odds and 
ends of leisure in -writing for the Edinburgh Review. He 
' -wrote as brilliantly and as carelessly as he spoke, and 
tbougli he -was not by any means always sure of his facts, 
he never hesitated to make an attack from want of know- 
ledge. So headlong was his method that often his adver- 
sary would be left gasping, too overwhelmed by the sudden 
rush to perceive the weak points in the armour of his foe. 
In this manner did Brougham fling himself upon life, de- 
termiued to capture the flower of renown, and ready to 
brandish defiance to any who stood in his path. 

In 1808 he became admitted to the English Bar, and the 
road to success stood open. He surveyed the Houses of 
Parliament and decided that the next step must lead him 
tbere. Without a seat in Parliament he could hardly 
hope to find success enough to satisfy his imperious 
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people on her hehalf, and when Brougham, as the Queen’s 
attorney-general, stepped into the Law Com’t in her de- 
fence, he made himself very popular. His practice as a 
barrister doubled and trebled, and he began to see him- 
self swelling into the gigantic figure he had already in 
imagination flung upon the screen of the future. 

The death of Queen Caroline, shortly after her foolish 
attempt to force a way into Westminster Abbey at the 
Coronation, was a great blow to the hopes of her attorney, 
but he had already succeeded in making his personality 
felt among the nation, and he did not despair of doing more 
in the future. This ambition was fully realized a few 
years later when he forced the unwilling \^igs to give liim 
high office. Earl Grey, the leader of the new Cabinet in 
1830, shranli from the prospect of Brougham as a colleague. 
But Brougham was not a man who would endure a slight 
quietly, and though Grey felt that the Cabinet without 
Brougham wordd be an infinitely more peaceable body, he 
also linew that if Brougham were left outside he would 
become a powerful enemy. Brougham knew quite well 
what was in the air, and he hastened to bring matters to a 
crisis by declaring in a threatening and purposeful tone 
that he intended to bring in the question of Parliamentary 
Reform on the 25th of the month, “ Whatever may be the 
then state of affairs, and whosoever may then he his Majesty’’ s 
Ministers^ With this dagger-thrust he strode from the 
House, leaving the distracted Whig leader uncomfortably 
aware that nothing less than office would satisfy his men- 
acing follower. Accordingly Brougham was appointed 
Lord Chancellor, and thus he mounted to the place which 
his ambitious eye had long since marked as his. His 
elevation gave him the rank of a peer, and with a pompous 
satisfaction he announced himself Lord Brougham and 
Vaiix. A few dared to smile at this reference to his old 
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claim to the barony of Vaux, but Brougham >vas far 
above the reach of chafling tongues. His sense of humour 
was never strong, and hence his confidence in himself 
remained as firmly rooted as ever. 

From the security of the woolsack Brougham now 
resolved to play a leading part in the question of Reform. 
Of late the countr}' had altered very much. Great towns 
had sprung up ; the population was growing ; eommerce 
was extending ; and the people, their wits quickened by 
the developments around them, were demanding fresh 
eonsideration of their rights. The whole system of voting 
had grown corrupt. In some cases small villages sent up 
two members to the House of Commons, while the new 
big towns had no member at all ; seats were bought and 
sold ; there was no true representation of the people. The 
nation, absorbed in the business of making money, hod been 
slow to recognize the injustice of this arrangement, but 
once aroused to the danger, it became firmly resolved on a 
complete and thoroughgoing parliamentarj'- reformation. 

Into this agitation Brougham flimg liimself vdth en- 
thusiasm, to the delight of the reformers and to the 
dismay of the opposite side. William the Foiuth, who 
was continually haunted by the spectre of the French 
Revolution, looked askance at the tiunult, and was all for 
opposmg the demands of the people. The Lords were 
solidl}' in favour of the King’s opinion, and as ignorant of 
the nervous feeling in the country as his Slajesty himself. 
As a result the Lords threw out the Reform Bill, though 
it had passed the Commons by a majority of a hundred. 
Tliis high-handed treatment fanned the exasperated nation 
into determined rebellion and the country seemed on the 
point of civil war. To bring matters to a head the men 
belonging to the Birmingham Union declared they would 
march on London 200,000 strong. The King haughtily 
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retaliated that he “ knew of no sueh body,” upon wliich 
things grew so ominous that his Majesty, terrified at last, 
sent round to the Lords a vaguely worded letter which 
they understood was a hint to be absent when the Reform 
Bill next came up. They prudently followed the lead of 
the sovereign, and a thin House of Lords in June 1832 
gave assent to the great Bill. The King ruefully added 
his signature and the Bill became law. By this means the 
government of the country was taken out of the hands of 
the aristocracy and given to the middle classes, but the 
working classes were still more or less unrepresented. 
Far-sighted men saw that the Reform Bill was not final ; 
it was only the beginning of a thoroughgoing change. 

Throughout this agitation Brougham had been a 
prominent figure. He had flung himself into theatrical 
poses ; he had pleaded ; he had implored ; he had scolded. 
Even now one of his great orations is not forgotten— 
“matchless, overpowering and immortal” — so it has 
been called. 

The noise of his great performance was soon known in 
the country, and when Brougham wallced or rode through 
the streets he had the pleasant feeling of being as popular 
as he was reno-vraed. But popularity is a ficlde weather- 
cock, and before very long the wind blew in another 
direction, and he lost his hold on the people and never 
again thoroughly recovered it. Nevertheless, while the 
sun shone, it shone royally. Every paper and journal 
heaped praises on the Lord Chancellor ; the Law Courts 
were crowded with his admirers. Never did a man meet 
with a reward sweeter to himself. Never did any one revel 
more thoroughly in applause. From his coach Brougham 
saw street boys selling little images of himself, and the 
sight was very pleasant to him. He was exhilarated with 
his success, and for once Iris threatening eye gleamed with 
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tlie liglit of satisfaction. Having gained what he wanted, 
he could afford to be gracious, and friends and enemies 
ahke noticed that instead of putting on airs of ceremony 
he became for the time being unusuall)'^ considerate. Hi s 
only sign of excitement was an indulgence in what he 
used to call ‘ liigh jinks,’ which sometimes became so 
preposterous that his enemies declared him mad. 

Upon the accession of Queen Victoria, Brougham hoped 
to be made Prime ]\Iinister, and he was bitterly dis- 
appointed to find Lord Melboiwne in the post he coveted. 
But it was well for the young queen that she began her 
reign in the wise care of Lord Melbourne rather than \mder 
Brougham’s brilliant but uncertain guidance. To fill up 
lus leisiue hoius, Brougham VTotc a great many essays 
and papers, which he afterw'ard published in a collected 
edition of no less than eleven volumes. Several books 
also bore his name, including an accoimt of his ovii life, 
but it is as a politician and not as a vTiter that he still 
lives. 

In 1857 he helped to establish The Social Science Society 
and this brought him once more into popular notice. His 
splendid orations dazzled and delighted his audiences, and 
old men who remembered him when he had been in the full 
tide of power read his reported speeches and recalled his 
brilliant flights at the Bar, or in Parliament. This new 
flame of popiflarity was very sweet to a man who, 
since the days of the Reform Bill, had passed through a 
good many ups and downs. In the House of Lords his 
beliaviour stiU gave a good deal of anxiety to his part}^, 
and it was never certain on which side his vote would go. 
But his waverings w'ere only the natural expression of a 
chai’acter that was too brilliant to be stable. Brougham 
coifld grasp the details of a situation with amazing 
rapidity ; and he soared to the clouds while those 
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aroimd him -were still painfully plougliing in the valley. 
Such agility made him envied, but it also set him at the 
disadvantage of outstripping his party, who, afraid to 
follow Ins bold and ventmesome lead, looked upon him 
Avith terror and annoyance, daring neither to ignore him 
nor to follow him. Thus in spite of liis magnificent abilities 
Brougham did not succeed in forming a party of his OAvn, 
and though he lit up his ovm times with a meteor-like flame, 
he left less real mark on the country than many men of 
minor power. But his name will always be associated with 
the passing of the Reform BiU, and he is therefore entitled 
to an honourable place among the statesmen upon whose 
laboms om’ modem system of government is foimded. 

He lived to extreme old age, dying in France in 1868 , 
when he was almost ninety. His life was vigorous to 
the end, and though he gradually Avithdrew from public 
affairs, his personality did not wane Avith years, and when 
he died he was still as delightful and as exasperating as 
when he had made the Whig party tremble, or when he 
had made merry over ‘ high jinks ’ Avith his friends. 



SIB BOBEBT PEEL 


•' His tribe were God Almighty’s geutlemenj’ — ^Dryden 

A t Harrow', in the early days of the nineteenth 
century, was a boy known as Robert Peel. 

He belonged to a family of well-to-do cotton 
manufacturers. His father represented honourably a 
class lately spining up in England. Clever, thrifty, a hard 
thinker, and an indefatigable worker, Sir Robert Peel 
the Elder believed heartily in the statesmanship of the 
younger Pitt, and staunchly supported a policy under which 
trade had advanced at a pace tliat astonished even the 
most hopeful. For in spite of the war forced on England 
by the dommation of Napoleon, and the taxation that tlie 
great struggle made necessary, commerce W'as flourishing. 
Tw'o reasons lay at the back of this prospei'ity. In the 
first place, the establishment of machinery had been 
followed by a burst of trade that lifted commerce into 
a new and w'ider area ; in the second place, England’s 
importance abroad had made every nation anxious to do 
business wuth her, and all over the w'orld English manu- 
factures began to find a market. All this the elder Peel 
imderstood perfectly, and believing that much of it resulted 
from Pitt’s government, he resolved that his son should 
be brought up to respect the party which had followed 
Pitt in his lifetime. For Pitt was already dead, having 
died at the age of forty-six, wdien the younger Peel was 
still a child of eight. Nevertheless, his influence still had 
a hold in England, and for twenty years after his death 
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the Government remained strictly true to his teaching. 
The Harrow schoolboy was thus brought up to reverence 
the politics of Pitt, of Portland, of Perceval and of Liver- 
pool, though the quick eye of his father saw with a 
certain amoirnt of uneasiness that the son was not inclined 
to follow any party blindly; he wanted to think for 
himself. , 

The elder Peel’s industrial reputation, and his loyal 
support of the Government, in time gave him a baronetcy, 
but it did not take from him any of his simplicity or his 
dignity. He built a splendid mansion at Tamworth, and 
proudly asserted that it stood on a ‘ cotton ’ foundation.. 
Into this atmosphere of good taste and common sense the 
holiday seasons brought the Harrow boy. 

From Harrow, Peel went to Oxford, where he read 
industriously and made many friends. He was a tall, 
fine-looking young man ; a poor horseman but a good 
shot, and a walker whom few could out-tire. Though 
fond of a book and his own company, he was neith^ 
eccentric nor morose enough to neglect the play of friend- 
ship, and many grew to like him and to value him as a 
companion. His chief fault was a passionate temper, 
which was always on the point of blazing up. To keep 
this in check, Peel, as he grew older, developed a re- 
scued and forbidding manner quite unlike the real man. 

Parliament was the goal at which he aimed, and in 1809 , 
at the very youthful age of twenty-one, his father bought 
urn the seat of Cashel and he became a member of 
tte House of Commons. A year later he was given; 
office, and two years afterward Lord Liverpool made 
im Secretary for Ireland, and he thus became fairly 
Punched on the uncertain billows of political life. So 
ar is views were of a kind entirely to please his father, 
ile was opposed to any change that would give the middle 
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The nation’s praises or displeasure mattered but little to 
him. His conduct was ruled by other standards. 

Two years later (1841) Peel met with the reward of 
-long and tireless service to his party. With a solid body 
of followers behind liim he came into office and entered 
upon a premierslup that was almost royal, so complete 
was his power, so great the confidence he held. Neverthe- 
less trouble soon showed itself in the air. Huch rain, and 
poor crops, had brought the farmers into terrible disti’ess, 
and from Ireland, where tlie potato crop had failed, came 
riunours of starving children and desperate men and 
women. Meanwhile bread was very dear, and in spite of 
the hard times there was a tax on every bushel of com tliat 
came into the country. 

Peel was now face to face with the problem of a hungiy 
people and dear bread. What was to be done ? The 
Protectionists declared that at all costs the tax on com 
must not be touclied ; the Free Traders demanded that it 
should be sv'ept away altogether. Peel was in favour of 
Protection, and he said as much in the House ; but those 
who followed hina most closely by-and-by observed a new 
note in his speeches. Peel was not quite sure of his 
point. His heart was land, and he was appalled at the 
tales of suffering both in England and more especially in 
Ireland. Once again he demanded the right to think for 
himself. 

Among the Liberal party a yomig man named Cobden 
was beginning to make his voice heard. He preached tlic 
doctrine of Free Trade ; of cheap food ; of corn without 
a tax. Peel listened, meditated, looked round, made in- 
quiries, and meditated again, till in 1840 he came forward 
in favour of Free Trade, and himself moved the Repeal 
of the Corn Laws. A howl of annoyance sprang from 
tlie lips of many of his followers. They were outraged, 
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classes more power ; and lie was against the proposal 
to give a Roman Catholic equal rights -with a Protestant. 
Thus strongly entrenched in a sj’^stem of ‘ no change,’ he 
was able to give his attention to some of the small but 
important duties of his office. In this direction the 
first thing that struck his keen eye was that ordinary 
pedestrians had little protection from passing ruffians 
who might harass or rob them almost unhindered. To 
take away this evil Peel established a band of police- 
men, who were nicloiamed after him ‘ Bobbies ’ or 
‘ Peelers,’ just as Peel himself was commonly spoken of 
as Orange Peel, because he was knoivn to be a strong 
Protestant. Though not exceptionally brilliant, nor 
a man of rutWess personality, such as Brougham, Peel 
advanced quietly on his way, making a lasting mark on 
the minds of those who came closely into touch with 
his work. All that he did, he did thoroughly. There 
was never anything shoddy, about Peel. 'VMiatever his 
opinions, they were his own, and he was not ashamed 
to confess a change of mind. 

On three occasions in liis life Peel braved public opinion 
by acknowledging that he had altered his views. The 
first concerned a question of finance ; the second. Catholic 
Emancipation ; the third, and most memorable, dealt 
with the Com Laws. Very nobly did Peel carry out the 
principle that a man “ should never be ashamed to confess 
he has been in the wrong ; which is but sa3dng in other 
words he is wiser to-day than he was yesterday.” 

It was in 1819 that the first of these occasions happened. 
Through the terrible demands of tlie Napoleonic war 
there had been a great drain on the monej^ of the country, 
and the reserves of gold and silver had been largelj^ used 
up. To meet this crisis the Bank of England as early as 
1797 had begun to refuse to change their notes into gold. 
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This -was all very well in reason, but in time notes began to 
he so common that it was suspected the Bank had issued 
more notes than the amount of money it owned, so that if 
there had been a panic, and everyone had demanded gold 
for his notes at once, the Bank would not have been able 
to pay its way. At first Peel had been in favour of the 
paper money, but when it continued for so many years 
he began to change his mind, and in 1819 he made a great 
speech by which he declared himself in favour of cash 
payments.’ In consequence of this speech and the efforts 
of the ‘ bxillion committee,’ of which Peel was Chairman, 
the flood of notes began to disappear and gold took its 
place. 

The change did not please everybody. The country 
had groivn accustomed to paper money, and at first Peel 
was very much criticized. These attacks he met calmly- 
It had taken him a long time to make up his mind, but 
now that he was resolved, nothing could move him. In 
moments of criticism Peel showed an extraordinary in- 
dependence. The boy who wanted to think for himself 
had grown into the man determined not to let anyone 
, shape his conduct but himself. 

Ten years after his famous speech on ‘ cash payments ’ 
Peel tlirew a thunderbolt into his party by proposing 
Cathohc Emancipation. His views on this point were so 
well known that all except his nearest friends were startled. 
IITiat was ‘ Orange Peel ’ doing ? How could the member 
for OxTord University, the centre of opposition to the 
Catholic party, actually dare to propose the Bill ? Bid 
he really mean what he said ? Would he be willing to 
give up his seat if needs be? Such ivere some of the 
questions that passed pell-mell among club-goers and city 
men. The Tories were indignant, the Whigs bewildered. 
But while among both parties the tumult boiled. Peel 
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himself remained unmoved. Though he now appeared as 
a champion of the claims of the Catholics, he was just as 
much ‘ Orange ’ Peel as ever. A Protestant to his finger- 
tips, he had no sympathy with religious views thatwandered 
off the beaten track, but he believed that the agitation 
had now reached such a pitch that to refuse to allow the 
Catholics their clanps would be to provoke a revolution. 
As a statesman be therefore resolved to appear as the 
supporter of a bill which he privately deplored, believing 
it to be the only remedy against revolt. Very resolutely 
he held to his opinion, though from every quarter in 
England came cries of rage, meredidity, and disgust. 
Peel felt the storm keenly, but he had long learnt how 
to control Ins tendency to passion, and those around him 
at the crisis noticed no change in his cold, stiff manner. 
Did Peel feel the abuse, they wondered. But Peel 
never confessed. It was not his way to take other men 
into his secrets. He resigned his seat as member for 
the Universitj'- of Oxford, then the stronghold against 
Catholicism, and after 1830 he sat as member for 
Tamworth, where he had lived as a boy, and where 
his own children now played. 


After his astonishing conduct over the Emancipation 
Bill the Tory party eyed Peel with some doubt 
was no knowing what his next move might he, fp- 
appeared to he opposed to the agitation for a Ileforrn Jfi!! 
but was he really sound over it ? No one dared 
though the keenest eye failed to detect here 
a leaning toward the HTiigs. ' ''' 


On the point of Reform, however. Peel v,ao ;is ^ 
rock. His father had just died and the mn wrr ^ 
his place as ‘ Sir ’ Robert, but had the elder 
alive, even he would have been sathifie#] y.-p/' 

■views on this point. Peel dreaded Befern. ' 
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mucli of a mathematician to enjoy change. He liked to 
know beforehand what the result nrould be ; and his keen- 
sighted eye now saw vei'j' clearly that the Reform Bill 
would produce changes that ■would end no one knew where. 
Such legislation he abhorred. He demanded at least 
some idea of -where he was going, and he deeply dis- 
trusted the lead of democracy. His cautious spirit shrank 
from a leap in the dark, and he therefore planted his feet 
firmly on the old ledge and refused to be enticed into 
further adventure. His steadiness gradually won back 
for him the confidence of the Tories, who had been dis- 
gusted at his behaviour over Catholic Emancipation, and 
little by little he found himself the leader of a party pledged 
at all costs to support constitutional government. 

The words ‘ Tory ’ and ‘ Whig,’ so long familiar badges, 
had latterly been used so often in gibe that after the passing 
of the Reform Bill they were largely discontinued. The 
^^Tiigs now became ‘ Liberals ’ and the Tories called them- 
selves ‘ Consen’-atives.’ Among the latter Peel was the 
moving spirit, and when his party came into power in 
1834 he naturally became Prime Minister. A few months 
later the ministry fell, and Peel gave way to I\Ielboume and 
the WMgs, till a sudden opportunity in 1839 put power 
again into his fingers. Queen Victoria, young, and 
devoted to Melbourne, met Peel ■with a coldness that was- 
not encouraging. He blundered by desiring her to dismiss 
her Whig ladies-in-waiting. The young queen suspected 
him of trying to bully her. She refused in her haughtiest 
manner, whereupon Peel also refused : if the Whig ladies 
were to remain, then he would not be Prime Minister. 
This trifling incident greatly excited the nation and Peel 
^^^™self roundly abused. He remained -unmoved. 
Cntieism could seldom touch this man, though a chance 
word from a friend sometimes threw him into a passion. 
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The nation’s praises or displeasure mattered but little to 
him. His conduct was ruled by other standards. 

Two years later (1841) Peel met with the reward of 
-long and tireless service to his party. With a solid body 
of followers behind liim he came into office and entered 
upon a premierslup that was almost royal, so complete 
was his power, so great the confidence he held. Neverthe- 
less trouble soon showed itself in the air. Huch rain, and 
poor crops, had brought the farmers into terrible disti’ess, 
and from Ireland, where tlie potato crop had failed, came 
riunours of starving children and desperate men and 
women. Meanwhile bread was very dear, and in spite of 
the hard times there was a tax on every bushel of com tliat 
came into the country. 

Peel was now face to face with the problem of a hungiy 
people and dear bread. What was to be done ? The 
Protectionists declared that at all costs the tax on com 
must not be touclied ; the Free Traders demanded that it 
should be sv'ept away altogether. Peel was in favour of 
Protection, and he said as much in the House ; but those 
who followed hina most closely by-and-by observed a new 
note in his speeches. Peel was not quite sure of his 
point. His heart was land, and he was appalled at the 
tales of suffering both in England and more especially in 
Ireland. Once again he demanded the right to think for 
himself. 

Among the Liberal party a yomig man named Cobden 
was beginning to make his voice heard. He preached tlic 
doctrine of Free Trade ; of cheap food ; of corn without 
a tax. Peel listened, meditated, looked round, made in- 
quiries, and meditated again, till in 1840 he came forward 
in favour of Free Trade, and himself moved the Repeal 
of the Corn Laws. A howl of annoyance sprang from 
tlie lips of many of his followers. They were outraged, 
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disgusted, indignant. In revenge the more bitter resolved 
to turn on their chief, and they made up a plan for his over- 
throw. Peel was aware of their enmity, but he remained 
quite calm. The man who had had the com’age of his 
opinions over the question of Cash Payments and over 
Catholic Emancipation was well seasoned to turn a deaf 
ear to criticism. He steadily held to his point, while the 
younger members in his party muttered and whispered. 

With Peel behind them the Free Traders now carried 
the bill through the House of Lords in 1846. The Corn 
Laws were repealed, and it was decided that the tax on 
corn should be gradually removed. Again Peel had 
‘ thought for himself,’ and agam he had triumphed. 
But he was a leader without an army. He looked round 
for his followers. There were none. 

On the very day the Repeal of the Com Laws was 
carried through the House of Lords, Peel was defeated in 
the House of Commons on an Irish Bill. This disaster 
was largely due to the efforts of the yoimger Conserva- 
tives, who, to revenge themselves on their leader, voted 
with the Opposition. Peel promptly resigned, and thus 
passed swiftly from triumph to defeat. But though he 
had been beaten in the Commons, the country was ready 
to do hun homage. He had gained more than he had 
lost, and, had he wished it, he might easily have become 
the head of a great, popular party. Such prospects held no 
temptation for him. He was still opposed to demoeracy, 
and he had too much individuality to please a mob. 

Pour years later he died through a fall from his horse. 
IBs death was a blow to Whigs as well as Tories, and on both 
sides there was sorrow. It was proposed that he should 
be buried in Westminster Abbey, but the honour was 
^fused. Peel had never had any craving for decorations. 

e had refused the Garter and a peerage, preferring to 
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be bound neither by the opinions of a party nor by the 
social restrictions of rank. Honomable in his conduct, 
intrepid in his thought, and fearless in his deeds, a faithful 
friend, and an tmselfish administrator, his greatest glory 
lies in the fact that he was a man who followed fearlessly 
what he held to be right. No man ever yielded less to 
the mob than he ; few have distrusted democi’acy more. 
Yet he did more for the people than man}'^ a philan- 
thropist in that “ he gave the people cheap bread.” 



LORD PALMERSTON 

Panting Time toiled after him in vain." — ^Dr Johnson 

B orn in 1784, the eldest son of an Irish noble- 
man, Henry John Temple was only eighteen 
years of age when the death of his father, second 
Viscount Palmerston, made him a peer. Though stUl 
little more than a boy, he was full of energy and re- 
solution, and his new responsibility stirred the ambition 
that glowed within him. Always self-reliant, he now 
coveted power, not from any desire of bettering a 
fortune already sufficient, but because power could 
supply a thrill which he longed to enjoy. 

He saw in politics the easiest and most natmal opening 
for his talents, and in 1807 he became a member of the 
House of Commons. Neither party held him very closely 
in grip, but he professed to follow the Tories, and before 
he had been in the House two years he was flattered and 
astonished by an offer from Perceval, the Prime Minister, 
inviting him "to become Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Pahnerston was delighted at the compliment, but he re- 
solutely refused the office. He was completely ignorant 
of finance, and though as Chancellor of the Exchequer he 
would have been able to enjoy power, he was too honest 
to undertake duties beyond his reach. He therefore con- 
tented himself with the post of Secretary for War, and 
here he remained for some twenty years, quietly doing 
liis business, but not attracting very much notice in the 
House of Commons, where he passed for a quiet, hard- 
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■working member, capable of speaking well but not 
eloquently, and rather too fond of co'vering good sense 
in a dress of flippancy. 

Such was Palmerston witliin the House; outside it 
he was a very different individual. He dressed fashion- 
ably, and he loimged about as if he had notliing in the 
Avorld to do except yaum and frivol. He met everjiihing 
vuth a joke on his lips, exliibiting a flippancy that was as 
much an affectation as his appearance of idleness. He 
liked to shock industrious and solenm people by his 
drawling comments and his air of boredom. The more 
he irritated them, the more he enjoj’^ed it. They took 
him for a clown and an idler. How were they to know 
that this trifling, fashionable man, with his eternal jokes 
and his mocking manner, was at heart as much in earnest 
as any of them ? .or that he got through as much work 
as they did, the difference being that he pretended all the 
time to be playing, while they were only anxious to parade 
the signs of their labour ? Thus Palmerston fell bet\veen 
two stools. The really idle distrusted him beeausc they 
Imew he was not one of themseh^es ; the sober disliked 
him because of his flippancies. 

Among those who were inclined to regard him mth 
suspicion were both Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort. 
Vflien the Queen came to the throne in 1S37 she fotmd 
Palmerston enjoying a good deal of power. Since 1828 
he had ceased to follow the Tory party, and now counted 
himself a ‘\^^ug, which change was rewarded in 1830 by 
Earl Gre)', who gave him a place in the Cabinet as Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs. This post was precisely suited to 
Palmerston’s abilities. He was keenly interested in the 
liistory of the Continental nations, and his bold spirit 
was admirably suited for dealing with foreign difficulties. 
Here at last he found the power which he had long yearned 
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to possess. Having got it, he resolved to enjoy it to the 
full, and thus he entered upon his new career, intrepid 
and full of zest, ready to grapple with difficulty, but 
determ in ed to grapple alone. It was this last intention 
which aroused Queen Victoria’s alarm, and made the 
prudent Prince Consort eye him %vith suspicion. 

At the time when Palmerston took up his new duties the 
condition of Europe was very unsettled. In 1880 . France 
had thrown over her Bourbon long, Charles X, and made 
Louis Philippe a ‘ citizen ’ king. Other countries felt 
the influence of the revolution ; the Netherlands were 
unsettled ; Portugal was in arms. In these circumstances 
Palmerston’s policy was to make a bond of friendship 
between France and England, and to keep a watchful 
eye on the movements of Russia, who was suspected of 
designs on Turkey. If Russia got Turkey, then she would 
hold the key to the East. This Palmerston was resolved 
to prevent, and he looked to France to help him in his 
efforts. With so much hanging in the balance, Palmerston’s 
post became necessarily of the very greatest importance. 
Wisely guided, England might emerge from the crisis with 
heightened prestige ; but a reckless touch might plunge 
her into disaster. It was this reckless touch which Queen 
Victoria and the Prince Consort feared from Palmerston ; 
for prudence was certainly not among his virtues. 

There was nothing which displeased Queen Victoria 
so much as neglect from a Minister to inform her of the 
contents of any important despatch. She insisted on 
being consulted on every detail, and it was here that 
Palmerston failed. His own mind worked very quickly, 
and once he had come to a conclusion he wasted no more 
thought upon the matter in hand. Such behaviour 
pleased neither the Queen nor Prince Albert. The Queen 
liked to make herself mistress of every detail before ex- 
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pressing her opinion ; and Prince Albert, with his prudent, 
judicial mind, hated to be hurried into any line of con- 
duct without long and deliberate thought. Palmerston’s 
rapidity was thus the source of a good deal of Royal 
irritation, and on several occasions the Queen complained 
tartly, and not without reason, of her Slinister’s inclination 
to act entirelj’’ bj"^ himself. “ The Queen is surprised that 
Lord Palmerston should have left her iminformed of so 
important an event,” began to be almost a common 
phrase in her letters, and by-and-by the indignation 
deepened into angei', first over Palmerston’s attitude to 
Kossuth, and secondly over his relations with France 
after the memorable coup d’d/ai in 1851. 

On the i^rst of these occasions Palmerston gave way. 
Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot, who was agitating that 
Hungary should tlirov' off the rule of Austria, came to 
England in the autunm of 1851. Ho proposed to paj' a 
private visit to Palmerston, and the Queen rightly believed 
that if Palmerston were to sec him, the %’isit would be 
taken as a sign that England was ready to support 
Kossuth’s aims. She ^\Tote to Lord Jolm Russell, the 
Prime Minister, declaring : 

“The Queen concludes Lord John Russell has read the 
accounts of Kossuth’s arrival in to-day’s papers. She 
wishes Lord Jolui could still try to prevent Lord Palmer- 
ston from receiving him. The effect it will have abroad 
will do us immense harm.” 

Lord John Russell did his best to control his reckless 
colleague, but to his entreaties Palmerston replied 
shortlj^ : 

“ There arc limits to all things. I do not choose to be 
dictated to as to who I maj* or may not receive in ni}* own 
house.” 

This reply so e.\asperatcd her Jlajesty that she wrote 
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back to Lord John : “ The Queen refrains ftom any 
expression upon Lord Pahnerston’s conduct in this matter, 
as Lord John is well aware of her feelings.” 

After a good deal of Royal correspondence, however, 
Palmerston requested Kossuth not to pay the intended 
visit, and matters were for a time healed. But his 
indiscretion soon broke out again, and this time it 
led to his imdoing. The cause lay in France, which in 
1848 had overtlirown Louis Philippe and set up a Re- 
public with Louis Napoleon as its cliief. For three years 
all went well, but under Louis Napoleon’s phlegmatic 
manner lay a spark of the spirit of his grandfather, the 
great Napoleon. He laid his plans well, and in 1851 he 
shocked the whole of Europe by seizing Paris and pro- 
claiming himself Emperor of Prance. 

Queen Victoria was terribly disturbed at the news, and 
most anxious that England should make no sign of any 
sort. Her anger was therefore extreme when a message 
from the French Government brought the information 
that Lord Palmerston had already given the Republic 
an assurance of sympathy. In reply to inquiries, Palmer- 
ston protested he had spoken casually and as a private 
individual, but that did not mend matters much. Resigna- 
tion was the only apologj’^ he could make for Iiis im- 
prudence, and in December he left the Government, 
His opponents saw him go wth glee, and so complete was 
liis overthrow that Disraeli remarked maliciously to a 
friend: “There was a Palmerston.” No one felt his 
absence nuth more relief than the Queen, to whom he had 
been a constant thorn in the flesh. Out of a full heart 
she wrote to her uncle. King Leopold : “ He brouilled 
us and the country -ndth everjmne. . . . It is too grievous 
to think how much mischief and misery might have 
been avoided. However, now he has done with the 
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Foreign Office for ever, and ‘ the veteran statesman,’ as 
the newspapers, to our great amusement and I am sure 
to his infinite annoyance, call him, must rest upon his 
lamrels.” 

Little did Queen Victoria imagine that the man now 
ignominiousl}’- leaving the Government would a few years 
later become Prime Minister. 

For a year or two after his disastrous behaviom: toward 
France, Palmerston fell completely out of public notice, 
and it was not till 1854 that he again became a prominent 
figme. This time it was the Crimean War that brought 
him glory. For years he had studied the movements of 
Russia and Tm’key, and when Russia began to show signs 
of interfering with Turkey, Palmerston urged tliat England 
should at once prepare to show opposition. He declared 
that if Russia should get power over Turkey then the 
whole of our Eastern possession would be in danger. 
Vffiatever may be said now, tliis view was then popular, 
and when England and Russia actually foxmd tliemselves 
engaged in the Crimean War there was a great deal of 
public satisfaction in England. But the feeling did not 
last long. Things went wrong in the Crimea. The cold 
was intense ; the soldiers fell iU ; the army supplies either 
did not arrive, or else when they did come tliey were 
largely worthless. Unscrupulous men made huge fortimes 
oiit of the country for goods that were shamefully bad. 
Every day added to the list of scandals, and the Govern- 
ment, imder Lord Aberdeen, was timid, and incapable 
of dealing with the situation. 

This was Palmerston’s moment, the moment in which 
the whole of liis life came to a culmination. The public 
instinctively turned to him, and in 1855 he became Prime 
Minister. 

The. Crimean War was a heavj’^ burden, but Palmerston 
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accepted it cheerfully. The popular enthusiasm for it 
had long since died out, and it was with feelings of thank- 
fulness that everyone heard in 1856 that peace had been 
signed at Paris. Twenty-four thousand English had been 
killed in the war, but only about one-sixth of these had 
fallen in battle ; bitter weather, neglect, lack of food and 
clothing had killed the rest. In addition to this terrible 
loss of men, the National Debt was £41,000,000 larger ; 
and yet England had gained practically nothing. 

In the midst of this gloom Palmerston continued to 
advance along the path of popularity, till he fell from office 
in 1858 through an ill-advised bill making Conspiracy to 
Murder a felony. But a year later he was back again. 
Prime Jlinister once more, and stronger than ever. Even 
Queen Victoria this time welcomed him heartily. She had 
lost a good deal of her old distrust of him, and though to 
the end of his career he did things that annoyed her ex- 
cessively and made her write curt, indignant remonstrances 
to him, to some degree she had confidence in him. 

Though Palmerston was now an old man he had not lost 
his vigour. He could still speak for horns without a note ; 
his mind was as alert, and his decisiveness as great as 
ever. He had been in the House so long that he could 
tell precisely the frame of mind of the men around him, and 
though he was never an impassioned or eloquent speaker, 
he knew exactly how to appeal to his audiences. He did 
not tire his hearers with fine pluases, but he gave them 
plain, practical common sense. His conclusions often 
appeared to be rash, but to some extent this was because 
he thought so quickly. Wliile others were still looking 
for the path, Palmerston arrived. His mind always 
travelled express, and it knew no stopping-places. The 
old opinion of him as a flippant, idle person had long been 
forgotten. He still liked joking, but it was evident he 
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■was also a worker. No one who had watched his career 
could doubt his energj’^ ; no one with any sense of humour 
could be long offended with a man so full of courage and 
so free from malice. His conduct often annoyed, but it 
was without bitterness and spite.. 

Up to 1865 he was still Prime ]\Iinister, but in that 
year he died. He was nearl}'^ eighty-one j’^ears of age, 
and during his lifetime he had seen England pass from 
a period of anxiety and crisis to security and peace. He 
had seen the Reform Bill become law ; the Corn Laws 
repealed ; many humanitarian improvements set on foot ; 
the uprising and consolidation of the prosperous middle 
classes ; and the acceptance of a constitution by Avhich 
the countrj’^ became governed by the Houses of Parliament, 
acting in- accordance with the wishes of the nation, and 
influenced, but not controlled, by the Crovm. 



BENJAMIN DISRAELI, FIRST EARL 
OF BEACONSFIELD 


“ Nor can a man any more live, whose desires are at an end, than 
he whose sense and imaginations are at a stand. Felicity is a con- 
tinual progress of the desire, from one object to another, the attaining 
of the former being still but the way to the latter .” — Hobbes 

B enjamin DISRAELI was bom into a happy 
home. He had a book-loving father, and a 
gentle, affectionate mother. There were four 
children in the family ; Benjamin, bom in 1804, was the 
second child but the first boy. The four children had a 
happy time together, though there were occasional storms 
when Benjamin wanted his own way and was determined 
. to get it. He was a noisy, lusty boy, full of high spirits 
and ready for any kind of prank, not considerate toward 
others, nor easily persuaded into giving up anything upon 
which he had set his heart. When he was fifteen he was 
sent away to a boarding-school at W^althamstow. He was 
a Jew by birth, and a century ago a Jewish boy at an 
English school had to be prepared for a good deal of 
persecution. However, a few weeks before Disraeli went 
to Walthamstow, the Avhole of the Disraeli family became 
members of the Church of England, and school thus lost 
some of its terrors. In any case Disraeli was not the boy 
to submit meekly to insult. He was always r'eady to 
fight a foe, and the schoolfellow who dared to poke fun 
at him needed to do it warily. The Jewish boy had 
plenty of comage, and asked no one to fight his battles 
for him. 
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Cabinet. Disraeli was bitterly disappointed. Worse 
still, he made bis annoyance known in a letter which he 
wrote to Peel. But Peel was not the man to be buUied ; 
he continued to keep Disraeli at arm’s-length, and a 
coolness sprang up which at last became almost dislike. 

Checkmated in Parliament, Disraeli fell back upon his 
pen. Here at last he could be imfettered, and he threw 
himself into writing Coningshy. It was published in 1844 
and swept fashionable London off its feet. “ I have just 
finished it,” -svTote a friend. “ What can I say, or write, 
or think ? I am , so dazzled, bewildered, tipsy with 
admiration the most passionate and wild ! ” It was the 
same thing everywhere, and Disraeli exultingly drank his 
fill of fame. Next year (1845) Sybil, a novel dedicated to 
his wife, roused a new chorus of praise, and even Disraeli 
was for the time being satisfied. He could afford to 
forgive Peel for his niggardly treatment, but at the same 
time he felt no great necessity of being loyal to him. 
Thus when he began to realize that the Conservative leader 
was drifting more and more to the side of Free Trade, 
Disraeli began to see a chance of heading a new party in an 
attack which nobody could say was unjust, since Peel was 
going flatly against the acknowledged principles of his 
followers in pressing for the removal of the duties on com. 
Disraeli mockingly declared that Peel had “ caught the 
Whigs bathing and walked away with their clothes,” and 
the laughter in the House showed that the point had gone 
home. In the following year (1846) Peel carried the 
Repeal of the Corn Laws, but he did it at the expense of 
finding himself without a party. He looked round for his 
followers and found but few ; nearly all had gone off after 
the piper Disraeli. 

Now that Peel was overthrown, Disraeli was in a strong 
position, and from 1846 till his death he was very much in 
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This spirit of independence was alwa3'^s ofie of Disraeli’s 
outstanding characteristics. He fought his waj’^ into 
Parliament, and once there he held his ground, undaunted. 
Manj’- times he was up against foes, but he never sought 
an3'' one’s help. Men might jeer at his affectations, at his 
designed^ fantastic dress, at his almost comic airs of 
•importance, but tliey could find no weak spot in his 
courage. He was read3^ either for one or for all. 

At scliool Disraeli made a distinet impression in spite of 
the fact tliat he was no hard worker. His personality was 
strong, and he swept into his train bo3’^s of all sorts, who 
were vdlling to follow a leader who knew ver3’^ distinetly 
what he wanted to do. Decision is one of the qualities 
most needed for conunand, and Disraeli had this in plenty. 

On leaving school he looked about for some means by 
whicli he coxild become great. Other men had hit the 
mark in 3'outh, why not he ? And so he cast about, 
hoping for some opportunit3’- by whicli he might astonish 
the world. Sleanwhile he condescended to work for a time 
in a solicitor’s office. The thought of Parliament was 
constantl3' in his mind. Along that line, he decided, la3’' 
the short cut to greatness. 

B3- the time he was twenty’’, Disraeli was growing im- 
patient that greatness had not thrust itself upon him, 
and he therefore resolved to open the 03^ster of fame with 
his pen. Witli this intention he wrote Viman Grey, a 
novel, which was published in 1826 . It had quite a 
pleasing success, and Disraeli could whisper to hunsdf 
that at twent3'-two few had made more stir. 

His ambition, however, was still far firom satisfied, and 
the first sip of success only made liim long for more. !But 
a spectre arose in his patli. Ill-health began to dog him, 
and even Disraeli had to 3rield to tliis foe. He ver3’' cheer- 
full3’’ gave up his work at the solicitor’s ofifice and went 
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abroad, Hoping that travel would make him better. With 
the success of Vivian Grey to herald his way, he was able 
to assume some of the consequence of a man of letters, 
and his pale face, blaek curly hair, dark eye, and quiek, 
nervous mouthj gave him a romantic and interesting air. 
He was well aware of the touch of oddity in his appearance, 
and he deliberately heightened the effect by wearing 
gaily coloured, extraordinary clothes. By these means 
he would draw all eyes upon liim as a mountebank, and 
then, when he had fully gained the attention of all around 
him, he would suddenly throw out a brilliant remark, 
which wotdd surprise his hearers into admiration, and so 
bring him triumph. 

Underneath all Disraeli’s odds and ends of flippancies 
and affectations lay a warm, affectionate heart. He was 
particularly devoted to his sister, Sarah, and the end of 
his journey to the Continent was saddened by the sudden 
death from small-pox of the companion travelling with him, 
William Meredith, who was about to be married to Sarah 
Disraeli. In his despair Disraeli wrote a characteristic 
letter to his sister. “Yes, my beloved,” he wrote," be 
my genius, my solace, my companion, my joy. We will 
never part, and if I cannot be to you all our lost friend 
was, at least we will feel that life can never be a blank 
while gilded by the perfect love of a sister and a brother.” 
Even when truly grieving for the sorrow of others, Disraeli 
instinctively thought first of himself. He did not know 
that he did it. Much of his egotism was due to the artist 
in the man. 

Shortly after his retmn from abroad Disraeli foimd 
himself actually in the rose-coloured world of fame. 
.He had published his second novel. The Young Duke, 
in 1831, and now Contarini Fleming, published in 1832, 
was so enthusiastically received that its author became 
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at once a literarj* lion. Fasliionable women sent him 
invitations to their parties and at homes ; he dined -with 
the great, and felt himself of as mueh consequence as 
anyone. The excitement and pleasure of his triumph 
made his conversation more brilliant than ever. An 
■A^ierican who sat next to him at a banquet afterward 
^nvidly declared : “ He talked like a racehorse approach- 
ing the wiiming-post, everj’^ muscle in action.” 

From this moment Disraeli never doubted that 
before long he would be lifted into unwithering fame. 
He was indeed approaching the winning-post, but he 
was not j-^et quite there. Five years had to pass 
before his high ambition was fulfilled, and it was not 
till 1837, when he had twice been defeated, that he was 
at last elected to sit in the House of Commons as member 
for JIaidstone. 

He owed his seat largely to his friends, Hr and Mrs 
Wimdham Lewis, wealthy people wlio believed heartily 
in liis genius and spared no pains to give him all the help 
they could. In this manner Disraeli entered Parliament. 
He was thirty-three, well known, a novelist of fame, a 
good speaker, self-possessed, burning with ambition, and 
fully resolved to make real tlie dreams of greatness that 
had so long been his. 

A good many curious eyes followed him when he took 
his place. King William the Fourth had just died and 
the chivalry of the new Parliament was quickened by 
the thought of the yoimg girl who was now the sovereign 
of the country. The TlTiigs were in office, and the middle- 
aged, kindly hearted Lord Melbourne was Prime Minister. 
He had already won the heart of the Queen by his tact 
and his courtesy, and she was well pleased to call him her 
chief minister. But she was not without views of her 
own, and her earliest interviews with her ad^dsers showed 
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.clearly enough that presently she -would be thoroughly 
■well able to take command. Expectations of -what the 
future -would bring moulded the temper of the new 
Parliament. Great things were in front. Cliivalry, 
ambition, enthusiasm all lay in the melting-pot. Up till 
now the young queen had led so retired a life that few loiew 
anything at all of her character. Every man saw reason 
for indulging in the dream he most wanted to come true. 

This background of expectation was exactly suited to 
Disraeh’s temperament. He loved the unusual, and the 
new House gave him special opportunities. He -was 
neither shy nor nervous. A fighter in boyhood, he was a 
fighter still, and he entered Parliament with an eye on 
the alert for enemies. He foimd some at once. A little 
time earher he had made a foolish and unprovoked attack 
on O’Connell, who had so far sho-wn him a good deal of 
kindness. O’Connell retorted -violently, declaring that 
Disraeli was the lineal descendant of the impenitent 
thief on the cross. The gibe stuck, and Disraeli was 
left to brood over the insult which he had brought 
upon himself. The matter was still not forgotten, so 
that when Disraeli entered the House, the O’Connellites 
watched for an opportunity to trip up this arrogant 
young man who had dared to speak against their chief. 
The moment soon came. Disraeli, who had taken his 
seat among Peel’s party, got up to make his maiden 
speech. O’Connell’s men tittered and jeered. They 
hummed and interrupted ; they laughed softly and used 
every art of exasperation. It was not a bad speech, and 
for a long time DisraeU courageously held his groimd'j 
though few could hear what he said. Then just when he 
had launched into what he considered a particularly fine 
passage, anuproardro-wned him. He paused, and a moment 
later, in a voice that rang out above every one, he cried : 
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I will sit down now, but the tune will come when you will 
hear me.” He sat do'^m. Peel and a good many others 
applauded, and even the O’Connellites were abashed; 
though in one sense he had failed, in another sense he had 
scored. He had sIioato he was not a nonentity to be 
snuffed out by a little laughter, and now that lus enemies 
had baited him and had their revenge tliey were willing 
to leave him in peace. On the whole, though it was 
an unpleasant beginning, it did not argue badly for tire 
future, -and proved that whatever Disradi might be,. he 
was a man to be reckoned with. One of liis friends gave 
him a word of good advice. “ Try to be dull,” he said. 

. . . “ In a short time the House will sigh for the vat 
and eloquence they know are in you. They will en- 
courage you to pour them forth, and thus you will have 
tlie ear of the House and be a favourite.” 

Two years after he entered Parliament Disraeli married 
Mrs Wyndham Lewis, who was then a widow. She was 
fifteen years older than Disraeli but devoted to him, and 
he responded by giving her very warm affection. She 
was rich, and it was naturally said that tliis was the reason 
why Disradi wanted to marry her ; but the match was 
a happy one, and afteiward Mrs Disradi used often to saj’- : 

“ Dizzy married me for my money, but if he had the chance 
over again he would do it for love.” 

Disraeli’s oddities in dress and manner did not alwaj's 
make a good impression ; they sometimes made him 
suspected of being only a clever mountebank. The kind- 
hearted but conventional Ped was among those who were 
puzzled by these eccentricities. He felt uneasy about this 
strange member of his pai’ty, regarding him as a rocket, 
very pretty to watch and admire, but rather dangerous 
to handle. Consequently, when Peel became Prime 
lAIinister in 1841 he did not offei- ‘ Dizzy ’ a place in the 
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Cabinet. Disraeli was bitterly disappointed. Worse 
still, he made his annoyance known in a letter which he 
wrote to Peel. But Peel was not the man to be buUied ; 
he continued to keep Disraeli at arm’s-length, and a 
coolness sprang up which at last became almost dislike. 

Checlonated in Parliament, Disraeli fell back upon his 
pen. Here at last he could be imfettered, and he threw 
himself into writing Coningsby. It was published in 1844 
and swept fashionable London off its feet. “ I have just 
finished it,” -svTote a friend. “ What can I say, or write, 
or think ? I am , so dazzled, bewildered, tipsy with 
admiration the most passionate and wild ! ” It was the 
same thing everywhere, and Disraeli exultingly drank his 
fill of fame. Next year (1845) Sybil, a novel dedicated to 
his wife, roused a new chorus of praise, and even Disraeli 
was for the time being satisfied. He could afford to 
forgive Peel for his niggardly treatment, but at the same 
time he felt no great necessity of being loyal to him. 
Thus when he began to realize that the Conservative leader 
was drifting more and more to the side of Free Trade, 
Disraeli began to see a chance of heading a new party in an 
attack which nobody could say was unjust, since Peel was 
going flatly against the acknowledged piinciples of his 
followers in pressing for the removal of the duties on com. 
Disraeli mockingly declared that Peel had “ caught the 
Whigs bathing and walked away with their clothes,” and 
the laughter in the House showed that the point had gone 
home. In the following year (1846) Peel carried the 
Repeal of the Corn Laws, but he did it at the expense of 
finding himself without a party. He looked round for his 
followers and found but few ; nearly all had gone off after 
the piper Disraeli. 

Now that Peel was overthrown, Disraeli was in a strong 
position, and from 1846 till his death he was very much in 
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the public eye. The authority and importance for whicli 
he had sighed now fell into his hand like ripe fruit from a 
bougli. He caught it eagerly. Office still held a lure for 
iiim ; importance was enchanting. Three times he was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and in 1852 he became the 
leader of the House of Commons in the Dcrby-Disraeli 
Ministry. There were three Derby-Disraeli Slinistries. 
The first, a short one, lasted only a few months in 1852 ; 
the second lasted from 1858-1859 ; and the third from 
186G-1868. In the last of these Disraeli Avas Prime 
Minister for the last nine months, when ill-healtli forced 
Lord D erby to give up his office. But the greatest triumph 
for Disraeli came in 1874, when he ivas again Prime 
Minister, and this time for a period of six years. 

During this rapid, passage across the stepping-stones of 
success, Disraeli had not lost his old deh'ght in springing 
surprises on others. He did not like other people to 
surprise him, but he thoroughly enjoyed doing it himself. 
He made one of these sudden flashes in 1867, when he 
came forward ivith a Reform Bill Avhich the Liberal party 
looked upon as their piece of work. Disraeli saw that the 
coimtry was set on further reforms in the franchise, and 
he was quick-witted enough to realize that this Avas the 
opportunity by which his opponents hoped to Avin favour. 
He resolved to snatch it from them and capture it for 
himself, and tlierefore he boldly brought in the Reform 
Bill of 1867. JIany of his followers were just as aghast 
as Peel’s disciples had been over the repeal of the Corn 
Laws. But Disraeli mocked at tiieir dismay, and 
laughingly teased them about being afraid of the leap 
in the dark,” by which he declared he had “ dished the 
Whigs.” His daring pleased the bolder spirits in his camp; 
but some shook their heads and looked doubtful. All 
the time-worn ideals of party seemed to be changing. 
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Old-fashioned men asked in be^vilderment where the next 
step would lead them. Disraeli himself probably could 
not have told them. His mind was never held in plaee 
with iron bands. He kept it imfettered, ready to adapt 
it to the needs of the moment.. 

This freedom from fixed ideas kept him young and alert 
in spirit, and though he was seventy when he became 
Prime Minister in 1874', he was no old man. He had lost 
some of his defiant manner, but he had gained in courtesy, 
in charity, and in acts of deference. In 1876 he caused 
Victoria to be given the title of Empress of India, a title 
now held by each monarch of our country. In the same 
year he accepted a peerage for himself and became hence- 
forth the Earl of Beaconsfield. Two years later he went 
with Lord Salisbury to Berlin, where they carried through 
a treaty between England and Russia which for the time 
being settled the dispute about Tmkey, and Beaconsfield 
came home in triumph, declaring he had brought ‘ peace 
with honour.’ Two years later (1880) he resigned his 
office, published his last novel, 'Endijmion, and withdrew 
to the quiet country life wliich, in spite of his vivid interest 
in men and their ways, had always been dear to him. He 
died in the following year at the age of seventy-seven. 
There had been few empty moments in his life. He had 
flung himself heartily into the business of living. He had 
mestled not only ivith other men but with himself, 
■\vririgmg but of himself the utmost that was in him ; 
testing his abilities and putting them at a gallop, alwa 5 '^s 
intent upon realizing himself, upon doing passionately 
whatever was within his power. In his tumultuous career 
he had made many enemies ; he had wounded friends, and 
he had angered foes ; but at all points he had forced 
admiration, even from the most imwilling, by his audacity, 
his versatility, his brilliance, his superb belief in himself, 
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nnd his freedom from petty nutlice. Though not himself 
nfrnitl of leaping in the dnrk. hr never struck ft foe by 
stfftUh. He is.'is ready for nil \vho inieht come neninst 
him ; but he voidd not lie in wnit to trip them uu- 
awores* “ I always nim.” he oner wrote. '* in alt 1 do nt 
the hieliest.” .Sturdier succcs'«rs he brushed aside with 
imputii nce. Nothinp less than the hipluwt could s-atisfy 
his sj^iril, so e.aper were his aspirntions, so dauntless 
his ininpiuinp:. 



RICHARD COBDEN 

The proper sittdy of mankind is man ." — Fope 

A n energetic mother and a happy-go-lucky father 
were the parents of Richard Cobden. They 
lived near Midhurst in Sussex, and here was bom 
the boy whose name was to live in history as that of a 
man who helped to give the people cheap bread. When 
Cobden was a boy bread was dear and wages were' low j 
and though life was then a simple affair, made up of hard 
work and very few holidays, the labourer had to spend 
most, if not all, of his wages in getting enough food to 
feed the children in his home. Cobden knew this from 
experience, As a child he had seen poverty all around 
hm ; and when he became a man he set on foot a emsade, 
in which he preached of a cheaper loaf, a better workman, 
and a happier land. 

He was bom in 1804, when ‘ Farmer ’ George was still 
on the throne, but his great work was not done till the 
time of Victoria. As a boy he had not. a very happy 
life. His kindly, happy-go-lucky father died when the 
son was but twelve years old, and though his mother 
was a clever and capable woman, she had hard work to 
meet the lneeds of all. her children. An uncle offered 
to send Richard to a boarding-schooh and to Yorkshire 
he went. It was a wretched place with bad food and 
worse teaching. . Such schools are not . now to be found, 
but in Cobden’s day the general level of education was 
low, and boys counted themselves lucky if they found 
. ^ ■ : '-66 - ■ 
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him famous. His commercial earnings had been sacrificed 
to his public work, but a magnificent public present of 
£80,000 showed how warmly he was appreciated by the 
people. The great climax in his life was over, and though 
he continued to be an important figure, lie did not again 
dazzle the country. His great aim now was to strengtlien 
good relations bebreen England and the other countries 
in Europe. He opposed war because he had a natural 
love for peace, and because he believed that a coimtry at 
war wealcens itself. At the outbreak of the Crimean War, 
with all England eager for combat, Cobden stood sadty 
aloof, lamenting a struggle from which he believed no 
good could result to either coimtrj\ 

^fiien the Indian Jlutiny took place in 1857 he shared 
the nation’s horror at the event. But here again he re- 
flected sadly that he was out of place in tlie common 
enthusiasm for conquest by arms. “Do we find,” he 
Avrote, “ that Government and Parliament acquit them- 
selves so well in domestic matters that they have a surplus 
of efficienc}’- and energy for Hindoostan. ... If Catholic 
and Protestant can’t live together in Belfast, excepting 
vmder something like martial law, are we the people to 
teach Christian charity and toleration to tlie Hindoos ? 
With such 'i’iews as mine, what am I to do in public life 
in the midst of all this excitement for reconquering and 
Chrisiianizing India ? ” 

But if Cobden was by temperament imable to cope with 
the warlike antagonisms which from time to time arise 
between nations, he was seen at his best in smoothing tlie 
way for friendly trade relations. He did good work of 
this kind between England and France, and in 1860 he 
carried through a commercial treaty of great servnce to 
both countries. Palmerston suggested to Quem Victoria 
that some honour should therefore be given him, .apd die 
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themselves at a school where there was moderate 
kindness and enough to eat. 

Cobden’s miserable experiences in Yorkshire gave him 
an insight into character. He early learnt to know that 
the world holds crueltj’^ as well as Idndnessj and he began 
unconsciously to notice men and their ways. This passion 
for studying character was one that remained with bim 
always. And later in life when he went abroad, one of 
his chief delights was to obsen’-e the good and bad qualities 
of each nation. 

The uncle who sent Cobden to school in Yorkshire after- 
ward made a place for him in his warehouse in London, 
and here the youth came when he was about sixteen years 
of age. The change was delightful to him and he worked 
whole-heartedly, though all his spare moments were given 
to reading. His uncle distrusted books, and beh'eved 
that learning and business could not go together ; so he 
saw' with aimoj'unce that his nephew liked stud}’- and gave 
him a lecture on the folly of neglecting his work. But the 
lecture was hardly needed, for though Cobden loved 
reading, he was also a hard worker. Bbs nature was too 
strenuous for him to be slack in any of liis doings. He 
knew his own powers, and he had himself well in hand. 
Some people complained that he was too self-confident, but 
in him this was a quality that sprang from determination, 
not from conceit. Like his mother, he was energetic and 
resourceful ; like his father, he was careless about money, 
gay, good-tempered, and fond of company. 

At the age of twent}r-four Cobden joined with two otlier 
young men in setting up a calico warehouse in Manchester. 
He went north by coadi. It took him twenty hours to 
get to Manchester, wliich seemed to him ‘ marvellously 
short’ To-day, when we have grown accustomed to 
aeroplanes travelling a mile a juinute, Cobden’s coach ride 
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sounds a lengthy affair. The three young men had httle 
money to help them, but they worked so industriously 
and well that ‘ Cobden prints ’ soon made a name for 
themselves. Cobden bade fair to become a rich and 
successful man of business. He appeared content with 
his life, and free from the social ambition which turned 
the thoughts of so many young men of the day toward 
Parliament. 

But just when he seemed most settled as an ordinary 
man of business, Cobden began to show liimself in a 
new light. The great increase in his trade put money 
into his pocket, and gave him leisure. He travelled, and 
travel set his mind to work. The different conditions 
in the countries he visited interested him hugely, and as a 
result he published in 1835 a pamphlet entitled England, 
Ireland and America, by a Manchester Manufacturer. The 
essay was -widely read. This Manchester manufacturer 
had not gone about the world -with his eyes shut. People 
found he had a good deal to say about the social conditions 
at home and elsewhere, and they foimd, too, that he said 
it excellently. His thinking was not only original ; it 
was sound. 

A year later Cobden published another pamphlet, called 
Russia, in which he fought hard against the hatred of 
Russia wliich was then common in England. Here he 
and Palmerston took opposite sides. Cobden was always 
on the side of peace and amiability; Palmerston had 
a much more warlike disposition, and he made it his 
business to preach the doctrine that Russia was to be 
distrusted. 

From this point Cobden became a public man. TTis 
■ brother pleaded he should give more attention to his 
business, but the spirit of reform was astir in him, and he 
decided that his life should not be guided by the mere 
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desire to make money. With something of his father’s 
carelessness he flung himself into his new occupation, 
hoping that calicoes and cottons would still flourish, but 
not troubling his head vastly about them. He enjoyed 
ha\dng money because it flowed him to travel and 
helped him to continue his study of mankind, but he had 
no nush to heap up wealth ; he believed in spending his 
life lardshl}^ not in measuring it out bit by bit in days 
of imnecessar}’^ toil. 

Cobden’s study of the conditions of life in the countries 
tlurough which he wandered had made liim convinced that 
England’s great safety laj”^ in cheaper bread for her people. 
Everj’^ bushel of com that came into the country had a 
heavy tax on it. Because of this, home-grown com was 
sold at a high price, and so bread was alwaj's dear. 
This meant that the great mass of people foimd it hard 
to live comfortably, since the price of bread was so high. 
Cobden argued that a better-fed workman could do better 
work, and that therefore if bread were cheaper other 
tilings could be bought as well, and thus the countr}’’ would 
be strengthened, because the people would be healthier, 
happier, and more ^ngorous in body and mind. This 
belief became his first thought in life, and he tlierefore 
joined a society formed in Manchester for the purpose of 
protesting against any tax on com. Cobden’s enthusiasm 
at once made itself felt, and the society, growing larger, 
became known throughout tlie country as the Anti-Corn 
Law League. Though still a manufacturer of ‘prints,’ 
Cobden’s cliief energy wasnow given to work for tlie League, 
so that tliough his business dwindled, his fame increased. 

To drive home his arguments Cobden went about the 
country explaining his views, and thus in 1843 he met 
John Bright. The two quickly became fast friends. 
Cobden was now thirty-nine ; be was energetic and full 
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of enthusiasm, though not very strong. Bright was sp^e 
seven years younger, healthier than Cobden and just' as' 
enthusiastic. The two men liked each other at once, and 
before long they had planned out a crusade on behalf 
of an untaxed loaf. Agitations of this sort sometimes rest 
upon base motives, but Cobden and Bright harboured no 
thought of self-interest. They were as much crusaders 
as any mediaeval knight, and then’ one aim was to 
succour the distressed and to relieve the poor. Then’ 
entire abandon to the work made a great impression 
on the country. Whatever might be said of these two 
men, no one could insinuate that they made self-reward 
their goal. 

This complete devotion to the cause in hand was 
characteristic of Cobden, and in this respect he never 
altered. Though circumstances tlnust him into Parlia- 
ment, and he became a statesman, his greatest gifts did 
not lie in statesmanship. A statesman — even the very 
greatest — ^must consider expediency ; he must weigh good 
and bad in the scales together and make the best he can 
of the mixture. But Cobden’s temperament was not of 
this kind. He was an apostle, a crusader, a man bent 
upon one object, thinking of no side issues, considermg 
no expediency. His greatness cannot be denied, but the 
greatness sprang from the man, and not jhom his states- 
manship. And so it is very fitting that though he in- 
fluenced his country so much, he never had a seat in any 
Cabinet. Palmerston offered him a place in 1859, but it 
was refused. Palmerston’s foreign policy was distasteful 
to Cobden, and he was too honest a man to be outwardly 
an ally and inwardly an opponent. 

Ever since the passing of the Reform Bill in 1832 
there had been murmurs against the tax on com. The 
fervid speeches of Bright and Cobden had increased the 
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agitation, and the Anti-Corn Law League had given . it 
solid shape. In 1845 an autimrn of terrible rain com- 
pleted the work. Day after day rain poured down from 
a leaden sky. Men went to bed in rain and wakened up 
to find it still streaming down. They spoke of next 
week being better. But there was no change. The fields 
were drenched and sodden ; the harvests battered and 
ruined. In the face of this calamity, the cry “ no tax on 
bread ” rose higher, and the ruined farmers now joined 
in the cry. Cobden and his followers were appalled at 
the distress, but it put a weapon into their hands. In the 
face of such suffering bread had to be cheaper. It was 
impossible that a starving people should pay a tax on their 
loaf. And so the disaster of the harvest proved the 
death-knell of dear bread, for, says Lord Morley, “ It was 
the rain that rained away the Com Laws.” 

The Prime Slinister at this crisis was Peel, the leader 
of the Conservative party. But Peel had not listened to 
Cobden’s speeches in vain ; nor watched the distress in 
the country unmoved. His outward appearance was calm 
and self-possessed, but he had keen sympathy, and he 
was a man who thought for himself. His followers were 
men who were opposed to the removal of the tax on com, 
and they naturally expected their leader to uphold them. 
To their amazement, disgust, and chagrin, Peel came 
forward in 1846 with a proposal to do away with the Corn 
Laws by reduciag the tax gradually till it was dropped 
altogether. In spite of furious attacks by Iiis party. Peel 
held to his proposition. Cobden and Bright were wild 
mth excitement. Lively debates followed day after day ; 
there were jeers and cheers ; hooting and laughter ; but at 
last on the 26th of June the Repeal of the Com Laws was 
carried, and Cobden, writing to his wife, cried : “ Hmrah I 
Hurrah 1 the Com BiU is law, and now my work is done.” 
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Nothing is more characteristic of Cobden than the 
plirase “ my work is done.” He had been in Parliament 
since 1841, but he had lived so entirely for one object that 
when that object was accomplished he felt he had finished 
liis work. An ordinary statesman would have been ready 
to go on to the next political undertaking ; Cobden, having 
led a crusade to a close, had no eye for incidental glory 
in the House. He had carried through his great piece of 
work ; the next duty might quite likely lie outside the 
walls of Parliament. 

Some time before the Repeal of the Corn Laws, Peel 
and Cobden had bitterly wounded each other. Cobden, 
speaking in the heat of enthusiasm, had held Peel re- 
sponsible for the distress in the coimtry. Peel, just then 
suffering from a nervous fear of attack, declared that the 
words would fix the eyes of would-be assassins on himself. 
Cobden strove to explain, but the affair ended in bitter- 
ness, and both men nm’sed private math. But the 
common cause of a starving country brought them 
together again, and though Cobden was a Whig and Peel 
a Tory, nothing could exceed Peel’s fine generosity when, 
after the passing of the Repeal of the Corn Laws, he 
brought his speech to_a close with these words: “Sir, 
the name which ought to be, and will be, associated with 
the success of these measures, is the name of a man who, 
acting, I believe, from pme and disinterested motives, had 
advocated their cause with untiring energy, and by 
appeals to reason, expressed by an eloquence, the more 
to be admired because it was unaffected and unadorned — 
the name which ought to be and will be associated with 
the success of these measures is the name of Richard 
Cobden. Without scruple, sir, I attribute the success 
of these measures to him.” 

share in removing ,the tax from bread madp 
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him famous. His commercial earnings had been sacrificed 
to his public work, but a magnificent public present of 
£80,000 showed how warmly he was appreciated by the 
people. The great climax in his life was over, and though 
he continued to be an important figure, lie did not again 
dazzle the country. His great aim now was to strengtlien 
good relations bebreen England and the other countries 
in Europe. He opposed war because he had a natural 
love for peace, and because he believed that a coimtry at 
war wealcens itself. At the outbreak of the Crimean War, 
with all England eager for combat, Cobden stood sadty 
aloof, lamenting a struggle from which he believed no 
good could result to either coimtrj\ 

^fiien the Indian Jlutiny took place in 1857 he shared 
the nation’s horror at the event. But here again he re- 
flected sadly that he was out of place in tlie common 
enthusiasm for conquest by arms. “Do we find,” he 
Avrote, “ that Government and Parliament acquit them- 
selves so well in domestic matters that they have a surplus 
of efficienc}’- and energy for Hindoostan. ... If Catholic 
and Protestant can’t live together in Belfast, excepting 
vmder something like martial law, are we the people to 
teach Christian charity and toleration to tlie Hindoos ? 
With such 'i’iews as mine, what am I to do in public life 
in the midst of all this excitement for reconquering and 
Chrisiianizing India ? ” 

But if Cobden was by temperament imable to cope with 
the warlike antagonisms which from time to time arise 
between nations, he was seen at his best in smoothing tlie 
way for friendly trade relations. He did good work of 
this kind between England and France, and in 1860 he 
carried through a commercial treaty of great servnce to 
both countries. Palmerston suggested to Quem Victoria 
that some honour should therefore be given him, .apd die 
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was offered his choice of ^coming a baronet or a privy 
councillor. He declined both honours. His tastes were 
free from tawdry ambition. , Anything he had achieved 
had sprung from imselfish motives. In serving the cause of 
the people he had followed out a high-souled devotion to 
the call of humanity, not only in his own country but in all 
lands. The narrower interests of a special country did 
not claim him. When he thought of hmnan needs he 
travelled in mind over many nations. For this reason he 
was rather the servant of humanity than the statesman 
of one nation. The ins and outs of official expediency were 
tedious to him. High-souled himself, he looked for the 
same loftiness in others. He never expected spite, and 
so he was unprepared to cope with the subtleties of a less 
straightforward mind. He knew how to fight for a cause, 
but his magnificent honesty sometimes set him at a dis- 
advantage with men of a meaner type. His sympathies 
were easily moved, and he hated strife ; but once he had 
taken up a stand he held to it with the unflinching cheer- 
fiilness of a martyr, ready to endure anything rather than 
yield. Thus he became not only trusted by his followers, 
but beloved. And when he died in 1865 his death made 
many men and women realize that while the nation had 
lost a great reformer, they had a friend the less. 



JOHN BRIGHT 


" A deep, great, genuine sincerity is the first characteristic of all 
men in any way heroic .” — Carlyle 

J OHN BRIGHT, born 1811 , has been aptly called 
Cobden’s twin brother in politics. They were 
friends both in public and in private life. Not 
only did they sincerely love each other, but they viewed 
almost every public question from the same standpoint 
and usually came to the same conelusions. But there was 
one subject upon which they differed widely. Cobden had 
a thorough belief in the well-established middle classes, but 
he eyed working men distrustfuUy and was unwilling to 
allow them the right to vote. Bright, on the other hand, , 
looked upon working men as the backbone of the country, 
and he worked hard to give them full political privileges. 
Hence, though in general Cobden was the more daring of 
the pair, on this point it was Bright who showed a more 
advanced spirit. Cobden was strong in common sense ; 
Bright had more vision ; Cobden could reason men into 
seeing his point, but Bright had flashes of inspiration 
which made him a more subtle speaker than his friend. 
Botli men were absolutely sincere, and in this lay their 
strength. 

The Bright family were Quakers — ^plain, honest people 
who lived sparely and brought up tlieir children to fear 
God. Though the house was simple, it held an air of 
‘ high thinking ’ in its bare rooms ; and if the children were 
early taught the meaning of ‘duty,’ they were tenderly 
cared for and loved. They grew up self-reliant, obedient, 

75 



76 In Victorian Times 

fearless, loving one another dearly, but never afraid of 
speaking plainly. Strangers often thought them blmit 
and xmpolished ; for the Bright children did not know 
either how to flatter or how to conceal unfavourable 
opinions. But among themselves they were as happy 
a family of boys and girls as could be found anywhere, 
neither spoiled nor neglected, a wholesome, happy- 
hearted brood. 

In such siuroimdings Jolm Bright grew up. His home 
was at Rochdale, where his father had a mill. The golden 
age for manufacturers was only just beginning. At the 
opening of the nineteenth century trade had still a long 
way to go. Machinery was eyed with suspicion by many. 
The workers thought machines would rob them of their 
occupation. The masters had not yet fully realized how 
to control and develop trade. The Government was very 
slow in making the way easy for commerce. So that 
though Jolm Bright’s father owned a mill he- was not 
wealthy, and his son had only a very ordinary education 
at a school in the toAvn near which he lived. 

But the atmosphere of the home is more important than 
the best of schools, and though Bright never went to the 
university, he read a great deal, and, what was better, 
he thought about what he read. There were other young 
men in the tomi with a taste for books and an inclination 
for discussing public questions, and these youths used to 
meet together to debate. Bright took a leading part 
among them. His crude, youthful speeches were not 
vlthout the promise of future oratory. His remarks were 
thoughtful and earnest; and liis clear, bell-like voice 
made listening a pleasure. 

Bright was still in his twenties when he met Cobden, 
but some years passed before the two men joined 
together in a crusade against the Corn Laws. Cobden 
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in wHch it stood, grave, dignified and reserved. Here 
affairs of the day were seriously discussed, and great men 
stepped across the thresliold. Good sense and high 
breeding gave the house its tone, and a sense of quiet 
happiness and comfort ruled over all. 

Till the age of twelve the boy remained at home, but in 
1821 he was sent to Eton. In a quiet way he enjoyed 
school life. The ferocious Dr Keatc, well skilled in 
bircliing, was Headmaster at the time, but he seems to 
have looked favourably on the new boy, who was quiet 
and industrious, and disinelined for high pranks. Though 
not without his share of spirits, Gladstone was never 
a ‘ rowdy ’ boy, and he found liis friends among those 
who liked to ramble in the country and talk earnestly 
of matters usually supposed to be far beyond the reach 
of schoolboys. His chief friend was Arthur Hallam, "with 
whom he spent many long hours, lazing in the meadows, 
and debating on grave themes. 

From Eton, Gladstone went to Oxford when he was 
nineteen. College life pleased him. He enjoyed the air 
of freedom, the right to be himself. The first year was 
spent very leisurely ; books had their turn, but so had 
gaiety, till the characteristic rmdercxnrent of gravity 
asserted itself once niore and Gladstone began to study 
in earnest. Once up to the battle, he put his whole heart 
into it, with the result that in 1831 he had the delight of 
taking a First Class in both Classics and Mathematics. 
His tutors praised him, his parents were justly proud, 
and his college friends warmly vied with one another in 
recounting what he had done. At the Union he was known 
as a brilliant speaker. Every one declared a great future 
lay before him. 

In face of so much praise Gladstone’s natural gravity 
of character did him good service. It prevented him 



John Bright 77 

was seven years older than Bright, and he was naturally 
the leader. Bright made a magnificent disciple. He was 
enthusiastic, whole-hearted, and ready to defend his 
opinions tlirough thick and thin. In appearance he was 
a fine young man. The delicate child had grown into a 
tall, broad-shouldered fellow, %vith brooding eyes that 
could glow with enthusiasm or dance -with laughter. His 
gestures were very few, but he spoke with such earnestness 
that arm-waving was imnecessary, and the light and shade 
on his face added grace to words which would have been 
debased by the extravagant mannerisms of a lesser orator. 

In the House of Commons Bright’s greatest speeches 
were full of quiet restraint, shot with sudden flashes of 
poetry. When he rose to speak his hearers knew that his 
English would be pure, his images well chosen. They looked 
for pearls, but they never Icnew when they might occur. 
For Bright did not put all his jewels into his perorations ; 
he strewed them by the way, without any thought of studied 
effect, sometimes hardly conscious of their presence. In 
such a mood he made his famous speech pleading for peace 
between England and Russia at the time of the Crimean 
War. “ I am certain,” he said, “ that many homes in 
England in which there now exists a fond hope that the 
distant one may return — ^manysuch homes maybe rendered 
desolate when the next mail shall arrive. The Angel of 
Death has been abroad throughout the land ; you may 
almost hear the beating of his ^vings. . . . He takes his 
victims from the castle of the noble, the mansion of the 
wealthy, and the cottage of the poor and the lowly, and 
it is on behalf of all these classes that I make this solemn 
appeal.” Wlien he spoke the House of Commons was full ; 
a hush fell ; and the profound silence told how deeply the 
words had stirred them. Disraeli, who always had a 
sti'ong liking for Bright, met him afterward at an eating- 
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house and said : “ Bright, I would give all that I ever 
had to have made that speech just now.” Effects at 
once so noble and so unadorned were beyond ‘ Dizzy’s ’ 
reach. His mind was too subtle for them. True splendour 
has its rise in simplicity, and it was the simplicity of 
Bright’s mind that made him great. 

There were three important periods in Bright’s life. As 
a young man he joined with Cobden in working for the 
Repeal of the Com Laws ; in his middle period he stead- 
fastly resisted the Crimean War ; and in Ins later days he 
gave himself up to pleading for the vote for working men. 
Though a Quaker, and therefore opposed to all warfare, 
Bright had nothing tame in liis nature. He knew what 
he wanted, and he never ceased struggling till he got it. 
He was never made afraid by threats nor moved by bribes. 
Others might covet honours, great houses, fine garments, 
but J ohn Bright cared for none of these tilings. He looked 
upon Ufe with a candid gaze that often put liis opponents 
to shame. He was still plain-spoken John ; the old 
downright manners of his childliood clung to him ; he 
never concealed his opinions nor sought to gain time by 
pretence. The crookedness of other men puzzled him. 
In such a game he was no match for his foes. Once when 
an enemy abused him with imusual coarseness, one of his 
friends begged Hun to reply. He refused, saying gently : 

A man in a clean coat should never wrestle with a 
sweep.” 

Through the first half of his life abuse was never very 
far from Bright’s heels. His speeches against the Com 
Laws did not sp^e the feelings of his hearers. In terrible 
sentences he painted the hunger and despafr of people 
who lacked even the necessaries of life, buying meat by the 
pennyworth, and sleeping on filthy straw. He was too 
e oquent not to be heard, but many .went away from his 
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meetings furious. They did not like to have their feelings 
harrowed by these distressing pictures. Yet Bright was 
not exaggerating. The poverty of the moment was all he 
had said and more. Even the self-restrained Peel was so 
moved to pity by the suffering poor that he nobly sacrificed 
his politieal position, by declaring himself in favour of 
the removal of the Com Laws as a means to relieve the 
starving nation. 

Bright Avas thirty-two before he found a seat in Parlia- 
ment, but from the day he crossed its tlureshold the House 
realized that he was not only an orator but a man Avith an 
original mind. He spoke so well that men were obliged 
to listen, and listening they found him full of new ideas, 
not ready to bind himself blindly to any party, nor prepared 
to follow any special school of thought. Such an attitude, 
was sure to provoke enmity, but Bright gave little heed 
to considerations of this sort. He was not out to curry 
favom. He Avas out to speak his oAvn mind, to uphold 
the blunt traditions which he had learnt in the meadows 
where he had played as a child Avith his'outspoken brothers 
and sisters. 

The cold air of unfriendliness Arhich blew upon him 
at the opening of his public career in time grew less, and ■ 
at last ^ed away altogetlier. But it died very slowly. 
Jlen belonging by birth to the upper classes were suspitibus 
of a man so openly proud of his humble origin. When 
one or two of the most daring began to ask him to their 
homes, some of the noble guests were offended. They 
resented the presence of this plain man, and did not 
hesitate to say so. Even when this prejudice had died 
doAvn, and as a member of the Cabinet Bright was about 
to visit the palace in 1868, the Queen, dreading some 
loud-voiced outbreak from him, Avrote to Lord GranAulle, 
saying : “The Queen hopes Lord Granville Avill not draw 
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out Mr Bright too much.” But her Maje^’s fears 
were needless. Bright’s courtesy and kindliness soon 
enchanted the Queen and she became sincerely fond of 
her Quaker Minister. 

There was no period in Bright’s life when the tide of 
abuse against him rose so high as it did at the time of the 
Crimean War. At the outset the war was extraordinarily 
popular. Palmerston had set the feeling alight and the 
general eagerness to be at the enemy soon fanned it into 
a flame. Very, very few were the voices against it. 
Among the few were Bright’s clear tones, daxmtless and 
unabashed, protesting against a war which he believed 
should never have been begun. Almost to a man the 
nation turned upon him. Newspapers flung abuse ; 
strangers stared at him rudely ; even many who had been 
inclined to be friendly now gave him the cold shoulder. 
Artists drew jeering pictures of him ; little orators up 
and down the coimtry spent their breath denouncing him ; 
his eflngy was burnt amid a chorus of abusive delight. 
Bright meanwhile stuck to his opinions. A lesser man 
would have been shamed or hustled into following the 
popular throng ; but never Bright. Courage was one of 
his most shining virtues, and his enemies found ln’m 
exasperatingly steadfast. Gradually the rain of abuse 
grew less. The war began to go awry. People began 
to wonder if they had made a mistake. Had they been 
hurried into a needless sacrifice of men and money ? 
Homes mourning for fathers and brothers who would never 
return, and larders grown scanty through the stress of the 
war, made the nation pause and consider. Murmurs 
began to be heard — ^murmurs against the war, and against 
Palmerston, the idol of the war, and Bright suddenly 
discovered that the people had come roxmd to his view. 
He inade no effort to snatch poprdarity from this change 
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of front, but remained just -what he was before, plain 
John Bright, ready to give the people of his best, but not 
willing to be moved from any opinion either by friend or 
foe. 

Bright’s passionate belief in freedom made him a hot 
supporter of tlie Northern States at the time of the 
American Civil War in 1861. Quaker though he was, 
this was a war that he found just, and in Parliament he 
laimched into burning speech on behalf of the 150,000 
children bom every year into slaverj^ “ 'What,” he 
cried, “ would it be if our children were brought up to 
tills infernal system — one hundred and fifty thousand 
of them every year brought into tlie world in these Slave 
States, amongst these ‘ gentlemen,’ amongst this ‘ chivalry,’ 

‘ amongst these men tliat we can make our friends.’ ” 

Hard upon his agitation on behalf of the slaves, he 
flimg liimself into an attempt to extend the vote to 
the lower middle classes and working men. In 1867 his 
object was gained. Disraeli, seeing that the moment was 
ripe, came forv'ard with a Reform Bill. His followers 
were furious. They were fixed in their opposition to 
Reform, and it was hard to find their leader now suddenly 
calling them to vote for something they detested. But 
‘ Dizzy ’ knew where he stood. He wanted to out-race 
the 'Swings, to get credit for liimself and popularity for 
his party. And so tlie BUI was passed amid cheers from 
the "Whigs, and groans from the Conser\ntives, who cried 
that their leader had betrayed them. Among those who 
spoke bitterly of the event was Lord Cranboume (after- 
ward Lord Salisbury). “ I have heard,” lie said, “ that 
the BUI is a Conservative triumph. If it is a Conservative 
triumph to have adopted the principles of your most 
determined adversarj’^ ... I wUl venture to say the 
Conservative party has won no triumph so signal as this.” 

F 
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Party feelings, however, did not concern Bright, happy in 
the fact that the Bill he cherished had now become law, 
and unconcerned as to whether it was the Conservatives 
or the Liberals who had helped him to realize his aim. 

Bright did not die till 1889, so that his life lasted twenty- 
two years after the passing of the Reform BUI. But the 
Bill was the climax of his career, and he never again played 
a large part in the affairs of the nation. He was seventy- 
seven when he died, a gentle, loving old man, honest and 
direct in his speech, kind and helpful to any in trouble, a 
lover of everything pme and simple, and passionately 
devoted to little chUdren. His fame as an orator survives. 
Time wUl not rob him here, nor -svill it wipe out the impress 
of a life full of honesty, nor wear away the fragrance of a 
personality so refreshingly free from thoughts of self. 



WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE 

” The History of the World is but the Biography of great 
men" — Carlyle 

I N a flat-windowed house in a quiet, dignified 
street in Liverpool, at the beginning of the nine- 
teenth centur}’’, lived a grave, dignified little boy. 
By the calendar the year was 1816 , and the little boy, 
who was some seven years old, was praying earnestly that 
he might be spared the removal of a tooth. It was William 
Ewart Gladstone, as profoimdly in earnest at the age of 
seven as when he was eighty-seven. Education and 
experience moulded his character and in time gave him 
new traits, but tlirough evety change the sober little boy 
remained. In Gladstone, if anywhere, the child might 
M'ell be called the father to the man. 

This earnestness of spirit made him inclined both in 
childhood and in age to fasten his attention upon himself. 
Like Buni’^an, he searched his heart, and looking back over 
his past the most he would allow himself to saj’^ was : “ I 
do not think it was a -vdcious childliood.” Sucli a cautious 
statement might also be taken to imply that he was once 
a troublesome 3mimg rascal, the despair of his familj’^ and 
the torment of his neighboms. But nothing is further 
from the truth. All the accoxmts of Gladstone’s early 
life show him honourable, straightforward and lovable ; 
an English boy of the best possible type, not priggish, 
but certainty not blind to tlie fact that life is a serious 
business. 

The home to whieh he belonged was like the street 
S3 
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in wHch it stood, grave, dignified and reserved. Here 
affairs of the day were seriously discussed, and great men 
stepped across the thresliold. Good sense and high 
breeding gave the house its tone, and a sense of quiet 
happiness and eomfort ruled over all. 

Till the age of twelve the boy remained at home, but in 
1821 he was sent to Eton. In a quiet way ho enjoyed 
school life. The ferocious Dr Keatc, well skilled in 
bircliing, was Headmaster at the time, but he seems to 
have looked favourably on the new boy, who was quiet 
and industrious, and disinelined for high pranks. Though 
not without his share of spirits, Gladstone was never 
a ‘ rowdy ’ boy, and he found liis friends among those 
who liked to ramble in the eountry and talk earnestly 
of matters usually supposed to be far beyond the reach 
of schoolboys. His chief friend was Arthur Hallam, ivith 
whom he spent many long hours, lazing in the meadows, 
and debating on grave themes. 

From Eton, Gladstone went to Oxford when he was 
nineteen. College life pleased him. He enjoyed the air 
of freedom, the right to be himself. The first year was 
spent very leisurely ; books had their turn, but so had 
gaiety, till the characteristic rmdercurrent of gravity 
asserted itself once naore and Gladstone began to study 
in earnest. Once up to the battle, he put his whole heart 
into it, with the result that in 1831 he had the delight of 
taking a First Class in both Classics and Mathematics. 
His tutors praised him, his parents were justly proud, 
and his college friends warmly vied with one another in 
recounting what he had done. At the Union he was known 
as a brilliant speaker. Every one deelared a great future 
lay before him. 

In face of so much praise Gladstone’s natmal gravity 
of character did him good service. It prevented him 
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Church from her tlirone in Ireland. But much as Glad- 
stone loved the English Church, he had a still deeper love 
for justica He knew that most Irislunen were Roman 
Catholics, and it seemed to him unjust they should be 
controlled by a Church that was alien to them. Frantic 
people all over the countrj’^ declared it would end in ruin 
for both nations, but their denunciations left Gladstone 
unmoved. He held steadily to his point, believing that 
disestablishment would bring peace and good will to a 
land that had long been harassed by injustice. With 
this hope in his heart he cheerfullj’^ met the indignant 
onslaught of his opponents till 1874, when the general 
discontent with the Cabinet made liim resign his office 
and give up his position as Liberal leader. 

He bad now been Prime Slinister for six years. He 
was sixty-five, and he declared he was getting too old for 
office. Yet eighteen years later he became Prime J\Iinister 
for the fourth time ! But for the moment he was out of 
public favour; the Conservatives came into power, and 
Disraeli was made Prime Minister. The change was 
welcomed by the Queen, who liked Disraeli and enjo3’^ed 
his courteous manner toward her. Gladstone meanwhile 
withdrew a good deal from public life, intending to live 
quietly and at ease in his home at Hawarden, near Chester’. 
But he took too keen an interest in public affairs to be a 
silent subject, and in 1875 he attracted attention by his 
violent denimciations of the atrocities of the Turfe in 
Bulgaria. Five years later he was again in full swing, 
leader of the Liberals and for the second time Prime Minister 
of England. The Queen welcomed him politely but coldly. 
She was loath to see Disraeli go, and Gladstone wrote in 
his diary that her manner was “ natural under effort.” 

At the time of Iris return England was face to face with 
a foreign crisis. The cormtry was apparentlj^ at peace 
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from falling into conceit and made him gird up his louis 
for seTAuce. The House of Commons was his natural 
magnet. He had been brought up to look upon Parlia- 
ment ^^’ith reverence. His father knew Canning and had 
entertained him as a guest, and from childhood Gladstone 
had longed to follow in Canning’s steps. Now the oppor- 
tunity was his. The citizens of Newark made him tkeir 
member, and in 1832, when he was but twenty-tluree years 
of age, he entered the House with fljung colours. At the 
moment of his appearance the '\niigs were in office, but 
among the Conservatives Peel had a large follovdng. 
Gladstone quickl}’’ took his place on Peel’s side. Here he 
was warml}'^ welcomed and given every encouragement. 
His reputation had travelled from Oxford to the capital, 
and the older Peelites began to build tlieir hopes upon tliis 
3 ’^oung man, so ardent, so purposeful, and so determined 
to impress hunself on others. His splendid physique and 
his clear, musical voice added to his advantages. The 
Mliigs realized that Peel had gained a valuable recruit ; 
the Tories exulted and foretold future triumphs. 

Gladstone meanwhile was enjojung his new position, 
but he was also harassed bj"^ his own emotions. He spent 
his leisure examining himself, blaming liimself for inclina- 
tions that except in fancy had never been his, and dis- 
trusting even liis affection for others. He was naturally 
Avarm-hearted and generous, but he could not believe 
it, and when his much-loved friend Hallam was drowned 
in 1833 he AATote in his diarj’’: “This intelligence was 
deeply oppressive CA’en to m}’ selfish disposition.’’ In 
just such a strain Bunyan Avould have vTitten ; or Crom- 
well ; or perhaps Jolm Wesley. Gladstone’s character 
had much in connnon ndth each of these men, but fortun- 
ately work drove him out of himself, and soon his hours 
AA'ere too full for any morbid thought. Peel came into 
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office in 1834, and Gladstone was offered the post of Under 
Secretary for the Colonies. He accepted joyfully. It was 
a splendid chance for a young man of twenty-five. He 
plunged into worlcwith enthusiasm, andfound hfevery good. 

Now that office had become his, Gladstone made it 
more than ever his business to imderstand the needs of 
the country. It was not an easy task. Within the last 
few years a ne\Y England had arisen. The population 
of the country had gone up ; factories had been built 
and there was a great demand for workers, and yet many 
in the country were terribly poor. Food was dear ; the 
houses of the poor were often little better than hovels ; 
there were not enough schools ; and the children were 
neglected, poorly clad, and poorly fed. Underneath 
these miseries there simmered a spirit of discontent. 
Some men who were willing to work could not find employ- 
ment ; and, on the other hand, masters were unable to 
find workers. Travelling from place to place was still a 
difficulty, and the villages and the towns were practically 
unconnected ; there were no trams ; no motor cars ; no 
bicycles. A man wishing to go any distance had to ride 
on horseback or go in a coach, or if he had no money he 
must needs walk. And so the villager remained in his 
village, willing to work, but often without work to do. 

In the meantime discontent grew, and the problem of 
the poor began to be serious. Even Peel, who loved order 
and valued tradition, began to suspect that there would 
have to be changes. He was hurt and distressed at the 
poverty that he saw. Very slowly he began to see that 
the only way out lay in withdrawing the taxes on com, 
and in 1846 he sacrificed everything for this cause. He 
repealed the Com Laws, but he fell from office, and 
most of his old supporters left him. Among the few 
who remained was Gladstone. 
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lost none of his earnestness on his way through life. He 
held that nothing could he good if it were built upon a 
rotten foundation ; and that no nation could flourish 
unless truth was alive among the citizens of that nation. 
This fervour, which was so marked a characteristic with 
Gladstone, would have been priggish had it not been 
sincere. But though he had numerous enemies, many 
of whom in their bitter detestation imsparingly heaped 
on him abuse and ridicule, no fair-minded person ever 
charged him with priggishness ; his sincerity was too 
marked for the most hostile to suspect it. 

Gladstone was a reformer, but the reforms which 
most appealed to him were of a regulated, well-ordered 
kind, and particularly those connected with finance. 
Here he was at his best. For him, rows of figures had no 
terror. He revelled in discussions of the nation’s ways 
and means ; and manipulated and rearranged taxes with 
the ease of a child playing at ninepins. Less capable men 
held their breath and watched his movements with 
anxiety, suspecting he would presently lead the country 
into a bog of ruin. But Gladstone’s judgment was truer 
than theirs, and by-and-by the nation awoke to the fact 
that though food was cheaper and taxes were less, there 
was more prosperity and more general comfort. Peel’s 
belief that better-fed men would make better workmen 
and more desirable citizens was being proved true. Even 
those who at first spoke most loudly against the new 
finance were bit by bit silenced by the quiet chorus of 
content in every quarter of the country. These financial 
reforms, which were begun by Gladstone in his Budget 
of 1853, were steadily carried out and increased till the 
Great Budget of 1860, which still further reduced taxes 
on food and attempted to take away the duty on paper. 
This latter was at first defeated by the Lords, but after 
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some delay it was carried tlirougli. All sorts of literature 
at once became cheaper. Newspapei's, whicli had been 
steadil}’- going doAwi in price since the newspaper stamp 
duty had been abolished in 1855, now became still cheaper, 
and in 1SG8 the London Daily News was sold at a penny a 
copy. This was the first penny daily paper in the country, 
but it was soon followed b}*^ others at the same price. 
Fen' men. were now too poor to be imable to buy a paper, 
and in consequence there was a great inerease in the 
interest of men and women in public affairs. Workers 
all over tlie country began to express their opinions ; the 
common man demanded tliat he, too, should be heard, 
and the changes thus brought about by the public press 
were little less than a revolution. 

Wliile Gladstone was busjong himself over financial 
reforms, he had to make his wa}’’ tlirough a storm of dis- 
approval. The sterner Conservatives hated his scheme ; 
the old IWiigs were almost as bitter ; but the younger 
men on both sides gave him their approval. The general 
masses of people were at first mimoved. Some were too 
busy to think about politics ; others did not care ; some 
were even ignorant of what was happening. But when 
one by one articles of food began to cheapen a buzz of 
satisfaction arose in the country, till by 1862 Gladstone 
found not only his schemes proved smmd, but himself 
popular. For the time being the clouds of criticism parted, 
and looking round him he said contentedly : “I foimd 
blue sky above me.” 

Four years later (1866) he took his place as the leader 
of the Liberal party. In 1868 there was a General 
Election, and he became Prime jMinister. This position 
brought him into close touch with Queen Victoria. 
Her jMajesty was kind to him, but she never really liked 
him, and at the bottom of her politeness lay a grain of 
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some delay it was carried through. All sorts of literature 
at once became cheaper. Newspapers, whicli had been 
steadily going down in price since the newspaper stamp 
dut}' had been abolished in 1855, now became still cheaper, 
and in 1SC8 the London Daily News was sold at a penny a 
copj\ This was the first penny dailj’- paper in the countrj’-, 
but it was soon followed by others at the same price. 
Few men were now too poor to be unable to buy a paper, 
and in consequence there was a great increase in the 
interest of men and women in public affairs. Workers 
all over the country began to express their opinions ; the 
common man demanded that he, too, should be heard, 
and the changes thus brought about by the public press 
were little less than a revolution. 

While Gladstone was bus3dng himself over financial 
reforms, he had to make his way through a storm of dis- 
approval. The sterner Conservatives hated his scheme ; 
the old I’lliigs were almost as bitter; but the younger 
men on both sides gave him their approval. The general 
masses of people were at first unmoved. Some were too 
busy to think about politics ; others did not care ; some 
were even ignorant of what was happening. But when 
one by one articles of food began to cheapen a buzz of 
satisfaction arose in the country, till by 1862 Gladstone 
found not onlj’’ his schemes proved sound, but himself 
popular. For the time being the clouds of criticism parted, 
and looking roimd him he said contentedly : “ I foimd 
blue sky above me.” 

Four years later (1866) he took his place as the leader 
of the Liberal party. In 1868 there was a General 
Election, and he became Prime Minister. This position 
brought him into close touch witli Queen Victoria. 
Her Majesty was kind to him, but she never really liked 
him, and at the bottom of her politeness lay a grain of 
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unfriendliness. Gladstone was too keen an observer of 
men and women to be unaware of her disinclination for 
liim, while on her side the Queen was too clear-sighted to 
be blind to the great qualities of her Minister. 

As monarch and minister they respected each other, but 
there was little affection betu'cen them. The energetic 
Gladstone endeavoured to point out to her Llajesty duties 
whieh he thought she ought to fulfil. The Queen was still 
deeply mourning the loss of her husband, who had died in 
1861, and she retorted that the Prime Jlinister was over- 
working her. Gladstone’s own rigorous methods did not 
always commend themselves to others, and the Queen had 
no relish for being bidden to do tliis or that. Though 
she was sincerely anxious to do all that she could for her 
people, she was very alive to the dignity of the CrovTi and 
resented the slightest appearance of hectoring. Thirteen 
years earlier (1858) Gladstone, who was then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, had provoked great praise by his 
Budget, and had even beem complimented in a personal 
letter from the Prince Consort. But since then he bad 
gone far, and his new views were not personally so 
agreeable to Queen Victoria as his old ones had been. 
Experience had taught her Majesty to be prudent; she 
did not care to do anything without first counting the 
cost, and she regarded rather doubtfully some of the 
reforms which industrial changes were forcing upon 
the country. 

It was 1868 when Gladstone became Prime Minister 
for the first time. His first important act was to bring 
in a bill to disestablish the Church of England in Ireland. 
This brought torrents of abuse on his head. He was 
himself a convinced churchman, and church-gbing people 
were puzzled to imderstand how a man as religious as he 
was known to be could deliberately pull the English 
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Church from her tlirone in Ireland. But much as Glad- 
stone loved the English Church, he had a still deeper love 
for justica He knew that most Irislunen were Roman 
Catholics, and it seemed to him unjust they should be 
controlled by a Church that was alien to them. Frantic 
people all over the country declared it would end in ruin 
for both nations, but their denunciations left Gladstone 
unmoved. He held steadUy to his point, believing that 
disestablishment would bring peace and good will to a 
land that had long been harassed by injustice. With 
this hope in his heart he cheerfullj’^ met the indignant 
onslaught of his opponents till 1874, when the general 
discontent with the Cabinet made liim resign his office 
and give up his position as Liberal leader. 

He bad now been Prime Slinister for six years. He 
was sixty-five, and he declared he was getting too old for 
office. Yet eighteen years later he became Prime J\Iinister 
for the fourth time 1 But for the moment he was out of 
public favour; the Conservatives came into power, and 
Disraeli was made Prime Minister. The change was 
welcomed by the Queen, who liked Disraeli and enjo3’^ed 
his courteous manner toward her. Gladstone meanwhile 
withdrew a good deal from public life, intending to live 
quietly and at ease in his home at Hawarden, near Chester’. 
But he took too keen an interest in public affairs to be a 
silent subject, and in 1875 he attracted attention by his 
violent denimciations of the atrocities of the Turks in 
Bulgaria. Five years later he was again in full swing, 
leader of the Liberals and for the second time Prime Minister 
of England. The Queen welcomed him politely but coldly. 
She was loath to see Disraeli go, and Gladstone wrote in 
his diary that her manner was “ natural under effort.” 

At the time of Iris return England was face to face with 
a foreign crisis. The cormtry was apparentlj^ at peace 
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with Russia and Turkey, but there was a great feeling of 
uneasiness. In Egypt things were much disturbed, and 
no one at home knew precisely how the situation there lay.- 
Gordon went out to relieve the loyal Egyptians holding 
out at Khartoum against the Mahdi who was leading the 
rebels. He wrote home for support, but English help 
was slow in arriving, and Gordon had to fight unrelieved. 
Two days before the English troops arrived he was slain, 
and Khartoum fell. When the news reached England 
there was a terrible outcry. If help had come earlier 
Gordon would have been saved. Gladstone, as Prime 
IVIinister, was the centre of the abuse, and scarcely anyone 
had a good word for him. A year later he went out of 
office, only to come back in 1886. This time, however, 
he was Prime Minister only for a few months. He brought 
in a bill proposing to give Ireland Home Rule, and found 
himself bitterly opposed. The Bill was defeated and for 
the third time he resigned. 

Six years later he was again Prime Minister. He was 
now an old man, no less than eighty-three years of age, 
but as keen as ever upon the business he had in hand. 
Home Rule for Ireland was still his most cherished scheme, 
and he now trimnphantly carried a Home Rule Bill 
tlirough the House of Commons. But in the House of 
Lords the Bill had few friends. It was tllro^vn out, and 
Gladstone, bitterly disappointed, suddenly became aware 
he was old, that he could not hear as he had done in the 
past, that his eyesight was giving way. He decided to 
retire, and accordingly in 1894 he sent in his seals of office 
to the Queen. Her Slajesty, who was herself growing old, 
VTote back in a kind and friendly fashion and ended her 
letter with the words: “The Queen would gladly have 
conferred a peerage on Mr Gladstone, but she knows he 
would not accept it.” 
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Thus Gladstone, exhausted with the strain of long 
fighting, withdreAv at last to the peace of his own home, 
where he spent tliree quiet, happy years, dying in 1897 
at the age of eighty-eight. To liis admirers he was the 
“ Grand Old Man ” ; to his enemies, an opponent worthy 
of respect. His uprightness, his earnestness, and his 
sincerity none could question. Whatever he had done, 
he had done it with his might. His deeds lay open for all 
to judge. The fierce light that beats upon the throne 
had caught him in its glow, but he did not shrink from 
its searching. Fearless and imabashed, he stood by his 
beliefs. 
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A policeman was killed in the struggle, and when the 
leaders of the mob were captured, they were sentenced to 
be hanged. They met their fate bravely, exclaiming on 
the scaffold : “ God .save Ireland.” The phrase sank 
into, the Irish mind, and became the watchword of the 
country. Parnell, too, stored it in his heart; he also 
was still waiting, still brooding. 

Suddcnlj’’ he resolved to enter Parliament, and at once 
he became eager and full of action. In 1874 he stood as 
a candidate for Dublin, but he was defeated. His defeat 
roused little disappointment. Those who knew him at 
the time saw nothing extraordinarj' in this pale-faced, 
dark-eyed young man who had suddenly shown a desire to 
enter Parliament as a Home Ruler. ” I was struck,” saj’^s 
Sir T, W. Russell, “ by wliat I thought his extraordinary 
political ignorance and incapacity. He knew nothing, and 
I thought he would never do anj'thing.” But the dark- 
eyed young man was destined to surprise cverj’^ one. Ten 
years later he was the leader of his party, with the whole 
of Ireland so much in his power that he was called an un- 
cro%vncd Icing. His long habit of brooding may not have 
taught him much of the actual history of the Irish people, 
but it had attuned him so perfectly to their moods and 
their aspirations that he had become really an embodi- 
ment of his nation ; when passion was upon him he was 
no longer an individual ; he was Ireland. 

In 1875 Parnell foimd a seat in the House of Commons. 
Irish affairs in the English Parliament at the moment 
were in the hands of Isaac Butt, a courteous, moderate 
man, who had no desire to push matters to an rmpleasant 
climax. “ I am not,” he said, “ in favour of a policy of 
exasperation.” Parnell took a directly opposite view. 
He had no belief in quiet methods. He wanted to ex- 
asperate ; he wanted to make himself unpleasant. “ We 
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stains of blood. Tracking these stains to a well, the 
soldiers found inside the piled-up bodies of the women and 
children who had been killed by the Imives of Nana’s men. 
Horror seized the hearts of the troops as they looked at 
the ghastly remains; then rage sprang up, black and 
uncontrollable, and they thirsted for the blood of their 
enemies. 

In these days a shadow lay on Havelock’s stern brow. 
He could look back with satisfaction upon fights well 
fought, and upon a march of heroic bravery, but the 
satisfaction was darkened by the remembrance of the 
sufferings he had been unable to prevent, and the re- 
flection that the same things might even then be happen- 
ing in Lucknow threw him into torment. To Lucknow 
the troops must next press, and as quickly as possible he 
began the march. By now all Oudh was in open re- 
bellion. Seven thousand sepoys had marched on Luck- 
now. In front of Havelock lay, at the best, a stiff fight ; 
at the worst, death “ with our swords in our hands.” In 
this spirit he urged on his men, never leading them reck- 
lessly into danger, but sternly forcing them to do the very 
utmost that was in their power. Step by step the English 
soldiers forced their way, but the rebels were cunningly 
stationed, and they were skilled in warfare. Again and 
again there were encounters, and still Lucknow was waiting 
for help. Cholera fought for Nana, and many English 
soldiers were lost by this disease, but Havelock’s mind 
was rigidly bent upon reaching Lucknow. Weeks went 
by and still he was not there. Outram, meanwhile, had 
come to his aid. His appointment made him Havelock’s 
military superior, but ‘ the Bayard of India ’ refused to 
take any advantage. “To you,” he said, “ shall be left 
the glory of relieving Lucknow, for which you have already 
struggled so much. I shall . . . ser\''e under you as a 
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■will never,” lie said, “ gain anything from England, unless 
we tread upon her toes.” He hated England, and he 
believed that England hated Ireland. “ In the opinion 
of an English statesman,” he once said bitterly, “ no man 
is good in Heland until he is dead and buried, and unable 
to strike a blow for Ireland.” 

With feelings such as these in his heart it is no 
wonder he and Isaac Butt eyed each other with jealousy. 
Before long Butt found there was good reason for 
his o-wn fear, for Parnell w'as pushing him from his 
position. Little by little Parnell gained ground, till Butt 
found himself seriously thrust aside. In his place stood 
the triumphant Parnell, his face sombre, his manner 
aloof, but betraying by his restless hands the nervous 
tension under wliich he always lived. Those who did not 
know Parnell well were often amazed at his power over 
his followers. He appeared so cold and aloof, and yet 
his disciples flew to do his bidding. But the men Avho 
kncAV him better were aware that he was a sleeping 
volcano, calm and peaceful to the casual eye, but m- 
wardly seething. On a public platfonn he was the idol 
of thousands ; yet he disliked public meetings. “ I am 
always neiwous,” he said. “ I dislike crowds.” He 
covered his nervousness ■ndth a cloak of coldness and often 
appeared to be the only calm person in a meeting shouting 
itself hoarse in liis praises. In little matters he was full 
of superstition. It was unlucky to bum tliree candles 
at once ; to pass another person on the stairs ; and once 
he flew into a great passion because. he found liis bedroom 
at a hotel was numbered thirteen 1 Yet even in these 
weaknesses of his he was the true embodiment of Ireland, 
■wistful, credulous, and for ever hoping. 

By. 1880 Parnell had made himself so dominant that he 
was the leader of the whole Irish party. ^ Irish matters 
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were in n despernte Klnle. Lnndlords nnd tcimnts were 
billcriy at wnr ntnon" tljcmselvc*;. nnd the Irish Nntionnl 
I^nnd i^eajiiic was in full s\vin((. Supposing a tenant was 
evicted from a farm, what wim to he done with Uic man 
who took his place ? Parnell had an answer ready. 
“ You must show him,’' he cried , . . “ hy leaving him 
severely .alone, by pulling him into a moral Coventry, 
bj’ isolating him from his kind ns if he was a leper of old — 
you must show liim your detestation of the crime lie has 
committed, nnd you may depend upon it that there will 
be no man so full of avarice, so lost to shame, as to dare 
the public opinion of all right-thinking men and to trans- 
gress your unwritten code of laws.” In this manner 
began the system no^v known ns ‘ boycotting.’ 

In 1881 an unbridled public speech brought Parnell 
into prison. Confinement was galling to his restless 
spirit, but his sufferings only strengthened his reputation, 
and prison added a new glory to the halo his followers 
already saw round his head. But scarcely ^vas he free 
again when a great disaster laid him low. Lord Frederick 
Cavendish, the new Cliicf Secretary for Ireland, almost 
immcdiatelj'- after liis arrival in Dublin, was murdered 
in Phccnix Park by some men belonging to an Irish 
gang Imown as the ‘ Iiivinciblcs.’ Witli him was also 
killed Mr Burke, the Under Secretary. 

Parnell had no share in these crimes, but he felt that 
every one would hold him responsible. He offered to 
resign his office as leader of the Irish party in the House 
of Commons, and his haggai'd looks told how much he 
was suffering. Enghshmen spoke of liim with bitter 
hatred, but in Ireland he was still so popular that his 
admirers raised a sum of nearly £40,000 in token of their 
gratitude to him. Nevertheless for the next two years 
(1882—1884) he did very little. He was unwell ; he was 
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worried ; and for once Ireland had to wait. His enemies, 
meanwhile, Ia3' secretl}- watching, determined sooner or 
later to take their revenge. 

In 1SS7 their opportunitj' came, and the Times repro- 
duced a letter, apparentlj- signed by Parnell, declaring 
that though the murder of Lord Frederick Cavendish w’as 
to be lamented. Mr Burke had onl}' got what he deserved. 
Here was scandal enough ! The halfpennj' newspapers 
had not j-et arisen and all England was imder the influence 
of the Times. If it could be proved that Parnell was on 
the side of crime, then his career was over. The general 
supporters of Home Rule, and the more intimate followers 
of Parnell, were alike flung into despair. Pamell himself 
at first remained unmoved. He said shortlj’^ that tlie 
letter was a forgerj", and in the House of Conunons he 
denoimced his unknown enemy. But the Times had not 
j^t done with him. Jfore articles appeared on “ Pamell- 
ism and Crime,” and the Government formed a special 
committee to inquire into the case. The trial began in 
Octobei' 1SS8, but stopped abruptly' in Februarj'^ 1889, 
when Piggot, tlie man who was at the bottom of the 
conspiracj^ broke down as a witness and fled to Madrid, 
whei'c he confessed, just before conunitting suicide, that 
he had forged the whole document. 

Scarcelj’- was Pamell out of this difficulty when new 
troubles came upon him. His private life was attacked, 
and a great manj’- of his followers left liim. So fierce 
was the excitement that Ireland became divided between 
tivo parties, the Pamellitcs and the Anti-Pamellites, and 
everything — even Home Rule — ^ivas forgotten in the 
struggle of the moment. Attack roused Parnell’s spirit 
to full fury. He refused to be beaten ; refused to ac- 
knowledge the split in his ranks, and fiimg himself into the 
midst of his enemies, hitting out all roimd with a heat and 
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tenacity that delighted his friends and astonished his 
accusers. But the contest was too rriuch for. even his 
dauntless heart. Ill-health i)ut an arresting hand upon 
him, and in 1891 he died after a few days’ illness. 

His death shook Ireland from end to end. His failings 
were forgotten ; his virtues enhanced. Ireland had been 
the pivot of his life. He had had no private ambitions ; 
he had sought neither greatness nor wealth. But he had 
worked for his country vdth passion and devotion, and 
how that the prophet was no more, in his still body 
Ireland saw herself laid low. 
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SIR HENRY HAVELOCK 

“ li isn’t life that matters ; it is the courage you bring to 
it.'-' — ^Hugii Walpole 

I F Sir Henr}'^ Havelock had been a man who cared 
about a proud pedigree, he might have spent 
time in proving a connexion behveen himself and 
the ancient cliief, Havelock the Dane. But he looked 
on life with a plain, sensible glance, and such trifles as 
descent held no interest for him. He made it Ixis business 
to do Ixis duty, and in the doing of it he gave his name a 
glory above that of bu-th. Buried in India, under a mango- 
tree carv’^ed at first xvith the simple epitaph “ H,” his name 
is now held secm’ely in revercixce among Englishmen 
everywhere. 

He was born in 1795, not far from Sunderland. His 
father, a successful buildei', soon retired and went to live 
in Kent, and here most of Havelock’s early life was passed. 
One of a family of fom- boys, he was certainty not spoilt. 
Before he was six he went dafly to a school some miles 
away, and from thore, tliree years later, to Charterhouse. 
He was rather a solemn boy, and liked reading bettei’ 
than games. ‘ Old Phlos ’ the boys called him, whicli 
was short for ‘ Philosopher.’ The nickname onty amused 
Havelock. Behind his quiet manner he had plenty of 
pluck and endless determination. If it canie to a matter 
of blows he could usually do more tlian hold his own. 

lOI 
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He left school with a very distinct liking for Greek and 
Latin, and intending to make the law his profession, but 
scarcely was he settled in an office when misfortunes over- 
took his father. IMoney supplies were stopped. The 
future looked rather dismal. Havelock had an energetic 
elder brother, William Havelock, a soldier of some reputa- 
tion, who now took his yoimger brother’s career in hand, 
and settled matters by getting him a commission in what 
is now a rifle brigade. His difficulties thus solved for 
him, Havelock became a soldier and so took the first step 
in a career that was to end at Lucknow. 

In disposition he was well suited for soldiering. He 
was brave ; never idle ; accustomed to discipline ; and 
prepared to perfect himself in every detail that might be 
of use in his profession. With this last aim in view he 
spent much of his first seven years of home service in 
studying military history. At the end of the seven years - 
he had no acquaintance with active service, but in his 
young head he carried a knowledge of military strategy 
far above that of many generals. Tired of the monotonous 
round of barrack life, he exchanged in 1823 into the 13th 
Light Infantry, and at twenty-eight he sailed for India, 
eager for action and ready for any hardships. His en- 
thusiasm, and the solid strength of his character, made 
him admired among the men, and he gathered round him 
a httle knot of soldiers to whom he showed himself more 
openly. He believed very earnestly in God, and he helped 
them to do the same. “ Havelock’s Saints,” jeered the 
others, but on the field the ‘ Saints ’ proved that they 
could fight with tmflinching courage. “ I wish to God 
the whole regiment were ‘ Havelock’s Saints,’ ” exclaimed 
one blunt general. 

The Burmese War gave Havelock experience but it did 
not bring him any great reward. In those days the army 
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was built upon the rotten foundation of ‘ purchase.’ 
Ability was often outdone by wealth. For a s um of 
money any man might buy promotion, but only a man 
of exceptional cleverness could hope to attract the notice 
necessary for advancement. And - so it often happened 
that the rich man found everji;hing falling into his grasp, 
while abler men who were poor looked on, indignant at 
being left out in the cold, but helpless through lack of 
mone3\ There was no wealth behind Haveloek, and he 
did not hesitate to grumble at his ill fortune. He knew 
his o^vn worth, and he grudged seeing men prefeiTed who 
had little but money in their favour. The idea of Avriting 
suggested itself. He would VTite a book and take a short 
cut to fame and fortune, and so Memoirs of Cmnpaigns in 
Asia came out in the j'^ear 1829. But neither reputation 
nor wealth followed in its train. The stjde was stiff and 
foimal ; tlie subject uninteresting to the average man, 
and the book fell dead from the press. A second attempt 
in 1840, issued as Mauoirs of Campaigns in Afghanistan, 
met with no happier fate than the first, and after this 
second failure Havelock gave up miting, having proved 
that he would never make money that way. 

By 1839 he was still in India. He had done a gi’eat 
deal of useful work and he had risen to the rank of captain. 
His men were splendidly under his control, and even those 
who held him in no special affection admired this 
capable officer, a inai'tinet in points of discipline, but 
never stinting praise when praise was merited, and 
thoroughly in earnest in his efforts to make his soldiei’s 
sober, god-fearing and dauntless. 

A brief j’^ear in Afghanistan (1840-1841) was followed bj"" 
further service in India, till even Havelock’s tough frame 
began to show signs of wear and tear, and in 1849 he was 
forced to go back to England. After so many j’^ears 
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of absence England was strange and unfamiliar. The 
worsliip of money struck him impleasantly. “Avarice,” 
he mote, “ is the great idol, greater even than fame just 
now.” In 1851 he was back in India, heartily glad to be 
in service once more. A few quiet years sUpped by and 
then suddenly and' without warning the British army 
found itself facing the horrors of the Indian Mutiny. 

At the first outbreak the news seemed unbelievable, so 
quiet was the coimtry thought to be. For a long time 
there had been disloyalty in certain quarters. Some of the 
native princes were splendidly true, but not ah. Among 
these latter more than one far-seeing would-be rebel had 
watched the Crimean War with interest. England did 
not emerge from the war with great triumph. It was said 
that Russia’s power had increased, and the Indian princes 
who were disaffected hugged to themselves the hope that 
England’s greatness was beginning to dwindle. There 
were other causes for annoyance. Lord Dalhousie, the 
Governor-General, was very anxious to strengthen English 
rule in India, and equally anxious to do all that he could 
to improve the general conditions among the natives. 
With this end in view he aimexed Oudh, believing it would 
be to the good of both coimtries. To the jealous-eyed 
Indians annexation seemed to be the passing of all native 
power, and though for a time they said nothing, at heart 
they were bitterly resentful. 

Most resentful of all was Nana Sahib, the last prince 
of one of the great Mahratta dynasties, who had been 
detlu-oned by the East India Company, which at that time 
still ruled India. Nana Sahib pretended friendship 
to the Enghsh, but his smiling face hid a treacherous 
heart. Very craftily he went to work with every ex- 
pression of good will to England. But in the depths of 
his mind he was planning murder and massacre. The 
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opportimitj" for an ontlet of his hatred caine suddenly, 
tlirough a rumour in the native army that the eartridgcs 
the soldiers had to use were greased either' with the fat 
of the cow, a sacred animal, or of the pig, detested as 
unclean. A match will set blazing a great fire, and this 
rumour proved the match to the Mutiny. From here and 
there came news of disaffection and rebellion, and before 
the bevdldered English had tune to gi’asp the situation, all 
Oudh was in a ferment. At Carvnpore the worst was to 
happen, where the Europeans were hastily huddled into 
a stronghold, so feebly protected and so insufficiently 
supplied with food that it was anything but a stronghold. 
Sir Hugh "Wfiieeler was in command, and Wheeler had so 
often led sepoj' troops that he had gi'orvn to believe in 
their loyalty and would not listen to any suggestion of 
revolt till rebellion was on the tlueshold, and the 
Europeans, silent, miserable, and full of fears, had fled to 
the scanty protection of the garrison. 

\^liat happened was even worse than any one had feai’ed. 
The treacherous Nana offered the fugitives safe conduct ; 
they relied on his honour and went out imarmed. Death 
fell upon them speedil3^ The men were shot down or 
massacred, the women and children thrust into vu'etched 
quarters, tliere to await their turn for the butcher’s knife. 
IMeanwhile Havelock and his troops were marching to 
the rescue, regardless of hardship, and burning to reach 
the goal. Nana’s troops barred the way, and before 
Cawnpore was in sight the two armies met four times in 
battle. Cholera and bullets had terriblj’' thinned the 
English ranks ; long marches under the overpowering 
heat of an Indian Juty sun had tried the strength of the 
strongest ; 120 miles were covered in nine daj’’S ; heroism 
could do no more. But when Ca^ynpore was reached no 
welcome awaited them ; nothing but silence and terrible 
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stains of blood. Tracking these stains to a well, the 
soldiers found inside the piled-up bodies of the women and 
children who had been killed by the Imives of Nana’s men. 
Horror seized the hearts of the troops as they looked at 
the ghastly remains ; then rage sprang up, black and 
uncontrollable, and they thirsted for the blood of their 
enemies. 

In these days a shadow lay on Havelock’s stern brow. 
He could look back with satisfaction upon fights well 
fought, and upon a march of heroic bravery, but the 
satisfaction was darkened by the remembrance of the 
sufferings he had been unable to prevent, and the re- 
flection that the same things might even then be happen- 
ing in Lucknow threw him into torment. To Lucknow 
the troops must next press, and as quickly as possible he 
began the march. By now all Oudh was in open re- 
bellion. Seven thousand sepoys had marched on Luck- 
now. In front of Havelock lay, at the best, a stiff fight ; 
at the worst, death “ with our swords in our hands.” In 
this spirit he urged on his men, never leading them reck- 
lessly into danger, but sternly forcing them to do the very 
utmost that was in their power. Step by step the English 
soldiers forced their way, but the rebels were cunningly 
stationed, and they were skilled in warfare. Again and 
again there were encounters, and still Lucknow was waiting 
for help. Cholera fought for Nana, and many English 
soldiers were lost by this disease, but Havelock’s mind 
was rigidly bent upon reaching Lucknow. Weeks went 
by and still he was not there. Outram, meanwhile, had 
come to his aid. His appointment made him Havelock’s 
military superior, but ‘ the Bayard of India ’ refused to 
take any advantage. “ To you,” he said, “ shall be left 
the glory of relieving Lucknow, for which you have already 
struggled so much. I shall . . . ser\''e under you as a 
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volunteer. ” He kept his word nobly, even at the moment 
when Havelock, excited b}’’ the sight of the goal, resolved 
to force an entry bj^ a dangerous path. A longer but safer 
route was possible, and in Outram’s eyes to be preferred. 
But Havelock was all for getting there at once, and Outram 
gave way. On 25th September they reached the gai'rison. 
A mighty welcome awaited them. Careworn men and 
anxious-ej’^ed women tlmew themselves on the generals in 
an ecstasy. The danger was still not over ; Havelock 
had brought troops but no stores ; the to^^^l had still to be 
‘ reheved,’ but the worst anxiety was gone; ‘the Camp- 
bells were coming ’ ; there was joy in the air. Ever}'' day 
English help drew nearer, but it was not till 16th Novem- 
ber that Sir Colin Campbell entered the town and Lucknow 
was really safe. 

To-day Indian troops are magnificently fighting in the 
cause- of England, and the tie of loyalty and good will 
between the two comitries is closer than ever it has been 
before, but at the moment of the Mutiny England was 
shocked into believing every Indian a monster of cruelty. 
“There are some,” vTote Lord Canning to the Queen, 

“ who entirely refuse to believe in the fidelity or good •will 
of an}’^ native toward any European ; although many 
instances of the kindness and generosity of both Hindoos 
and j\Iohammedans have come upon record during these 
troubles.” 

Happily these dissensions are now over, and the page of 
the JIutiny has been turned in history. It holds some 
immortal names. Outram, Campbell, LavTence, Neill, 
Nicholson, Havelock — ^none will ever be forgotten. Of 
these, few lived to return to England. La'wrence^ and 
Neill were killed at Lucknow. Nicliolson, fatally injured 
during the attack on Dehii, died a few days later. Have- 
lock did not long sundve him. He entered Lueknow in 
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September, andtAvomonthslaterhebecameyerjMll. Long 
years of service in India had not added to his sti’ength. 
He was sixty-two, but his whitened hair gave liim the look 
of old age. On the arrival of Sir Colin Campbell at 
Lucloiow, in November, Havelock co-operated vith him 
■with his old bravery, but he was seized -svith dysentery in 
a few days, and carried to Campbell’s camp. There, four 
days afterward, he died. A day or two later Queen 
Victoria made him a baronet, not kno-wing he was already 
dead. The honoim was handed on to his son, like his 
father a brave soldier. But Havelock himself slept 
fittingly under a mango-tree, not far from the town 
toward which he had fought his way with a courage 
beyond all quenching. 
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living, and none among those who watched liim go 
imagined they were seeing him off on the path to glory 
and fame. “That he %yould die ‘Lord Lawence of the 
Punjab,’ ” says ]\Ir Bosworth Smith, “ would have seemed 
as absm-d and incredible as the prediction in the nursery 
story to young Dick ^^Tiittmgton, that he would one day 
become Lord Mayor, nay, thrice Lord Mayor of London.” 
The last farewells were said ; the vessel moved off. John 
Lawrence looked back on his native shore. Soon it was 
out of sight and he was on his way to an unknown land. 
Less than anyone else did he imagine what destiny held 
in store for liim, 

Though he had no friends to help liim in Ins career in 
India, he had one very good tiling in his favour. He was 
strong and healthy, and well suited to battle with the 
fierceness of the climate at Delhi and the general in- 
sanitary conditions of the toivn. He loved adventures 
and he was never frightened, and in between his hours 
of. work he threw liimself boldly into all sorts of wild 
expeditions, both in the jungle and among the native 
quarters, so that later in life he always had a story ready 
for children, and would delight them by saying : “ Wliich 
shall it be ? A hunt, a robbery or a murder.” 

With so much to thrill liim, time did not hang on his 
hands, and he flung himself enthusiastically into both 
work and play. Illness more than once laid him by the 
heels, for though he was naturally very strong, he soon fell 
before sickness. But once better, he was as gay andwigor- 
ous as before, intent upon filling up every moment of life. 

A short visit home in 1840 led to a very happy rharriage, 
and in the autumn of 1842 he sailed for India quietly 
confident in the future, but still imaware he had greatness 
before him. A doctor had warned him he could not five 
in India. “ Then I must die there,” was his only answer. 
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A man so determined was not likely to be alarmed at 
anjdiliing that might befall him. His one thought was to 
find something to do, and to keep on doing it. With great 
dehght, therefore, m 184G he found himself appointed Com- 
missioner of the newly established Jullundur Doab terri- 
torJ^ Though he was but thirty-five years of age, he now 
had power in his hands, and greater power might follow. 

Before LavTence had been long established in liis new 
work India entered upon a new phase, tlirough the 
appointment of Lord Dalhousie as Governor-General. 
Dalhousie was eapable and far-seeing. He realized that 
India was divided among itself and he resolved to bind 
as mueh of it as possible to England. To do this he began 
a poliey of annexation, and in 1849 he declared the Pimjab 
a British province. A Board of three persons wei'e to 
govern it, John Lamrence, his brother, Henry LaTOence, 
and an old school friend, Robert ]\Iontgome^3^ The 
three men were capable, honourable, and hard-working ; 
from their hands the Indians might expect far more 
justice than they had ever met Avith from then' own 
princes. Outv'ardly all was well ; but A^Tapped AA'ithm 
the calm was a spark of suspicion Avhich a clever 
agitator might easily fan mto a flame of rebellion. 

Henry and John LavTence Avere fond of each other, but 
they AV'ere both men of strong character and determination. 
Presently difficulties arose on the Board. Hemy, though 
a soldier, was the more tender-hearted and impulsive; 
John, the Cml Servant, AA'as more cautious and less easily 
moved by sentiment. He never promised anything AA-itli- 
out first coimting the cost, nor made an order AA’ithout 
considering its AAdsdom, but once he had draAAn up a scheme 
he expected it carried out in every detail, even if it had to 
be ruthlessly done. The diffieulties between the two men 
thus deepened, and Avere only solved by the appointment 
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of Henry Lawence to Rajputana. The brothers parted 
regretfully ; the old affection was as strong as ever ; it 
was only work that divided them. It was a bitter dis- 
appointment to Henry Lawrence to leave the Punjab, 
but he accepted the change cheerfully. His many 
admirers and disciples were less pleased. Several even 
looked darkly at John Lawence, believing he had ousted 
a better man than himself. 

Upon the departure of his brother, John Lawrence 
became practically supreme in the Punjab. It was a 
surprising post for a man of his age and position to hold. 
He was but forty, and in his own district he was practically 
supreme. He had succeeded entirely by his own solid 
work. But there was more still to be done. Much had 
been accomplished, but what of the future ? Lamence 
saw before him an unending string of difficulties. The 
Icnowledge did not fill him with concern. He was ready 
to face anything that life might brmg. 

While Lawrence was thus struggling with the innumer- 
able difficulties of his post, England was contemplating 
war with Russia. After being at peace for so many years 
the public was quite ready to taste the novelties of war. 
The horrors of battle were forgotten in the ghtter of 
epaiilets and the beating of drums. The few who dared 
to raise a voice against bloodshed were quickly drowned 
by a chorus of contempt. Gaily, thoughtlessly, eagerly, 
England plunged into the Crimean War. 

A few short months were enough to show the grimmer 
side of the struggle. The cries of the woimded and the 
dying rose even higher than the drums of battle ; uniforms 
grew ragged and displayed flesh eaten with sores and 
wounds. Popular excitement began to turn intorresent- 
ment, and reproaches began to take the place of exulta- 
tion. In India some of the less well-intentioned princes 
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began to nod their heads and say that tlie rule of England 
was growing weaker. Secret spies sent over to England 
came back Avitli tales that made the princes who had sent 
them more gleeful than ever. Very quietly disaffection 
was set on foot ; and, unknown to tlie English, ever 3 i;hing 
moved toward rebellion. 

The outbm’st was somewhat slow in coming. The 
Oriental mind moves in a zigzag line, and disloj^alty was 
hidden mider elaborate shows of submission ; there was 
nothing to reveal danger even to the keenest eye. Quite 
suddenly tlie crisis burst. The cartridges supplied to tlie 
sepoj’- ti’oops were said to be greased eitlier vdtli the sacred 
fat of the cow, or the detested fat of the pig. Before 
these cartridges were placed in the rifles it was necessar}’^ 
for the soldiers to bite them at the end. The supei’stitious 
sepoj’^ indignantlj’' refused to sull)’’ his lips at the command 
of the British sahib, and before the bewildered officers had 
time to realize what had happened rebellion was blazing 
in a dozen places. There was mutinj'" at Jleenit ; Dellii 
was captm’ed ; Cawnpore was threatened ; Lucknow 
was in dangei'. 

At the moment of the outbreak (10th Slay 1857) 
LavTence was in poor healtli, but he sprang to the occasion 
like a hero. A prompt ordei- by his representative, 
Slontgomerj^ at Lahore had forced tlie sepoj'^ troops in 
that district to lay down their arms. Similar ordei’s at 
other important stations saved the Punjab from the 
worst danger, but the dailj’^ tale of horrors from other 
places made ^^gilance a grim necessit 3 ^ , , 

Li the centre of the struggle stood Lawrence, worn with 
ill health and anxietj", but radiant with courage and 
resourcefulness. He saw everj'tliing, faced everji;hing, 
and had an order for everj”^ emergencJ^ Willing helpers 
carried out his directions, but it was his brain that guided 
H 
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their plans, his courage that fed their bravery. Through 
all the terrible anxiety he did not lose sight of justice. 
He would have no share in revenge, and he indignantly 
refused to listen to schemes of destruction, or of attack 
upon buildings sacred to the Indian race. After Dellii 
had been recaptmed by the English, largely through the 
help of Nicholson’s colmnn, which Lawrence had sent to 
the rescue, some one suggested that the splendid mosque 
in the town should be destroyed. “ I will on no accotmt 
consent to it,” he said. “We should carefully abstain 
from the destruction of religious edifices, either to favour- 
friends or to annoy foes.” 

The capture of Delhi brought a crowning glory to 
Lawrence’s career, but the joy of the victory was deeply 
saddened by the death of Nicholson in the moment of 
victory. Lawrence burst into tears at the news. “ He 
was a glorious soldier,” he said ; “ it is long before we shall 
come upon his like again.” 

Honours now began to fall quickly upon Lawrence. 
He was made a baronet ; the East India Company voted 
him £2000 a year for life ; the English universities offered 
him degrees ; the freedom of the City of London was his. 
He was warm-hearted enough to enjoy these marks of 
appreciation. He valued them because of the affection 
they showed, and he accepted them gracefully. Though 
money and titles had little real value in his eyes he was 
too great a man to be scornful of the little things of life. 
The sense of respect which had held him back from wanton 
destruction of buildings sacred to the Moslem or the 
Hindu made him accept kindnesses in the spirit they 
were offered. Long-continued office had not given him 
ceremony, nor robbed him of kindliness. In 1863 he was 
fmrther honoured by being appointed Governor-General 
of India, and once during these years he gave great offence 
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because he received a deputation of officials from Calcutta 
without remembering to change his slippers. He was 
astounded when he heard he had been eonsidered guilty 
of rudeness. “ he said to his seeretarj% “ they 

were quite new and good slippers 1 ” 

A viccro}', Lawrence found, did not live a life free from 
petty troubles. Some men resented liis appointment 
because he was of middle-class birth and had made 
his o\vn position, while slack officials declared he was 
interfering, because he insisted on looking into every 
detail about the eountrj- imder his eare. But these com- 
plaining voices were few. The rest were imanimous in 
declaring there had never been a govci-nor-general like 
him. Three splendid Durbars were held during his term 
of sendee, and at each he was able to address the native 
troops in their own language. This of itself won him 
respect with the Indians. They saw in him no stranger 
suddenly set in authority over them, but a man who had 
lived nianj' years among them, who knew their tongue, 
and respected their customs. 

In 1809 Lawrence, who was now a peer, gave up his 
office and returned to England. Ten years of life were 
still left him, and these he spent in the quiet, happy 
fashion he loved so dearly but was so seldom able to enjoy. 
Brave to the end he fought against the signs of illness, 
and never confessed himself unwell until the day before 
his death, in June 1879. Through the vdsdom and 
prudence of his administration in the Punjab he had done 
more than any man of his day to arrest disaffection 
and to strengthen the position of England in India, but 
so modest was the man, and so untiring his labours, that 
he stands out in the public imagination not as a haughtj' 
and vainglorious conqueror, but as that better thing, 
a man who quietly and persistently did his dut3^ 



GENERAL CHARLES GEORGE 
GORDON 


“ O world invisible, we view thee, 

O world intangible, we touch thee, 

O world unknowable, we know thee, 

Inapprehensible, we chdch thee."- 

Francis Thompson 

C HARLES GEORGE GORDON came of fighting, 
Highland stock. His forbears had taken field 
for the Stewarts, and to then* descendants had 
been handed a deep sense of loyalty and honour. In 
Charles Gordon these qualities sprang anew, and with 
them budded a profoimd sense of a power higher than 
Icings, and of a duty above any allegiance to a monarch. 
He lived daily in the presence of God ; for him there was 
no unknown. He looked for God everywhere, and every- 
where he found Him. Upon this simple confidence his 
whole character was built. It gave him happiness ; it 
gave him strength. 

He was bom in 1833 at Woolwich. His father was an 
officer in the Royal Artillery, and the boy grew up in an 
atmosphere of arms and warfare. He soon decided that 
he also would be a soldier, and before he was twenty he 
entered the Rojml Engineers. His schooldays had been 
passed in Taunton, where he had been known as a merry, 
noisy boy, fond of playing practical jokes, and never still. 
There was no malice in his disposition and his jokes were 
only the result of high spirits and a love of fun. If blame 
fell upon him he never tried to avoid it ; trutlifulness was 
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one of his most decided characteristics, and his stead)' grey 
eyes never feared to look any one in the face. He disliked 
being interfered with, and he believed ver)' strongly in his 
own conclusions, though he was ajJt to pass fi’om one 
opinion to another with a rapidity that perplexed and 
irritated those of less flexible mind. Toward such would- 
be obstructors of his path Gordon was sublimely indifferent, 
going on his way without giving them a thought. All 
his movements were rapid — on foot, on horseback, or 
astride a camel. “He travels like a whirlwind,” vTote 
a friend. The same thing might be said of his mind, so 
quickly did he pass from thought to thought. 

At twenty-two Gordon foimd himself taking part in 
tlie Crimean War. He w’as wounded before Sebastopol, 
but he treated his mjury lightly. Pain had little power 
over so vigorous a personality. Lilce Nelson, he eould 
meet with a smile injuries under whieh other men would , 
have groaned. Already he had no time to be concerned 
over lesser ills. He realized Death and he realized Life ; 
and before these two great forces smaller things dwindled. 

From the Crimea he was sent to Armenia for the purpose 
of settling the question of boundaries, and it was not till 
1858 that he was back in England. But he was not to 
stay long in his own country ; China had need of him 
next; and in 1860 he was sent off to Shanghai to protect 
the interests of the English merchants there. Though he 
was under thii’ty, he had a very definite personality, and 
an eye that let nothing pass by umioticed. This keen 
glance showed him the very real danger that was beginning 
to tlxreaten the Chinese throne from the rebels who later 
on became known as the ‘ Tai-pings. ’ Several half-hearted 
attempts to crush the rebellion did nothing except weaken 
the position of the Chinese Emperor, who very thankfully 
received from the English Government the offer of the 
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services of Gordon. Consequently Gordon was put at 
the head of the Chinese forces, ambitiously styled the 
‘Ever Victorious Army,’ and at thirty this young 
Englishman, 'a major of a year’s standing, found himself 
regarded as the bulwark of a foreign nation, ready to 
put entire confidence in his judgment. It was a position 
well suited to bring out the best in Gordon’s character. 
Unhampered by regulations, he was capable of flashes of 
genius ; he chafed under rules and etiquette, but once 
given a free hand, he became inspired. His honesty and 
Pis uprightness impressed themselves deeply upon the 
Chinese mind. Courageous themselves, they could ap- 
preciate the bravery of a man who was so little afraid of 
his foes that he woidd ride into action armed only with a 
light bamboo cane, which the admiring natives named 
‘ the magic wand.’ 

Under Gordon’s vigorous leadership the Chinese troops 
rapidly improved ; discipline was improved ; determina- 
tion was strengthened. The Tai-pings, finding they had 
a new foe, made desperate efforts to carry all before them. 
But in spite of their opposition Gordon captured Soochow 
in 1864? and the back of the rebellion was broken. But 
the victory at Soochow was followed by treachery on the 
part of Gordon’s Chinese allies. The rebel leaders, known 
as ‘ Wangs ’ or kings, had been promised safety. To his 
anger Gordon found they had been miudered tluough the 
strategy of his ally, Li Hung Chang. He faced Li Hung 
Chang with indignation, and declared he would have no 
more to do with the movement. The Emperor in despair 
offered him money and gifts, but for some time Gordon 
was immovable. Such an example of honourable dealing 
TOth the enemy was pe^lexing to the Oriental mind, but 
it added to the respect in which Gordon was already held, 
and made his position in China stronger than ever. After 
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an interval he \Yent back to the troops, and in 1864 he 
stormed Chang-ehu-fu and thus eompleted the overtlirov 
of the rebellious Tai-pings. The victorj'- was a trhunph for 
Gordon, but he eared ver}' little for any sort of honours, 
though he found real satisfaction in the thought that 
he had secured the safety of thousands against the cruelty 
of the Tai-pings, who knew neither honour nor mercy. 

Before the appearance of Gordon on the field, Nanking 
had been besieged by the Tai-pings, and the frightened 
citizens had flung themselves on the mercy of their 
besiegers. But what did they find ? In the words of 
the Tai-pings : “ We killed them all to the infant in arms ; 
and the bodies of the slain we cast into the Yangtze.” 
In the reflection that he had set up a bulwark against 
future horrors of this sort Gordon found the reward tliat 
he valued. Titles, gewgaws, money, decorations — ^these 
could not tempt tlie man who hated ceremonies, who had 
no interest in dress, and who only ate to keep himself 
alive. A lady once found him about to take a meal. A 
pot of tea and a very stale loaf stood before him. He 
broke the loaf in pieces, crumbled it into the tea and ate 
it without a wish for anj’thing better. To a man ■with his 
eyes so firmly fixed on Life and Death the comforts of 
existence were of veiy small value. The Chinese Emperor 
made him a mandarin of the first rank, and gave him the 
‘ Yellow Jacket,’ by wliich he had a place in the Emperor’s 
bodyguard ; he also offered him money, but the latter 
gift was refused, and Gordon went back to England, sa 5 mg: 

“ I do not care a jot about my promotion or what people 
may say. I know I shall leave China as poor as when I 
entered it, but with the knowledge that, through m 5 ’- 
weak instrumentality, upwards of eighty to one himdred 
thousand fives have been spared. I want no further 
satisfaction than this.” 
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In 1865 he landed in England. His arrival made no 
stir. He -was practically an nnknovm man, and for the 
next six years he lived at Gravesend, in command of 
the Royal Engineers. The neglected condition of some of 
the boys in the streets aroused his attention, and his spare 
time was spent in work among the ragged and destitute. 
He got together a little company of boys whom he called 
his ‘ Wangs,’ and for years he helped them on and took 
an interest in all their doings. In retirm they gave him 
a devotion that was dearer to Gordon than any riband or 
decoration. 

After this quiet interr’^al in England he was once more 
swept into foreign service. He was sent to the Black 
Sea as British Commissioner in 1871, and three years later 
he went to Egypt, where the Khedive appointed him 
Governor of the Equatorial Provinces, for the purpose 
of bringing in reforms. It was a miserable climate, and 
Gordon arrived to find “ heat and mosquitoes day and 
night all the year round.” But the discomfort of the 
mosquitoes was nothing to the horror which he felt at 
the cruelty he saw all rormd him among the victims of the 
slave trade. Gordon threw himself into this new battle 
against oppression with his usual fiery energy. The sight 
of evil was always enough to make his blood boil and he 
would ride at once to the rescue without a thought of any 
evil consequence to himself. His indignation was so great 
that he could thinlr of nothing but vengeance upon the 
evil-doers.' This blindness to his own peril made him 
perform' deeds at whose daring less reckless men were 
agape, though Gordon himself saw nothing remarkable 
in them. He nearly always outrode or outwatched his 
companions, and once when he arrived first at a camp of 
slave dealers he rode, defenceless and imarmed, straight 
into the circle of his enemies, without waiting for his own 
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men to come up. Such coiu-age made him the idol of the 
ill-treated men and women whom he had taken under* his 
protection, and so great was the reverence and trust placed 
in him, that in 1884, when Khai*toum was threatened by 
the jMahdi, and news came that Gordon was at hand, 
all uneasiness in the city vanished like magic, and men 
and women poured out to kneel down and welcome the 
coming of the man whom they looked ujron as a saviour. 

Gordon’s life in the Sudan was full of hardship. He 
worked da}"^ and night against the evils he found there, 
using up the whole of Iris energy in tire struggle. He 
fought cheerfull\% for he enjoyed fighting, but underneath 
all his good humour and his cheerfulness lay a profound 
depression. The badness of the world weighed upon his 
spirits, and he could not forget the terrible vTongs which 
flomished aroimd him. Worst of all was the thought that 
it was the same evei*ywhere. The conclusion he reached 
was that a man must do his duty every moment of the 
day, and in this spirit he incessantly wi’estled onward,- 
though at the bottom of his heart gnaw'ed ever the thought 
that evil still held its omi. He wote home explaining 
what he hoped to do. “ With terrific exertion,” he says, 

“ in two or tluee years I may, with God’s administration, 
make a good province . . . and then I vdll come home 
and go to bed, and never get up again till noon every day, 
and never Avalk more than a mile.” Underneath his 
energy, his fiery restlessness, and his travelling ‘ like a 
whirlwind,’ Gordon knew what it was to be weary at 
heart. He was no laughing pilgrim through life. His 
cheerful imconcem was not built upon ignorance. He 
saw life at its best and its worst ; and he had proved that 
happiness lies only in struggle. 

In 1880 Gordon came back to England. He had 
realized his ambition ; tlie slave trade was no more. But 
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' in England he was still almost unknowm, and the public 
only recognized him vaguely as “ the soldier who had been 
in the Sudan.” 

For the next four years he was kept busy with several 
minor foreign commissions, but in 1884 Egypt again 
claimed him. The lOiedive was becoming very uneasy 
through the rising of a religious leader in the Sudan who 
called himself the Mahdi and had collected round him 
a large following of people who looked upon him as a 
divinely appointed king. There were several loyal 
garrisons in the Sudan, the chief being at Khartoum. 
These men were in danger from the IMahdi, so that in these 
cireumstances England resolved it would be wiser to with- 
draw English influenee from the Sudan. Gordon accord- 
ingly was sent thither for the purpose of bringing the 
garrisons back into safety. The mission did not altogether 
please him. He knew too well the difficulties of the 
Sudan, and, moreover, he was on the verge of going to the 
Congo on behalf of Leopold, Kiag of the Belgians. But 
the claims of Leopold were set aside for the claims of the 
British army, and in 1884 Gordon entered Egypt, never 
again to leave it. Once arrived at ILhartoum, he found the 
difficulties much greater than he had thought. It was no 
use merely withdrawing the garrison to safety — ^that would 
have left the town at the mercy of the Mahdi, who was 
mueh stronger than Gordon had expected to find him, 
and to abandon the helpless was at all times a thing Gordon 
would never do. Moreover, the Khedive had instructed 
Gordon to draw up a settled form of government, so that 
he could not merely evacuate the town without breaking 
faith with the Khedive, to whom he was responsible as 
well as to the British Government. In this dilemma he 
telegraphed to England a message that if he was to 
accomplish anything worth doing “ the Mahdi must be 
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fJTunshedl itp." Scvprnl times he sent messages of the same 
kind, sliowinp the urpent need for troops, hut no troops 
came. Gordon was slili n mere nobody in Enjjlnnd — sonic 
people even thought Iiim n Chin.aman. because he was often 
called ‘ Chinese Gordon ’—and tlie Knplish onicinls vere 
irritated by the imj)eriotis me.ssnjjcs of lliis man they liitd 
put in command. They .said lie was “ ovcr.stcppinp hi.s 
orders." and a sense of public displeasure bejjnu to arise. 
Meanwhile Gordon was in Khartoum .stnippHuf; with 
(lifTicuItic-s preat cuotiph to break the most heroic spirit. 

After .si.\- wcck.s’ cautious rnana'iivrinp the .Mnluli drew 
closer. Khartoum was bc,sicpcd : no more mess, apes could 
easily he pot throuph. No more troublesome tclcprnnis 
came to harass the British Government. ; hut Gordon was 
shut np in Khartoum, and the Mnhdi was laying plnn.s. 
Two hundred English soldiers miphl liave .saved the 
silunlion ; but none came. 

As the ditricuU-ics grew greater Gordon and liis collcnpncs 
formed an adventurous scheme. All the Enropenus — a 
little handful — and all the English soldiers — about fifty — 
were to make a dash in ii little boat and carrj" to the out- 
side world news of the plight of Klmrloiun. The plan 
seemed well laid, and the expedition set off. One European 
— the Austrian consul — refused to leave Gordon; but 
the rest went, and Gordon was now practically alone in 
the city. On his shoulders fell the whole burden of the 
protection of the torni of 40,000 souls. He set himself 
slcml}' to grapple u-ith his task, thinking ever of the fate 
of the brave expedition on the river. Present Ij' terrible 
news arrived. The boat had been scir.cd. All its men 
had been murdered. Its documents and jonnials captured. 
With this calamity Gordon’s last hope faded. During the 
grim days that followed his splendid courage never left 
him, but he fcltbitterly tlic silence of his countrj'. " I have 
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done my best for the honour of our countrj>-,” he wrote 
in his journal just before his death. “ Good-bye. You 
send me no information, though you have lots of money.” 

While he was thus drinking deeply from the cup of 
bitterness, he was worldng desperately hard on behalf 
of the city, staving off starv’^ation, sending out defiant 
messages to the Mahdi, encom-aging every one, keeping 
up discipline, -wilting in his joiu-nal, neglecting nothing, 
leaving no duty undone. Under this magnificent show of 
courage there grew slowly a deep-seated belief that his 
life would soon end in sacrifice. He accepted the idea 
calmly. “ I have done my best for the honoiu of my 
country.” On that he pinned his faith and prepared to 
wait serenely for any fate. It came early in 1885, in the 
chill da-wn of a January morning. Hunger held the town 
in grip. Everything eatable had long since disappeared. 
Rats and shoe leather were the only food. No one could 
resist any longer. At da-wn the troops of the Mahdi entered 
the town. Gordon heard the noise and knew what had 
happened. He left the house and went calmly into the 
streets, and there, it is supposed, he fell in the midst of 
the city whose safety he had valued far above his life. 

A day and a half later English troops reached Khartoum. 
They came up -with eager hearts, only to find a city of 
silence and desolation before them. There they stood, 
brave lines of England’s choicest soldiers, but they were 
too late. Gordon was dead, and the whole of the British 
army could not bring back life to that heroic soul. He 
had perished belie-vdng himself abandoned by the Govern- 
ment ; distrusted ; ill-judged. But his death transfigured 
everything. Public imagination seized upon his tragic 
end, and he who had been more or less an unkno^vn soldier 
became a hero,.passionately adored. He died in “the path 
of duty ” ; he awakened. to find it “ the way to glory.” 



CECIL J. RHODES 

" Have the elder races halted ? 

Do they droop and end their lesson, wearied, over there beyond 
the seas ? 

IVe take up the task eternal, and the burden, and the lesson, 
Pioneers/ O Pioneers /'■ 

Walt Whitman 

I N a quiet country' vicarage in the county of Hert- 
fordsliire there grew up iive boys, of whom the 
youngest was Cecil J. Rhodes. He was bom in 
1835, m the little town of Bishop Stortford, with its 
winding, uphill main street lined with sober, old-fashioned 
shops, and its pleasant, outlying fields and meadows. 
By rail London is not many miles awa}', but in atmos- 
phere the two places arc far apart, and thei-e isJittle 
of London’s bustle about the toivn now famous as tlie 
birtliplace of Cecil Rhodes. An old-established grammar 
school stands near by, and here Rliodes was educated 
till he Avas seventeen and it Avas time to set about the 
business of life. 

At school he made no special mai’k. He aa'hs Iwely 
and good-natured, full of courage and ready for any 
adventure, but he AA'as not particularly fond of games, 
nor AA’as he cleverer in the classroom than many another 
boy of the same age. When he AA'ent out into tlie world 
he shoAA’ed no promise of winning a place in histoiy, or 
of raising himself out of the commonplace rut. 

From school, he AA'as sent to South Africa, AA’here his 
first occupation was to grow cotton. One of his brothers 
had alreadj^ taken up land for tliis purpose, and as Rhodes 
125 
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was rather a delicate boy, he was sent out to join him. 
TJie life was rough, and not without hardship. One hut 
made a bedroom ; another -was a sitting-room ; beyond 
these there was nothing but the veld. 

Cotton-growing was not easy work. The land was 
poor, and there was always a risk of the crops faihng. 
But Rhodes Avas young and determined, and quite pre- 
pared to try something else if the fust thing should not 
succeed. Meamvhile he studied his fields, and began 
silently to obsen’^e the land into Avhich he had come. The 
loneliness of his ncAV life gave him many hours for thought ; 
books Avere a treasm'e, and he read steadily in the classics, 
Avliich he began to find a delight. The Roman outlook 
on life, Avith its devotion to the fatherland, and its un- 
questioning acceptance of the duty of a citizen, pleased 
the cast of his mind, and he began dimly to dream of an 
imperial England. These dreams AA’ere kept to liimself, 
for he Avas ahvays sIoaa' to entrust his ideas to others, and 
though the long, brooding silences which came upon him 
Avere filled Avith thoughts of AA'hat might be, he seldom 
put them into Avords. At this time in liistory his hope 
of an Empire seemed the castle in the air of a dreaming 
youth ; a fantastic scheme in the clouds, which less than 
a breath would blow into pieces. 

Rhodes and his brother were scarcely established as 
growers of cotton in South Africa when the first diamond 
was discovered near the Orange River, and the condition 
of the country immediately changed. The rumour that 
there were diamonds to be had for the digging brought 
men of all sorts rushing into the country, and Vooruitzigt 
(or Kimberley) quickly changed from a quiet little place 
to a bustling, roaring camp. Thousands of diggers began 
pegging out claims, and among these pioneers Avas Rhodes’ 
elder brother. A year later (1871) Cecil Rhodes himself 



Cecil Rhodes 
G. F. Watts 
Fbote W. A. MA&iell ft Co. 


126 


Earl Roberts 137 

were loynl there were ft fcw'who longed to throw ofi' tlic 
I'higlisli yoke. Very cftrcfullj* these dissiitisficd .spirits 
begnn to make their plans, and .seared}' a year after tlic 
Crimean War was ended by the Peace of Paris in 185G, 
and England was settling down to enjoy the benefits of 
peace, came the startling ncw.s that there was mutin}' in 
India. England was totally unprepared for t he announce- 
ment. During the war with Russia she had kept a 
watchful eye on the frontier, fearing trouble, but she had 
not expected an outbreak in tlic heart of the country. 

So far Roberts had done no active fighting, but he was 
more than prepared for any emergency. Five years of 
steady work in India had turned him into a resourceful 
and clever soldier, and he was ready to be tested. lie was 
staff ofllccr to General Reed and his first duty now took 
him on a tour of inspection of the neighbouring tomis, 
to Jhclum, to Rawal Pindi, to Warinzabad, and to Lahore. 
At Lahore there acre hundreds of English women and 
children who had fled to the town for safetj’. Their 
lives might easily have been sacrificed but for the prompt 
decision of Jlontgomcry, who, in the absence of John 
LaAvrcnce, ordered a parade at which tlie native troops 
were forced to la}- down their arms. Roberts did not stay 
long at Lahore. He pressed on with tlic troops to other 
stations, carrying dispatches which ordered the native 
troops to disarm. His messages w'crc not always wel- 
comed. One English colonel who trusted his men com- 
pletely was so upset at the command tliat he cried : 

“ VJiat 1 disarm my regiment ? I will answer with my 
life for the loyalty of every man.” 

The next order for Roberts was to move toward Delhi, 
which was being besieged by the enemy. This meant 
active service at last, and he eagerly hurried forward 
ivith the Bengal ArtUlery forces. As the troops drew 
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definitely left the cotton fields to take un lifn nc • ^ 
His brother, always a restless aSl aS? T"' 

was already planning a new expedition, and ^tli tliffr^^*"’ 
in view he handed over his claim to Cecil J -Riinri ^ ^ 
a 3 ^outh of eighteen years old, who arrived at tli^’ 
with a pickaxe and a spade and a few of his well ti 
Latin books. Tims he entered upon his nl e ^'=^ 
^essmg that vdth his pickaxe' SJd hriaTeT 

literally to find his fortime. So far his m-eat irle 
make enough money to take him to oJbrd an? 
fees at the Universitj% and with this romantie ^ f 
he laboured daily in the camp. mtcntion 

His fondness for reading, and his Innrr u., j- 
made him a puzzle to the rough-and-rLrl?^^ silences 
him. But those who knew him better t • ^ nround 
he had some very different qualities hT 
govern others ; he had tact and adroitnes! 
had set out upon a purpose nothing could ho 

Ins enterprise. His enterprise at the ^ 

become an undergraduate at Oxford, and 

enough money for this purpose by 1878 tl • ' up 
for diamonds put his business affairs 
capable hands, and then, laying donn r into 

shovel, he entered as an undergraduat i^is 

with the mtention of studying classic's ^ College, 

For the next eight years Rhodes s 
between the solemn quadrangles at Ovf ^ 'varied 
scrambling camp at Kimberley “"'i the noisv 

between tiie two he went, a puzzle ^r^vard 

worlds. The miners heard of his f ^ both 
trust ; under^-aduates were nonpIusS^?^®^ ^ntli dis- 

already acquainted mth the real a comrade 

themselves only knew by debate. ^vhich they 

the man to be afraid of loneliness and ^ 'vas not 

the charge of being 
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peculiar did not move him in the least. His goal was set 
plearly before him ; it was his business to get there. 
To this purpose he bent the whole of his strength. Life 
seemed to liim a great and important game. He resolved 
he would Icnow how to play it like a man. 

The motives which imdcrlay his dream of an Empire 
were noble and generous. The hard side of his character, 
which enabled liim to combat successfully with all liis 
rivals, was always tempered by impulses of generosity. 
A pitiful tale easily touched his heart; and he gave 
readily and -without noise or show'. The Empire, as he 
dreamed of it, was to be “ so great a Power as hereafter 
to render Avars impossible and promote the best interests 
of humanity.” In the march toAvard this aim money 
poured itself into his lap, but money w'as never his ulti- 
mate desire ; he valued it only as a means to an end, 
and never Avanted it for the purpose of making a great 
personal shoAv in the Avorld. It Avas power in the making 
and therefore desirable — ^that was how he regarded it; 
a, useful commodity which might help to make real a 
colossal dream of Empire. In thought he was as bold 
as he Avas in deed, and he scanned unterrilied a Ausion that 
the most hopeful might regard with doubt. 

It was 1881 Avhen Rhodes took liis degree at Oxford, 
but some months earlier he had been made a member of 
the Cape Parliament. His groAving importance, and his 
knowledge of the affairs of the Avorld did not shake his 
belief in a University training. On the one hand he was a 
hard-headed man of affairs ; on the other, a student still 
busy Avith romance. This remarkable combination in 
his character remained with him to the end, and in the 
midst of his most energetic schemes he Avas always a 
dreamer of dreams. 

Rhodes AA'as still under thirty when an important crisis 
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occurred in South African affairs. The Boer fai’mers 
rose suddenly against the English, crossed the borders of 
Natal, and at Jlajuba Hill completely defeated the small 
English troop sent agamst them. This led to the Treaty 
of Pretoria, which secured Home Rule to the Boers, tmder 
the suzerainty of England. Flushed with their success 
the Boers began to dream of further independence, and 
under their President, Paul ICruger, they made plans for 
extending their power. Rhodes’ quick eye soon noticed 
the way things were drifting, and in the Cape Parliament 
he pointed out in bluff, undecorated speeches the import- 
ance of checking the advances of their neighbours. His 
early dreams had long since taken definite shape, and he 
now stood forward as the advocate of a United Soutli 
Africa under British control. At the moment his ambition 
seemed little lUcely to be fulfilled, and in 1884 the Convm- 
tion of London appeared to put it further off than ever, by 
restoring the name South African Republic and increasing 
the powers of the Boers. 

^^iiile affairs were thus slowly moving toward a new 
crisis, Rhodes was busy extending the mines in Ins control. 
His own position had changed very much since the day 
when he came, a boy of eighteen, into the diggers’ camp. 
He was now a wealthy mine-o^vner, feared and respected 
by hundreds of men, who were themselves of no mean 
wealth or intellect. His importance was further increased 
in 1889, when he joined with his rival, Barnet Isaacs, 
(popularly known as Barney Bamato) in the formation 
of a gigantic company, to Avhich a Royal Charter gave 
practically unlimited rights of opening up and developing 
the country. The next year (1890) he was made Prime 
Minister of the Cape Parliament, and the cards of the game 
for realizing his old dream of a United South Africa seemed 
fairly in his hands. But a menace came in theAfrilcander 
I 
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Bond, the members of whieh had sworn their intention 
to establish “ a South Afriean nationality through the 
cultivation of a true love of tliis, our Fatherland.” In 
aeeordance Avith this vow, the English language was 
attacked as the speech of foreigners, and every effort was 
made to foster the use of the Boer tongue, Boer customs, 
and Boer manners. 

Rhodes was popular among the Boers, and in the early 
part of his career he was in sympathy with the Afrikanders, 
but after^vard their growing opposition to ever5i;hing 
English forced him into the position of an enemy. Simple 
and straightforward in his own outlook on life, he found 
it hard to deal with men who were suspicious under their 
friendliness. Whatever his faults, they were of the large, 
obvious Idnd, spread out for any one to see, and not 
covered up with flimsy compliments or pretences at friend- 
ship. He was a good friend, but he was also a good 
enemy, for he was free from the littleness and spite which 
are harder to combat than open hostility. “ You’ve 
changed your views very hurriedly,” some one once said 
to him. “ Yes,” he replied, “ as hurriedly as I could, for 
I formd I was wrong.” 

This independence made him quite fearless in choosing 
his line of conduct. It made him cmt and domineering 
at moments of crisis, and in worldng with Europeans who 
were his superiors in command ; but it also helped him 
to deal with the native chiefs Avith a simplicity and tact 
quite outside the reach of an ordinary starched official. 
To the man unfamiliar Avith tribal ways, Rhodes might 
appear to be frittering away a morning in idle, familiar 
talk with a cliief, but the keener eye saw that these friendly 
chats were really business transactions carried out with a 
subtlety and ease that few Englislunen had the skill to 
compass. To Rhodes, as to Pope, the proper study of 
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mankind was man, and he was always keenly interested 
in any human being, whether black or white. This 
interest was very wide. It did not merely touch the men 
whom chance brought into contact with him, but it took 
in the generations still to come, so that he strove to gaze 
into the future and to link himself with those who should 
be bom after his death. His vivid sense of life made him 
long passionately to be part and parcel of the future as 
well as of the present, and when by his last will he left 
money to found scholarships at Oxford for students from 
all parts of the world, he was not only expressing his 
belief in the value of a imiversity training, but attempting 
to pour himself into new generations, and to jDreserve an 
imbroken xmion with the ages that should follow him. 

As Prime I\Iinister of the Cape Parliament, Rhodes 
had great power in his hands and for that reason he 
valued the appointment. “You do not care for money,” 
said a friend, who knew liis careless habits and his 
generosity. “ For its onm sake, no,” answered Rhodes. 

“ But it is a power, and I like power.” 

Rhodes was a popular Prime Minister, but his popularity 
did not blind him to the dangers in front. Five years 
passed by — years of imeasiness and strain. The Boers 
felt they had a grievance, and they began silently to 
gather themselves for a straggle. Jleanwhile, Rhodes 
was on the alert. 

Tilings were in this position when in December 1895 
Dr Jameson made a sudden raid upon Johannesbmg. 
He went, he said, to help the ‘ outlanders ’ who were being 
oppressed by the Boer Community. These outlandei'S, or 
strangers, had come into Johaimesburg in the hope of 
making money in the diamond mines. At first quite a 
small number, tliey had now grown into many thousands, 
and they demanded the rights of citizens. These rights 
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the Boers were not willing to admit, and henee there was 
a gi’eat deal of ill feeling between the two sections in the 
town. Taking advantage of this hostility, Jameson 
attempted to pour his men into the city, on the ground 
that the outlanders had asked for help. 

The Raid failed, and the Boers instead of being weakened 
were stronger than ever. Rhodes, who had known 
what Jameson was doing, was obhged to give up his 
office ; worse than this, he saw his dream of a United 
South Africa under British control fade into improbability. 
Both in England and South Africa he was hotly discussed. 
By some men he was called a hero ; others spoke of him 
as a Icnave and a rascal. Rhodes cared very little for 
what was said about him. The worst blow lay in the 
shattering of his plan for uniting South Africa and making 
it an imperial British possession. 

For more than two years no great event happened to 
disturb the peace of South Africa, but discontent simmered 
xmderneath the surface and slowly came to the boiling- 
point. So slowly did this happen that even Rhodes was 
mistaken in the signs, and to those who wliispered ‘ war ’ 
he replied decidedly : “ Remember that Itruger, if the 
Home Government are firm, will in the end give way. 
All they need do is to continue preparations as openly as 
possible. Nothing will make Kruger fire a shot.” 

But for once Rhodes was mistaken. Kruger’s plans 
were already made, and only a few months after Rhodes 
had written these words war broke out. At the first clear 
sign of danger Rhodes hastened to Kimberley, which 
directly afterward became besieged. 

In the siege Rhodes worked like ten men. He ex- 
asperated the military defenders of the city with his 
readiness to issue commands, but at the same time he 
spared neither himself nor his money in the service of the 
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town. He built a fort, and maintained it if i ■ 
expense. He fed 10.000 people a da^^^f ^ 
and helped to put the women 

luding-places. Not onlv was he ch^,n 

ready to help, but he seemed to W 5 

means of getting what was needed at tl ™ 

you want an^g?- he S ff “Do 

“Yes,” was 'the ^er, 

smty-two mules, seven waggons and horses, 

mygunsmobde.” Three da^-s later tJiP ”’^he 

at his camp. " ^- ^’^^oalJdeln'ered 

Kimberley was relieved in 

French, after a siege of 124 General 

from the town, broken in healtL bnt hsrth 

ever to realize his ideal “ ^ as anxious as 

nghts for every civilized “iseguS 


the man who 

he utterly abhorred. To ® ^orfc, but th^f,*'® 
his own physical stren^^'Z' ^ ^ ^be kno^Iert I?'""’ 
greatest calamity thp*-p 

-th fearless the 

by his wffl that bimsejf 

passionately desired. 

not keep death at f--. spleurli^ he .so 


of Kimberley, jn. . — «., 

bimed on the top Di 


loufe of the sieg^ 

which sweep ^<^0500, he 

still see hiSt.;r, fcfh- ' the wind- 5 <'.< 

■ and exultin^c'" 
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A gentle Knight was pricking on the plaine, 

Ycladd in mighiie armes and silver shielde, 

Wherein old dints of deepe wounds did remains. 

The cruel marhes of many a bloudy fielde ; 

Full jolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt. 

As one for knightly juists and fierce encounters fitt.”- 

Edmund Spenser 

S OME twenty-five years before the Indian Mutiny, 
Frederick Sleigh Roberts was bom at Cawnpore, 
in 1882. His father, Sir Abraham Roberts, was 
a General in the British army, and his mother was the 
daughter of Major Abraham Bunbury. With such parents 
the boy grew up from babyhood with the idea that a 
soldier’s life was the best in the world. 

While he was but an infant of two Roberts was taken 
to England, and for ten years he did not see his father 
again. His mother brought him up carefully and well. 
Roberts adored her. He was an affectionate, pleasant 
boy, never without a friend, and very fond of his home. 

In time he was sent to Eton, and from there he went 
to Sandhurst, .being still thoroughly determined to be a 
soldier. These hopes were realized in 1852, when, at the 
age of twenty, he set sail for India as a cadet. 

Sixty years ago India seemed much farther off than it 
does now. The journey took longer, the number of English 
people living there was smaller, the towns were, less 
healthy, eholera more common, and — desolating thought 
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Lord Roberts into fresh activity. Though old in j’^ears, he 
was yoimg in heart, and he flimg himself eagerlyjinto affairs, 
ready to do anything that was demanded of him. He 
saw with pride his old colleague. Lord Kitchener, stepping 
into supreme control at home, and with great delight 
he heard that some of the Indian troops dear to him were 
coming from their country' to help England in her danger. 
Alwaj^s readj'^ to consider others before himself. Lord 
Roberts, at a tune of bitter weather, crossed to France to 
inspect the Indian troops who were splendidly proving their 
loyalty to England. It was the most graeeful compliment 
and expression of friendship that the hero of Kandahar 
could have shonm, and though it was paid at the cost of 
a chill winch ended in death, Roberts did not hold it too 
heavy a price. To die >Yithin sight of the field of battle, . 
secure in the thought that India and England were now 
joined together in a common cause, this was no tragedy, 
but a splendid happiness. Sudden emergencies had never 
fovmd Lord Roberts xmprepared, and the quick coming of 
Death could not affright his noble spirit. A hero sur- 
rounded by a company of heroes, on the 14th of November 
1914 he made his last glad farewells. 

A few days later, on a grey, mist-sodden morning, a 
long, solemn procession passed tluough the rain-washed 
streets of London. It was the funeral of ‘ Our Bobs,’ 
going on its way to St Paul’s, between dense lines of 
grieving people, who, while they watched sorrovTullji', 
told one another that just so would he have chosen 
to die. 
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— except on sick leave there could benoretum for ten years. 
Thus, when the actual moment of parting came, Roberts 
felt suddenly rather young and very forlorn. Beliind 
him lay familiar England ; before liim a vast and un- 
Ialo^vn country, bristling TOth peril and inliabited by 
an alien race. There were other yoimg men on the ship, 
also going out for the first time. They were as despondent 
as Robei’ts, and for a few days gloom held the little 
company. But the novelty of the voyage, and the 
exeitement awakened at tlie sight of each new port soon 
drove away regret, and Roberts was among the first to 
recover his spirits. He was eheered, too, by the thought 
that in India he would find several of his relations, 
including his father. 

Although Roberts looked forward to seeing liis father, 
he felt he would be alnrost a stranger to liim. Since a baby 
he had only seen him once, on the occasion of the General’s 
furlough home, now nearly eight years ago. At that time 
the boy had been twelve years of age, too much engrossed 
in his school world to tliink much about his home. He 
was now a young soldier of t\venty, and he felt shy about 
the encounter with his almost unlmOTn parent. The two 
did not meet, however, for some months. Sir Abraham 
Roberts was in command of the troops on the North-West 
■ frontier, and for the first four months after his arrival in 
India the son was at Dum-Dum, in the garrison of a 
native field battery. Lonely, and rather miserable, the 
young soldier was beginning to think Indian life a 
cheerless business, when he was heartened by a message 
ordering him to go north to join his father’s troops at 
Peshawar. 

Tlwee months of very uncomfortable travelling brought 
him to his destination, and fatlier and son met. Roberts’ 
shyness melted away in the General’s pleasure at welcoming 
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his son, and the two were soon fast friends. Roberts had 
always been of an affectionate nature. His mother he 
already adored, and now he set his father beside her in 
his love. 

This natural warmth of disposition throughout his life 
influenced liis general outlook on affairs, and though he 
was always strongly on the side of discipline, be was firmly 
opposed to every Idnd of cruelty. In 1852 flogging in the 
army was still a fairly conimon praetice. Roberts boldly 
expressed himself against it. “ I was obliged,” he says, 
“to be present at a flogging parade, the only one, I am 
glad to say, I have ever had to attend, although the 
barbarous and degrading eustom of flogging in the army 
was not done away with imtil nearly thirty years later. 

. . . One felt it was productive of harm rather than good, 
for it tended to destroy the men’s self-respect, and to 
make them completely reckless.” 

There were many risks to health in India at this date, 
and while he was at Peshawar, Roberts several times had 
an attack of fever. He accepted illness with his usual 
bravery, and at the first possible minute returned to his 
work. To be doing nothing was imbearable to a man of 
his active spirit. He much preferred overamrk to idleness, 
and in these zestful early years he laid the foimdation of 
the xmflagging determination which afterward enabled 
him to be in the saddle for as much as sixty hours at a 
stretch, broken only by one short nap. He was ambitious 
as well as hard-working, and he left undone nothing that 
was likely to help him in his career. With this end in 
view he learnt Hindustani, and so gradually he came into 
promotion. 

In 1854 the Crimean War broke out. The struggle 
between England and Russia was watched not only by 
Europe but by India. Though many of the native princes 
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were loynl there were ft fcw'who longed to throw ofi' tlic 
I'higlisli yoke. Very cftrcfullj* these dissiitisficd .spirits 
begnn to make their plans, and .seared}' a year after tlic 
Crimean War was ended by the Peace of Paris in 185G, 
and England was settling down to enjoy the benefits of 
peace, came the startling ncw.s that there was mutin}' in 
India. England was totally unprepared for t he announce- 
ment. During the war with Russia she had kept a 
watchful eye on the frontier, fearing trouble, but she had 
not expected an outbreak in tlic heart of the country. 

So far Roberts had done no active fighting, but he was 
more than prepared for any emergency. Five years of 
steady work in India had turned him into a resourceful 
and clever soldier, and he was ready to be tested. lie was 
staff ofllccr to General Reed and his first duty now took 
him on a tour of inspection of the neighbouring tomis, 
to Jhclum, to Rawal Pindi, to Warinzabad, and to Lahore. 
At Lahore there acre hundreds of English women and 
children who had fled to the town for safetj’. Their 
lives might easily have been sacrificed but for the prompt 
decision of Jlontgomcry, who, in the absence of John 
LaAvrcnce, ordered a parade at which tlie native troops 
were forced to la}- down their arms. Roberts did not stay 
long at Lahore. He pressed on with tlic troops to other 
stations, carrying dispatches which ordered the native 
troops to disarm. His messages w'crc not always wel- 
comed. One English colonel who trusted his men com- 
pletely was so upset at the command tliat he cried : 

“ VJiat 1 disarm my regiment ? I will answer with my 
life for the loyalty of every man.” 

The next order for Roberts was to move toward Delhi, 
which was being besieged by the enemy. This meant 
active service at last, and he eagerly hurried forward 
ivith the Bengal ArtUlery forces. As the troops drew 
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near to the city they saw heaps of dead bodies by the way. 
This grim sight pricked their courage afresh, and every 
man tliirsted to be at the foe. Roberts played his part 
AAuth enthusiasm. He was wounded, but not very seri- 
ously, and his first thought was how soon he could be back 
in the lines. In the English camp news was scanty and 
imcertain. It was thought that Sir Hugh Wheeler was 
on the way Avith help, but Wheeler was already dead. 
Hard upon these tidings came word of the death of Sir 
Henry Lawrence, but this saddening statement was 
lightened by the arrival of Nicholson with a flying column. 
Nicholson believed that the only way to take Delhi was 
by a sudden movement, and in September a great assault 
was made. Roberts, who had now recovered from his 
wound, was in the thick of the fight, and with a comrade 
he sapped his way right up to one of the gates of the town, 
where the two succeeded in discovering a weak spot in 
the fortifications. From this information troops were 
secretly led into the vantage groimd, the gate was rushed, 
and on the 21st September the English flag was again 
hoisted over Delhi. There was only one cloud on the 
victory. Brave John Nicholson had been wounded and 
he was now dying, but dying as Wolfe and Nelson had 
died, happy in the thought of victory. 

In England the good tidings of the relief of Delhi 
brought thanlifulness and joy. To the sepoys it was 
black news, but they were not yet prepared to admit 
defeat. In these circumstances there could be no rest for 
the English troops, and scarcely had they entered Delhi 
when a colrnim left again for Ca^vnpore. In tins detach- 
ment rode Roberts, elated with the victory in which he 
had just taken part, and grimly determined to follow it 
up with more triumphs. 

The march to Cavmpore was full of danger. Hordes 
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of rebels lay hid along the countryside ready to strike 
an unexpected blow, and in the towns the Europeans 
among the population w’ere so terrified and excited 
that they were in no fit state to defend themselves. It 
was thus a full month before the troops were able to get 
to Ca-wnpore, where they heard the story of Nana’s 
treachery and saw the marks of his terrible cruelty. 

Not much could be done at Ca^vnpo^e, and TOth very 
little delay the troops pressed on to join Sir Colin Camp- 
bell’s men rovmd Lucknow. At Lucknow, Roberts was 
again in the thick of a terrible fight. Again and again the 
English lines charged the defences, till a breach was made 
in the wall. With a yell of delight the men rushed forward, 
each nobly anxious to meet the certain death awaiting 
the first-comers. On they rushed, till the wall was 
stormed, and over the dead bodies of their comrades the 
remaining troops passed into the city, and the first line 
of Lucknow was taken from the enemy. Roberts had 
played his part like a man, and he had miraculously 
escaped %vithout injury. Tlnilling with the sense of fine 
victory, his eye, nevertheless, was not blind to the 
sacrifices of the men who had fallen in battle. Inch by 
inch they had fought their way, and the ghastly heaps 
of the dead and the dying told how awful the struggle 
had been : “ It was,” says Roberts, “ a sickenmg sight, 
one of those which even in the excitement of battle and 
the flush of victory, make one feel strongly what a horrible 
side there is to war. The wretched woimded men could 
not get clear of their dead comrades, however great their 
struggles, and those near the top of this ghastly pile of 
writhing humanity vented their rage and disappointment 
on every British officer who approached by showering 
upon him abuse of the grossest description.” Roberts 
himself was utterly worn out. Except for one short sleep 
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he had been on his horse for sixty hours. The firmness 
•with which he had trained himself to suffer hardship was 
now doing him good seiwice, and maldng him able to endm’e 
exertions that would have overcome men of a far stronger 
frame. Small in height, and slight in build, he was lean 
and wiry, and already he bore the look of a soldier made 
strong by endurance. 

With the Relief of Lucknow the worst of the struggle 
in India was over ; but there were still some thousands 
of sepoys to be put to rout before the rebeUion could 
be considered thoroughly quelled. Numerous sharp 
skirmishes followed, in several of which Roberts took an 
active part. Oudh -was the centre of the final stand 
against the English, md it was not till 1859 that the last 
spark of rebellion was stamped underfoot. Roberts, 
meanwhile, had left for England soon after the Relief of 
Lucknow. The great strain of the past months had 
brought bim to the verge of illness, and he was ordered 
home on sick leave. He went very reluctantly. There 
was stni work to be done, and he hated to leave anything 
unfinished. His consolation lay in the thought that he 
had been through the worst of the struggle. Six years 
had passed since the gloomy day when he had set sail 
from England, feeling he was saying ‘ good-bye ’ for ever. 
Now he found himself reluctant to return and leave a 
country which had taught him soldiering and proved him 
a worthy son of his father. 

Roberts arrived home to find that, in a small way, he 
was something' of a hero. No event had ever stirred public 
imagination so deeply as the Mutiny had done, andthenation 
was full of gratitude for the men who had helped to turn 
^ aside the peril. Roberts had been awarded a medal for 
his bravery at Delhi and at Lucknow, and there was no 
happier young soldier in the land than he. During his 
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short leave of absence he met and married Nora Bews, 
the daughter of a captain in the army. Soon after the 
wedding was over the bridegroom had orders to retmm, and 
in the spring of 1859 he left for India. This was a very 
different voyage from the one he had made in 1852. 
Experience and success now went with him. India 
no longer seemed a forlorn desert but a famihar and 
beloved country. 

On his arrival in India Roberts found changes were 
taking place. Among other things, the JMutiny put an 
end to the old controlling powers of the East India Com- 
pany. In the early days of their ascendancy the Com- 
pany had iniled tlie coimtry well, but now that trade had 
increased so greatly, and the English hold on tlie country 
was so much stronger, it was clear that tlie task of ruling 
was growing beyond the powers of the East India Com- 
pany. The English Government therefore took the place 
of the East India Company, and the Queen became repre- 
sented by an official kno^vn as the Viceroy. The first man 
to hold this office was Lord Canning, youngest son of the 
great Goorge C ann ing, and Roberts was now made busy 
with elaborate plans to receive the new cliief. Many of the 
natives were still sore from their defeat, and they w'atched 
the preparations sullenly, though the splendour of the 
reception pleased tlieir love for the poetry of parade, and 
the sight of their own princes swearing allegiance at the 
Durbar, woke in the native popular mind an unconscious 
response of loyalty to a power w'hose rule, even in Oriental 
eyes, had always been based upon uprightness and 
justice. 

, For the next thirty-five years Roberts remained in 
India, helping in the vast work of refo rming and con- 
solidating the coimtry. Ill health occasionally forced 
him to take a rest in England, but the greato part of his 
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tiiiic was spent in active scnncc. In 1804 he helped 
to put down the Uinbeyin rising, and in 1800 he 
marched into Abyssinia to relieve the Europeans 
imprisoned by King Theodore, 

These campaigns were followed in 1878 by an expedition 
into Afghanistan on behalf of the people in the Kuram 
Valley. This was a dangerous undertaking and full of 
hardships. But the greatest difficulties could not make 
Roberts lose heart, and after some severe fighting he was 
able to assure the dwellers in Kuram that they were under 
the protection of the British Government and free for ever 
from the tyranny of the Ameer. So far things had gone 
well, yet Roberts felt uneasy. Yakub Khan, the Ameer 
of Afghanistan, was servile and full of professions of friend- 
sliip for ‘ the illustrious ’ British Government. Roberts 
had lived too long among Orientals not to Icnow that 
servility was often only a cover to disaifection ; but he 
could not put his finger on anj’thing directly suggestive of 
disloyalty, and public opinion in England was strongly in 
favour of bringing the war to an end. Peace was therefore 
concluded with the Ameer, and for bis servdees Roberts 
was rewarded by being created a linight-Commander of 
the Bath. 

An interval of peace followed. Roberts returned to 
India. All seemed well. Then suddenly came news 
whieh terribly justified Ms early forebodings. Jlajor 
Cavagnari, who had gone to Kabul as a British Envoy, 
was murdered with his rnen in a general massacre, 
said to have been planned by Yakub lOian. This news 
brought Roberts post-haste on the track of the Ameer, 
who still professed Mmself as aghast as the English at 
the mruder, and repeatedly declared that every enemy of 
England was his enemy too ; her defeats, Ms desolation ; 
her triumphs, Ms rejoicing. With one hand thus grasping 
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the hand of England, the Ameer began to stir up rebellion 
with the other. Then when he saw that victorj’’ was going 
to the side of the English, of his own will he left the throne, 
and claimed the protection of Britain, declaring he would 
“ rather be a grass-cutter in the English army tlian ruler 
of Afghanistan.” 

Everjdhing was done to accommodate the subdued ex- 
. Ameer, and ndth the sanction of the English, Abdul Ralunan 
was set in his place. Once again all seemed peace, and 
this time even Roberts believed the settlement stood 
upon a firm foundation. These hopes, however, were 
presentl}’' swept away by the startling news that the meek 
ex-Ameer, who had talked of being a grass-cutter in the 
British army, was now in open rebellion, and that the 
English troops imder Brigadier-General Burrows had been 
defeated, and that Lieutenant-General Primrose was 
besieged in Kandahar. 

Roberts had imagined that his next move would be 
toward home, but upon these tidings his plans were 
at once changed, and Avithout a moment’s delay he 
set out for Kandaliar. It was a blinding, difficult march, 
tlirough heavy sandstorms, with little food or water, 
small protection from the blazing heat by day or the 
freezing cold by night, and hardly any intervals for rest. 
Communications with the outside world were impossible, 
and all England waited in suspense for the silence to be 
broken by news of the brave little expedition wliich had 
gone into isolation and peril. For weeks no news came, 
and nearly a month passed before Roberts saw the end of 
his journey in sight. Kandahar ! Faint from fever and 
the struggle of the journey, he rode forward with a beating 
heart. Blany of his men who had set out ydth him were 
no longer at his side. Some had been killed in encounters 
mth the enemy by the way ; some had died from tlie 
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hardships of the march. Those who were left were worn 
with what they had endured, thin from lack of food, dirty 
and ragged from exposure. But their hearts were trim 
and taut, and every man held in reverence the brave soldier 
who had led them to their goal. As they marched into 
the tosvn a rousing welcome came from the small British 
garrison in command, and presently fears in England were 
set at rest by news of the safe arrival of Roberts and his 
men. ‘ Roberts of Kandahar ’ he became in history, 
‘Our Bobs’ to the soldiers who knew and adored him 
and to the nation who recognized in liim not only a popular 
hero, but a general who had a real affection for his men. 
This personal note is not always found among generals. 
The great Duke of Wellington took little interest in his 
soldiers except on campaign. He valued his men for their 
services, but he cared very little about them individua%. 
On the other hand, Lord Nelson was the friend of every 
sailor on board his ship, and this happy knack of making 
liimself beloved as well as respected now became recognized 
as one of Roberts’ finest traits. 

Kandahar established Roberts for ever as a great 
national figm'e. Rewards and festivities awaited him in 
England. Queen Victoria sent him a personal letter of 
thanks. He was honoured on aU sides. Every one was 
anxious to see him, and wherever he went curious and 
admiring eyes followed the small, trim, straight, lean 
figure of the hero of Kandahar. Such appreciation was 
pleasant to one long worn with hardship and battle, but 
the greatest satisfaction of all lay in his own heart, with 
its honest record of unbroken effort along the path of duty. 

In spite of his fifty-three years, Roberts had not yet 
done with foreign service, and in 1885 he went back to 
India as Commander-in-Chief. India seemed happy and 
peaceful and prosperous, and the troops there were 
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^joying ease. But Roberts had been active too long 
to be contented in idleness, and he now bent his energi^ 
tow^d improving the conditions of garrison life, by 
setting up coffee-bars and reading-rooms for the men. 

Queen Victoria’s jubilee he was decorated 
mth the Grand Cross of the Indian Empire, and in 1892 he 
^ as made a peei-. The next year he gave up liis command 
m India, after fortj^-one years of service, intending to spend 
tlie rest of liis life quietly in England. 

The outbreak of the Boer War in 1899, however, brought 
him once more into the field. The war was going ill for 
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at the delay, and Robeiis was much criticized for his 
long halt. But he was too old a soldier to paj' liecd to 
criticism, and he was resolved not to marcli till he had 
found the right moment. At the end of I^Iay 1900 he took 
Johannesburg, and from here he jiushcd into Pretoria. 
"With the capture of the capital of the Transvaal the furst 
part of the war ended. The second part was taken up in 
vigorous skirmishes with the enemy, and in repeated efforts 
to catch the clever and resourceful Boer General, Dc Wet, 
who time after time slipped through the fingers of his 
pmsuers. The flight of Kruger, and the surrender of 
Botha, one of the chief Boer generals, brought the end of 
the struggle in sight, but it was 1902 before peace finally 
came to close a war which had cost the English nearly 
forty thousand killed and wounded. 

Roberts returned to England in 1901, lea^^ng Kitchener 
to carry out the last phases of the war. He came "back 
to find himself more popular than ever. Hawkers in the 
streets sold buttons vith his portrait printed on them; 
not a newspaper was without its reference to him ; few 
homes were without his portrait. 

Such showers of appreciation were very grateful to a 
man affectionate and generous by disposition, who could 
look his fellow-countrymen honestly in the face and say 
that it had always been his greatest aim to serve the 
country which was theirs and liis. 

Upon his return from the Boer War, Lord Roberts, 
still full of energy, made it his aim to improve the con- 
ditions of barrack life, and to encourage means for the 
defence of England. With this latter purpose in view 
he declared liimself strongly in favour of some form of 
national service, tp be imdertaken by every male citizen. 

The outbreak of the Great War between Germany and 
her Allies, and Great Britain and her Alhes, in 1914, roused 
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Lord Roberts into fresh activity. Though old in j’^ears, he 
was yoimg in heart, and he flung himself eagerlyjinto affairs, 
ready to do anything that %vas demanded of him. He 
saw with pride his old colleague. Lord ICitchener, stepping 
into supreme control at home, and with great delight 
he heard that some of the Indian troops dear to him were 
coming from their countrj' to help England in her danger. 
Alwaj^s readj'^ to consider others before himself. Lord 
Roberts, at a tune of bitter weather, erossed to France to 
inspect the Indian troops who were splendidly proving their 
loyalty to England. It was the most graeeful compliment 
and expression of friendship that the hero of Kandahar 
could have shonm, and though it was paid at the cost of 
a chill wliich ended in death, Roberts did not hold it too 
heavy a price. To die Avithin sight of the field of battle, . 
secure in the thought that India and England were now 
joined together in a common cause, this was no tragedy, 
but a splendid happiness. Sudden emergencies had never 
fovmd Lord Roberts xmprepored, and the quick coming of 
Death could not affright his noble spirit. A hero sur- 
rounded by a company of heroes, on the 14th of November 
1914 he made his last glad farewells. 

A few days later, on a grey, mist-sodden morning, a 
long, solenm procession passed tlu’ough the rain-washed 
streets of London. It was the funeral of ‘ Our Bobs,’ 
going on its way to St Paul’s, between dense lines of 
grieving people, who, while thej'' watched sorrovTullji', 
told one another that just so would he have chosen 
to die. 



Phase IV — Invention, Discovery, 
and Science 

GEORGE STEPHENSON 

" Came by the railroad to Birmingham. The speed is sublime, 
but the amusement and interest of travelling are gone. W e shoot like 
an arrow through almost a dead solitude. We see, now and then, 
cattle and sheep, but human beings are rare as jewels ; no carts, no 
carriages, no foot-passengers, no towns, no villages. I believe it to 
be much safer than the road, and incomparably more dull.”- 
Extract from Lord Shaftesbury’s Diary, 1839 

^’”1 ^HE eighteenth century was nearly tn’enty years 
B distant when George Stephenson was bom in 
JL Wylam in 1781 in a cottage blackened with 
colliery dirt, some eight miles out of Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
His father was a pit worker, lost for six days out of seven 
in the depths of the earth to earn a weekly wage of twelve 
shillings. With this income- luxuries were out of the 
question, and little George Stephenson grew up counting 
himself happy if he got butter to the bread which he 
clutched in his determined little fists, grimy like every- 
thing else from the coal dust which h un g in the air and 
blighted everything near it. But in Stephenson’s eyes 
the coal pits did not seem dirty ; they were mysterious 
caverns down which might be found all sorts of miraculous 
things; best of all they harboured machinery — wheels 
that turned, chains that clanked, and buckets that went up 
and down in an entlnalling fashion. The mine thus became 
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the company were courageous enough to hold on to the 
end ; none had the wonderful staying power that carried 
Livingstone triumphantly tlirough a thousand mis- 
fortunes. Fever, hunger, drought, attacks from wild 
beasts, and treachery from friends, against all these the 
traveller had to be prepared. No leisure, scarcely even 
a moment’s ease, had to be his accepted portion. Every 
bush might hide a wild beast; every swamp a fever; 
every hospitable board a foe. Livingstone had been too 
long in the country for his intentions to be unknown. 
His crusade against the slave trade had made him much 
hated both by the European dealers who received the 
slaves and by the Arabs who supplied them, and now 
at every step he took he felt a hand against him. It was 
thus 1871 before he got to the tomi of Nyangwe on the 
Lualaba river. Here he saw the slave evd at its height, 
when woman and children were shot donn in the markets, 
in a sudden, general massacre. Livingstone was helpless 
to prevent the bloodshed. He watched the slaughter with 
sickening heart ; while a bewildered imagination told him 
he must have arrived in hell. 

Having reached Nyangwe in safety, Livingstone’s 
intention was to cross the river. But not a canoe could 
he find. No one would take him over the stream, and, 
baffled and out of health, he was forced to go back to Ujiji, 
feeling himself an outcast. 

He entered the town thoroughly disheartened. For 
years he had been cut off from England ; he had spoken 
no English, and received no English letters ; he was as 
ignorant of what had been happening in Europe as 
Robinson Crusoe on his desert island. The long isolation 
had made him grave and silent, but his courage was still 
unwithered. Nothing could daunt the man -who had 
faced death a hundred times without flinching. He 
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to him a Jand of enchantment where even the coa! dust was 
gold, and lie dreamt often of the day when he would 
be big enough to go down into tliosc dazzling depths. 

No sehool education came liis way, and while he was 
still a verj' little boj’- he was set to earn rnohej' by keeping 
guard over the cows strajdng upon the colliery’s edge. 
A splendid twopence a week rewarded him for tin’s pleasant 
task, during hours of which he amused himself by making 
little models of water-mills and trjdng them in the stream. 

His father had taught him to know cverj’^ bhd and 
animal in the fields, for ‘ owd Bob ’ loved all Avild things, 
and he could track a nest as cleverly as he could spin a 
fairy tale, or swing a pick in the mine. His son longed 
for nothing better than to be like his father, and he was 
full of satisfied pride when at fourteen he was made an 
assistant fireman. 

The pit which had fascinated him as a little bo)" did not 
lose its charm ns he grew older. At eighteen he had 
become a full fireman at a wage of tAvclvc shillings a week, 
— a sum Avlu’ch seemed to him Avell on the waj' to riches. 

But he could neither write nor read, and being deter- 
mined to get on in the Avorld he now made it his business 
to learn these mysteries. On the hard bencli of a night 
school he AATestled so doggedly with spelling and reading 
that soon he could proudly write a letter, in large hand- 
WTiting, slowly penned, and looking stiff and important 
Avhen finished. 

With the difficulties of Avriting and reading now behind 
him, Stephenson set out to conquer fate. Exactly how he 
AA'as going to do it he did not know, but he felt sure the 
Avay lay through the fascinating coal mine. Thus, little 
by little his mind became fixed on the engine now in his 
care and he began unconsciously to prepare himself for 
his great future work. 
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He knew little of the world beyond the district of New- 
castle, for though his home had been moved two or three 
times the removals were never for more than a few miles, 
and always in the neighbourhood of the coal pit. He 
had thus only a vague idea of what his o^vn country was 
like. This did not trouble him. He had no thirst for 
travel ; and thousands were stay-at-homes like himself. 
Travelling was a slow and tedious business, only possible 
to the rich. There were no trains ; coaches were dear ; 
lodgings not easy to find. None but the well-to-do could 
hope to go from place to place. The rest had to be con- 
tent with the neighbourhood in which birth had chanced 
to plant them. 

Up till now the difficulty of getting about had not 
greatly disturbed the lives of the people. They had been 
satisfied wdth a placid, imeventful existence, in which a 
daily newspaper w^as an unknown thing, the speed of a 
coach a marvel, and a letter a luxury, partly because 
the postal charges were high but also because many could 
not write. Into this peaceful, sleepy roimd of life came 
a thunderbolt in the shape of machinery. When factories 
began to be common and trade raced ahead, then it became 
verj’^ plain that somehow or other goods must be taken 
from one part of the country to another by some quicker 
means than horse-drawn waggons. This was particularly 
the case with coal. The gro-ivih of the factories and the 
appearance of new towns made a great increase in the sale 
of coal, both for home use and for abroad. But coal is 
heavy, and enterprising coal-owners began to look round 
for some new method of carrying the coal from the pits 
to the ships. Horses had so far pulled the waggons ; this 
was slow and expensive, and the price of coal was therefore 
very high. 

The idea of a locomotive engine that would be useful for 
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carrjTOg hca%rjr goods was not new. Janies Watt had 
planned one, and in 1813 a better travelling engine, the 
‘ Puffing Billy,’ had been tried at the Wylam Colliery. 
But Puffing Billy was ver}’^ noisy. Showers of red-hot 
cmders flew from his throat; a great rumbling of wlieels, 
and a screech so hideous that the cattle in the fields 
fled m terror, announced his approach. After all this 
commotion the monster himself appeared, creeping along 
very slowl}', and so uncertain of being able to hold out 
to the end that a team of horses had to follow behind, 
to be ready for the breakdown which nearty always took 
place. 

People who lived in houses near the colliery line got 
up petitions to have the locomotive stopped, and indignant 
farmers went into the law courts to protest against the 
injurj' done to their cattle and their crops. No one ever 
dreamt that some day engines would cany hmnan beings 
from place to place ; and at first it seemed scarcely likely 
that they would even be largely used for taking goods. 

Stephenson meanwhile had married. He had a cottage 
of his own, and for two or three years he was entirely 
happy. After his day’s work Avas over he would put on 
his leather a^won and amuse himself b)’’ making models 
of Avheels, and rough drawings of engines. He had an idea 
for a locomotive, and A’'eiy^ slowly he Avas completing the 
notion. The early death of his AA’ife plunged him into 
grief, out of Avhich he struggled to experiment harder tlian 
ever. He was a careful and cautious AAnrher. His mind 
did not rush to brilliant conclusions, but once he had got 
an idea he stuck to it and tested it to find its real A’alue. 

He loved machine^3^ The whirring of Avheels and the 
clank of chains Avere as musical in his ears as they had 
been when he AA-as a little boy, and in the pit in wliich he 
worked he had long been recognized as an unusuall}'^ clcA'^ei 
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young engineer Because he had successfully adjusted a 
pumping engine which esjierts declared would never 
work. This feat brought him into the notice of his 
employer and gave him a wage of two poxmds a week, 
but it did not mark the height of his ambition. A 
locomotive, which he christened ‘My Lord,’ was spring- 
ing into life imder his fingers and in 1814 this darling of 
his heart made a trial run down the nine-mile railway 
whieh led from the pit to the docks. 

With beating heart Stephenson stepped off the engine. 
The journey had been slow ; the engine had screamed 
and jerked and snorted ; cinders had flown from her 
funnel ; but these were small things, trifles that would be 
remedied in time. The great fact Avas that the trip had 
been successfully carried through : Stephenson’s engine 
was established. 

The thrill of his success was still upon him when 
Stephenson invented a safety lamp for miners in 1815. 
A fortnight later Sir Humpluy DaA^ also brought out a 
safety lamp. Davy Avas a rich and famous man : Stephen- 
son poor and unlmoAvn. The Davy lamp became hailed 
as the first of its kind, and the humbler ‘ Geordy ’ lamp 
for a time went unnoticed, till a public movement AA^as set 
on foot to give Stephenson his due, and the handsome 
sum of £1000 was given him as a reward for his splendid 
AAwk. The glory of inventing the safety lamiA for miners 
must thus be shared by Sir Humphry DaAy and Stephen- 
son. Both lamps are still in use, and both have saved 
hundreds of men from death by explosion in the coal pits. 

From the safety lamp Stephenson turned again to the 
making of engines. As he sat in his cottage, working 
away at his models, dreams crept into his mind. He saAV 
men and AA'omcn travelling in trains ; Avorkmcn going 
cheaply and easily from their Avork to their homes ; large 
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cities linked to one another wnth railways ; trade better ; 
food, clothing, and coals cheaper. But above these 
dreams lowered a dark cloud ; the public was against 
locomotives. Some people were indifferent ; others were 
furiously opposed ; except for a few business men hardty 
any were in favour of the new idea, and the few who 
ventured to declare their belief were laughed at for their 
foll}^ or reproached for encouraging an invention that 
everj'' one declared would be a danger to life and bring ruin 
to the country. 

Stephenson, however, held to his wa 3 ^ A pit near 
Sunderland had a short line where an engine ran at four 
miles an hour. Tliis speed was looked upon as little less 
than a marvel, and the more far-seeing began to consider 
whether there might not be something in tlie idea after all. 
Under Stephenson’s direction the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway was laid, and in 1825 a quaint handbill announced 
the formal opening of the line and the grand departure to 
Stockton of — 

1. The Company’s locomotive engine. 

2. The engine’s tender with water and coal. 

3. Six waggons laden with coals, merchandise, etc. 

4. The Committee and other Proprietors in the coach 

belonging to the Company. 

5. Six waggons with seats reseiwed for strangers. 

0. Foirrteen waggons for the conve 3 ’’ance of workmen 
and others. 

This bill brought to the line hundreds of spectators, 
who, open-mouthed, watched the train passing slowly on 
its way. Men on horseback rode before the engine, waving 
flags to warn people of the danger to be expected from 
this new and awe-inspiring novelty. In three hours the 
whole distanee of twelve miles had been covered, and 
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the beginning of railway travelling was thus fairly estab- 
lished. All over the country there was little talk of 
anything except the wonders of the Darlington train. 
A good many people were still very gloomy about what 
might happen in the future, but others began to change 
their minds, and the boldest talked of going themselves 
for a trip. 

Delighted with the success of the new locomotive, 
Stephenson pressed on to still greater things. The Liver- 
pool and Manchester Railway was planned, and Stephenson 
undertook to manage its construction. Abuse of aU sorts 
fell upon him daily. Every kind of obstacle was put in 
his path. But the boy who had learnt to read at eighteen 
had become a man who did not readily yield to difficulties. 
Once he had been proud to earn twopence a week, now he 
had a salary of £1000 a year, but he was the same 
Stephenson, as dogged, as untiring, and as fearless as ever. 
In four years he had finished his task, and the railway was 
opened in 1830. It became at once a success, and for a 
time the public went railway mad. They now demanded 
railways as fiercely as they had before opposed them. 
Stephenson became famous. Every one wanted to know 
the man who had built an engine able to rim twenty miles 
an hour. Once ten miles an hour had been considered a 
maiwel, and it had been gravely proved in the Law 
Courts that twelve miles would be an impossibility. 

And so Stephenson came into his own at last. His 
dreams had come true ; railways were established. In 
1840 he withdrew to his home, Tupton Hall, near Chester- 
field, and here he lived very quietly for the remaining 
eight years of his life, growing flowers and fruit with very 
nearly as much zest as he had fashioned boilers and wheels. 
In tMs quiet retreat he was able to look forth and mark 
the tremendous changes his invention brought upon the 
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country. Trade flourished ; the carriage of goods became 
cheaper ; journeys were frequent ; fravelling a pleasure ; 
best of all, a spirit of friendliness sprang up between the 
various parts of the countr3% now for the first time in 
actual connexion with one another. And not only were 
cities joined to cities, but nation got to Imow nation in 
a way that had been impossible before. George Stephenson, 
dying in 1848 at the age of sixty-seven, might well look 
back upon what he had done, and reflect with satisfaction 
that the work of his hand would live for ever after him, 
and that more than any other man of his day he had 
helped to bring the nations together, and to'change for the 
better the everydaj' life of the world. 



DAVID LIVINGSTONE 


" Let her life be torn and streaming like the flag of battle, it must 
be forward to the end ." — George Meredith 

I N 1823 David Livingstone, then a little boy of ten, 
went to work in a cotton-mill near Glasgow. It 
seemed to Mm no hardship that he should work so 
earty. His home was poor and he had quickly learnt 
that life is a struggle. But he was ambitious and deter- 
mined, and he made up Ms mind that in spite of the mill 
he would be a scholar. From six in the morning till eiglit 
at night he was kept busy at work, but after tMs there 
was still a little precious time for reading, and to a youth 
so determined neither fatigue nor the wearying flicker of 
a candle could hinder Mm in his purpose. He had 
splendid health, and in spite of plain living and hard work 
he grew up into a strong, powerful yoimg man. From his 
HigMand ancestors he inherited a resolute and courageous 
spirit, and he never gave way to any obstacle lying in 
the path of duty. Thus, "without knowing it, he fitted 
himself for the hard, strenuous life that was afterward 
to be Ms in Africa. 

From childhood Li-vingstone had been brought up to 
fear God, and when he was about twenty he decided he 
would be a missionary. It was a bold resolution for a 
youth in Ms position, mth no money, no rich friends, 
no knowledge of foreign lands, no one of any kind to 
help him. But the missionary and the explorer were 
already stirring in him, and once ha -ying come to a 
decision he set about earr 5 dng it out as quietly and as 
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resolutely as lie had carried through his studies in his 
little bedroom at home. 

Befoi’e going abroad some kind of training was necessary, 
and Livingstone therefore decided to study medicine. 
This knowledge would be highly useful to him in a foreign 
land, and accordingly in 1836 he entered Glasgow tJniver- 
sitj\ To get there at all he had been obliged to save up 
his earnings for a long time, and as soon as the term was 
over he was back again at the mill making mone}’’ for the 
next session. Very few shillings had to go a verj^ long 
way, but by Ihring in the plainest possible manner he was 
able to manage so successful!}- that by 1840 he had passed 
his examinations and been ordained as a missionary by 
the London Jlissionary Society. 

His next step was to go abroad. Livingstone had 
always had a hankering for China, but this plan was not 
foimd practicable, and in 1840, full of enthusiasm and 
burning for work, he sailed to South Africa. Leaving 
home was not witliout its sorrow. He was devotedly fond 
of his parents and he said good-bye with a pang : tliose 
who knew him but slightly were apt to think him careless 
and almost hard-hearted, but the few who knew him 
better understood that the awkwardness of his manner 
was only a sign of the love that lay imdemeath. Always 
ready to do a kindness for others, he was full of gratitude 
for the smallest service to himself: and even when by 
ill chance he stumbled upon mahce or ill feeling he always 
met it with such generosity that spite was confounded and 
often turned into friendsliip. 

On landing in South Africa Livingstone went to 
Hmuman. He did not stay there long. Huruman was 
then the most northerly station of tlie mission, but the 
Society' was anxious to make a new one above it, and 
Livingstone was bidden to look for a spot that would be 
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as healthy as possible and likely to be favourable for 
missionary work. This was an undertaking exactly suited 
to his powers, and he set off in the highest spirits. All 
was new and exhilarating ; everything looked the colour 
of rose. But before long Livingstone fotmd things that 
dismayed him . He caught glimpses of gangs of slaves ; 
he heard tales of great cruelty and superstition ; among 
the loveliest surroundings fever lurked ; and the deadly 
tsetse-fly everywhere carried the dreaded sleeping-sickness 
in its sting. Beside all these dangers there was the dread of 
wild beasts, making exploration a fearsome thing, only to 
be undertaken by men willing to face mauling or sudden 
death. For all these reasons, those who ventured along 
untried paths ran into danger of a hundred lands. There 
was no danger, however, great enough to daunt the heart 
of Livingstone, though his knowledge of medicine and his 
natural penetration made him aware of many risks hidden 
from the ignorant, careless native. 

After a good deal of exploration Livingstone decided 
upon maldng a new station at Mabotsa, and here he lived 
till 1846. Work of all sorts filled up his hours, but he 
never forgot that he was first of all a missionary, and httle 
by little he gathered round him a company of natives 
anxious to worship the Englishman’s God. This little 
band imited "vvith their belief in God a strong confidence 
•in the man who had told them about him. The white 
man was good ; they felt it instinctively ; and thus his 
house became the refuge for the outcast, the miserable, 
or the downhearted. In the midst of the little flock 
Livingstone worked daily, “ building, gardening, cobbling,” 
he said, “ doctoring, tinkering, carpentering, gun-mending, 
farriering, waggon-mending, preaching, schooling, lecturing 
on physics according to my means, besides a chair in 
divinity to a class of three, fill up my time.” 
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AU these distractions, however, could not crowd out 
from Livingstone’s active mind his keen desire to know 
more about the country where so few Europeans had ever 
been. Here and there were known tosvns, but in between 
these halting-places were huge tracts of swamps and forest 
mid jungle where no wliite man had ever trod. There 
Were vague rumours of lakes and rivers, splendid water- 
ways never used, but so far as the English were concerned 
the}’’ remained rumours. AVlien Livingstone went to 
Africa, it was said that the countr}’ “ was a blank from 
ICuruman to Timbuctoo.” Though a few guesses had 
been made, there was nothing really knoivn of the interior. 
To explore the continent meant a gigantie undertaking, 
but it was partly because it would be so gigantic that the 
idea of the expedition fascinated Livingstone. Neverthe- 
less for a time he did not begin to explore on a large scale, 
and though bj' the end of 1849, through the devotion of the 
natives he had found Lake Ngami, he was still in the eyes 
of traders (suspicious of any one likely to hurt their 
interests) only a rather inquisitive, over-busy Inissionar 3 ^ 
From Ngami, Livingstone went steadily north till he 
reached the town Sesheke, and here he found the Zambesi. 
But his journey thither had been saddened bj”^ the traces 
of slave ti-affic, and he began to make deliberate war upon 
the trade. As a bom explorer he rejoiced in the fruits 
of his jornney, but his missionary soul was saddened at 
the cruelty of man toward man. 

For some years now Livingstone had been married. 
The children wei’e getting bigger ; it was necessary they 
should be sent to England, and in 1852 he went to Cape 
Town to put them on board sliip for home. He loved them 
dearty, and after they had gone he felt suddenly lonely 
and r^tless. But his endless corn-age rose again; he 
set his teeth and turned his face once more to the interior. 
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For the time being the missionary was lost in the explorer 
and he set off on a journey little less adyenturous than that 
of Mimgo Park. His health was not very good, and fever 
threatened him many times, but pluck and determination 
carried him through his expedition along the banks of the 
Zambesi to the town of Loadna on the west coast. Here 
he met a company of Portuguese traders, inclined to be 
friendly at first, but soon to become suspicious of this 
outspoken Englislunan who was threatening a traffic which 
the traders secretly upheld. So long as Livingstone did 
not interfere with the slave market they were ready enough 
to be friends, but brows grew black and eyes darkened as 
Livingstone’s purpose became more plain. 

In 1856 Livingstone visited England. A great welcome 
awaited him. On his last expedition across South Africa 
he had discovered the beautiful and now renowned 
Victoria Falls, and the news of his exploits had made him 
famous at home. Queen Victoria gave him a private 
audience ; Lord Palmerston showed himself kind and full 
of interest. These favours did not spoil Livingstone’s 
simplicity. He enjoyed them, but his heart was in Africa, 
and in 1858 he very willingly returned. Meanwhile he 
had published his book. Missionary Travels, which had 
been a great success. But writing was too slow a business 
for a man of his energetic disposition, and he declared he 
would rather cross Africa than go through the pains of 
writing another book. 

Very cheerfully Livingstone set out from England in 
1858. His wife and his youngest boy went with bim, and 
he bore a paper appointing him the Queen’s Consul in 
Africa. The office was unpaid, but the Governor had pro- 
vided a ship with which Livingstone was to investigate the 
Zambesi. Nothing could be more delightful to Living- 
stone than an expedition of this sort, and he embaiked 
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on it joyfully. Nevertheless he did not forget he was first 
of all a missionarj’-, going to open up for future workers 
districts still practically unknown. 

In earlier joumej^s along the Zambesi he had tinned 
westward ; he now went in the opposite direction, and 
in 1SG4 readied Zanzibar, on the eastern coast. He had 
gone tlirough hairbreadth escapes ; he had walked many 
miles through swampy ground ; he had struggled -with 
ever 3 >^ kind of hardship and privation ; he had often been 
ill and footsore and disheartened, but he had never given 
in. All along his journey he had caught glimpses of the 
black cloud of slavery. The einl was there, though it 
could not alwa 3 's be seen. Sometimes, however, it appeared 
ill the open, and gangs of slaves, hopeless and dejected, 
chained to each other in a march to a slave centre, made 
Livingstone’s blood boil witli rage and his heart sicken 
with despair, ' The dcatli of liis brave ndfe added to his 
desolation, and in 1865 he returned to England, his high 
spirits saddened, but his courage unshaken. A second 
book, entitled An Expedition to the Zambesi, described his 
latest joumejongs and sounded a blast against the slave 
trafific. 

Lord Palmerston again showed him great friendliness 
and the gi'eatest in tlie land did him honour. But though 
Livingstone enjoj-^ed kindness as much as any man, he 
was soon wearj'ing to be off again, and after a brief staj' 
he once more set sail. This time he went resolved to 
investigate tlic sources of the Nile, for which tlie Royal 
Geographical Society and the British Government both 
promised him support. 

The journey before him was long and full of danger. 
His plan was to advance to the south end of Lake 
Tanganjdka and from there to push still farther north to 
Luanda. He set off with quite a retinue, but few out of 
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the company were courageous enough to hold on to the 
end ; none had the wonderful staying power that carried 
Livingstone triumphantly tlwough a thousand mis- 
fortunes. Fever, hunger, drought, attacks from wild 
beasts, and treachery from friends, against all these the 
traveller had to be prepared. Xo leisure, scarcely even 
a moment’s ease, had to be his accepted portion. Every 
bush might hide a wild beast; every swamp a fever; 
every hospitable board a foe. Livingstone had been too 
long in the country for his intentions to be unknown. 
His crusade against the slave trade had made him much 
hated both by the European dealers who received the 
slaves and by the Arabs who supplied them, and now 
at every step he took he felt a hand against him. It was 
thus 1871 before he got to the tomi of Nyangwe on the 
Lualaba river. Here he saw the slave evil at its height, 
when woman and children were shot down in the markets, 
in a sudden, general massacre. Livingstone was helpless 
to prevent the bloodshed. He watched the slaughter with 
sickening heart ; while a bewildered imagination told him 
he must have arrived in hell. 

Having reached Nyangwe in safety, Livingstone’s 
intention was to cross the river. But not a canoe could 
he find. No one would take him over the stream, and, 
baffled and out of health, he was forced to go back to Ujiji, 
feeling himself an outcast. 

He entered the town thoroughly disheartened. For 
years he had been cut off from England ; he had spoken 
no Enghsh, and received no English letters ; he was as 
ignorant of what had been happening in Europe as 
Robinson Crusoe on his desert island. The long isolation 
had made him grave and silent, but his courage was still 
unwithered. Nothing could daunt the man -who had 
faced death a hundred times without flinching. He 
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reached Ujiji footsore and careworn, not looking for a 
friendly face, for he had long given up that hope, when 
suddenly a European stood before him. 

“ Dr Livingstone, I presume ? ” 

Too startled to do more than ansAver “ Yes,” Living- 
stone gazed at this man who seemed to have dropped from 
heaven. It was H. JM. Stanley, correspondent to The New 
York Herald, who had been sent out by the American 
editor to look for the man whom all England tliought dead. 

“ Spare no money ; waste no time ; if alive, discover 
his whereabouts ; if dead, bring his bones.” These had 
been the instructions of the New York editor and for nearly 
two years Stanley had been faitlifully canying them out. 
For a few short v'eeks Stanley remained witli Livingstone 
and together they explored Lake Tanganyika. Living- 
stone was still bent upon discovering the source of the Nile, 
and though again and again disappointed he never lost 
hope. Stanley left him to return home, but Livingstone 
would not go mth him. The Nile still fascinated him 
more tlian England and friends and glorJ^ It was not in 
his nature to leave a task half done. Unwell and wearj', 
he doggedly held on his way, and when walking became 
beyond his strength he was carried by his men in a roughly 
made litter. 

A few days of this sort of painful travelling brought 
bim to tlie end, and on 1st May 1S73 his ser%'antfoimd him 
Imceling by his bedside, dead. Those faithful souls who 
had followed him in his wanderings were filled with sorrow 
at the loss of the Great Master, but tliey did what they 
could to prove tlieir affection, and after embalming the 
body they bore it to Zanzibar, and put it on board ship 
for England. Honourable burial in IVcstminster Abbey 
awaited Livingstone’s ashes, yet it is not there that his 
spirit lingers, but in tlie lonely places of Africa, beautiful. 
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sinister, and fcver-Iadcn, ■vvliere he went on his double 
errand as missionarj’ and explorer, and where the spectacle 
of slavery' A\Tung from him the cry ; “ All I can add in my 
loneliness is, may Heaven’s rich blessing come down on 
every one — American, English or Turk — who will help to 
heal the open sore of the world.” 



CHARLES Darwin 

TFe kvow whai we are, htU know not wkai ■. 


C HILES DARWIN was bom in the plea-n^ f 
of Shrewsburj^ m the year 1809 
weU-to-do doctor, was the ”0-, ^ ^ 

Darwin, the poet and philosopher 9 “ &asams 

imagination had been handed domi°°^ )!■ ® 

Charles Darwin grew up not onlv witK ^ and 

but with a mind ready to dream H ^ ere 

on life was simple ; he believed in ^ cmtioik 

body, ^d the schoolboy jotes th^l?^ 
off on hun never really shook his^S 
which seemed to him full of delicht ^ a -odd 

alive, and was never so happ^ 3 " ‘srer-.- rnh-.a 
countiy with a dog at his heeh f “as k the 

his out-of-door fancy and as a 

liis school. His father, a cW^- ^cjr'vto 

ivas annoyed by his son’s idien--" busv ikn, 

but shooting, dogs, and mt-cs^- ’ for kfemg 

v-ill be a disgrace to yom^gj? ' Le c£s£ ~ g_.2 v-73 
boy could say nothing in ^ Tcs ■ 

the schoolroom, and the la«^’£' 

to know that the deep kncnyjZk x ■'^1 isrcjj he erpeeS^ 
of insect and animal life in 
him into fame. At tii» 
unlikelJ^ Charles 
boy, with the most coDur.^^^ 

From school he was 
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but tbe sight of suffering made him despondent and he 
very soon deeided that he disliked the idea of being a 
doctor. The Church was then offered as a suggestion, and 
after some consideration he agreed to the idea. This 
meant leaving the Seottish university, and so, with his 
books and his goods paeked up, he set off for Cambridge. 
Three years passed very pleasantly here. Darwin did not 
work h^d, but he read enough to get tlrrough his examina- 
tions, and most important of all, he became very friendly 
with Professor Henslow, a keen student of botany, who 
was soon convinced of the j^oung man’s ability. This 
friendship was of the greatest value to Darwin in his work 
and made his life very happy, for he had a grateful, con- 
fiding nature and he warmed to the smallest display of 
kindness. Entirely contented with his new life, he roamed 
the fields and meadows in search of specimens and willingly 
endured any inconvenience for the sake of a new treasure. 
Beetles became his special joy, and he hunted them with . 
the zest of the bom naturalist. “ One day,” he says, 
“ on tearing off some old bark I saw two rare beetles, and 
seized one in each hand ; then I saw a third and new kind, 
which I could not bear to lose, so that I popped the one 
which I held in my right hand into my mouth. Alas ! 
it ejected some intensely acid fluid, which burnt my tongue 
so that I was forced to spit the beetle out, which was lost, 
as was the third one.” 

In. this manner Darwin’s college years slipped by. 
Shooting, insect-hunting, and a little reading fiUed up his 
happy, leisurely days. At home an uneasy parent waited 
for news of some great achievement. Such news did not 
come, but instead came a plea in 18 1 from his son that he 
might be permitted to become a member of the expedition 
which the Government was sending out in a little vessel 
called the Beagle to investigate the coast of South America. 
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The post was to be unpaid, but there would be great 
opportunities for natural history study. 

Darwin himself was udld with enthusiasm to go ; but 
from his father at Shrewsbury came a very decided ‘ no,’ 
unless one sensible person could be found to approve of the 
idea. Dashed, but not despairing, Darivin sought for the 
sensible person and fomid liim in an uncle, his mother’s 
brother, who declared it a splendid chance for any yoimg 
man. Darwin thus got the permission he wanted, and 
in the highest spirits he set off in the little ship to scorn: 
the coast of an unknoTO land. 

AAniat a voyage it was ! The worst miseries of sea- 
sickness and ill health could not spoil Darwin’s -sdvid 
enjojmient. Evei'jd;hing was new and exciting, and even 
the risks they ran only added to his pleasure. At the end 
of tluee years he came back laden with specimens and 
brimful with new Imowledge. 

He was no longer the somewhat idle youth he had been 
at the University, but a man busj’^ about work which he 
loved so much that he was anxious not to lose a minute. 
The old leisurely habits fled before this new energy, and 
henceforth his life was so busy and methodical that he 
hated to waste an hour of it, and solemnly so entered in 
his diary any day that was spent in enjoyment or hoUday- 
making. All sorts of new ideas began to play in his mind, 
and he needed no spur to work. The only thing that kept 
him in check was the feeling of ill health that frequently 
seized huh. From his appearance no one would have 
believed him delicate. Travelling, and his long out-of- 
door life, had made his clieeks fresh and ruddy ; his eye 
was bright ; his manner full of energj' ; his laugh read3^ 
and \mstinted. But those who knew him best were well 
aware that tliough he looked tall and strong he was often 
suffering miserablj' when he seemed most gay. He was 
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kind and affectionate, but he had a mind of his own, and 
he was never afraid of fighting for his opinions. As he 
grew more famous he was often bitterly abused for his 
statements. Abuse of any kind hurt him very much, 
but it never made him bitter in reply. His enemies could 
not move him from his position, nor did he ever fling 
back the stones they cast at him. He strongly believed 
that every one has a right to think for himself, and he 
had no sympathy with people who are content to pick 
up the opinions of others. 

Three years after his return from South America , 
Darwin married and made a home in London. He had 
already written an account of his adventures in the Beagle 
and published it as part of the book written by the leader 
of the expedition. Captain FitzRoy. It was presentlj'^ 
issued as a separate volume, and became not only popular 
but famous. London society became anxious to meet 
the author. Well-known men invited him to their houses ; 
invitations for parties and dinners came by each post. 
Darwin had little relish for popularity ; he smmed him- 
self in Idndness, but he had no desire to waste precious 
hours among people who onlj'^ cared for liim because he 
was great. A happy home and a few, quiet friends — these 
were what he craved, and there was little regret in his 
heart when he left London in 184-2 and went to live at 
the village of Dorni, near Tunbridge. 

In Down he was able to live the methodical life he liked 
best, and Avith his worlc and liis home he was completely 
content. Several books were WTitten in these quiet, 
peaceful years : Observations on Volcanic Islands, in 1844 ; 
Geological Observations on South America, in 184C ; and 
in the same year A Journal of Jiescarches, the matter of 
which had already been included in Captain FitzRoy’.s 
book. Tiicsc productions did a good deal toward making 
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Danvin knowTi as a scientist and a tliinkcr, butliis greatest 
fame still lay before him, and his most important book, 
The Origin of Species, was still unnTitten. 

As far back as 1838 Danvin had begun to ponder over 
wliat we now call Evolution. TJie notion attracted Iiim 
and he began to make experiments to put his idea to the 
test He was a cautious worker and not content with 
merely one or two examples. Wiat he sought was a mass 
of proof too solid to be doubted. Year by year lie leapt 
his great idea in mind, always on the look ont for fresh 
illustrations of his theory, his quick glance searching c^’cry- 
wherc for details that seemed trifling to the untrained eye. 
Nothing escaped him ; nothing made too great a demand 
on his patience ; no experiment was too diflicult for his 
ingenuity or too slow for his courage. In this manner 
he worked for years ndth an end in view. 

He had VTitten down his conclusions and he was about 
to publish them to the world, when in 1858 he got a letkT 
from another great scientist, A. R. Wallace, enclosing for 
publication an essay describing exactly the theory wJiidi 
Darwin had thought his ! His astonislimcnt ^vns as gre.-it 
as his disappointment He had imagined he was the firtt 
to make the discovery, and now he found mioliier inun 
had been working on precisely the same lines | 'J'Jk; dis- 
appointment was the more bitter Ijccatise it was so oi,'- 
expected, but Daman was not the man to be nrig'-neroes 
He made up his mind to publish the essay by Walbtf/j/ ed 
to say nothing about his ovm rcscnrcbcs,. Happily h<; vu- 
prevented in this intention by a friend, and 
Dr Asa Gray, who was acquainted wilJj the v/ork ' 
had been doing, and the two essays thin; aj;p<'/j)v.d 
same time. Darwin had made a deeper aliniy // s; 
question than Wallace, and Wallace v//is t|)e fir.st t/; d'/':- 
that his rival had gone further than Jie Jjad, % , 
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wni met penerosily, nnd tJir two grcnl tncti slmrcd 
topcllicr Uje glory ntul the nhiisc thdr theory hroiight 
uj)OJi them. 

Tn thcfollowingycnr (]Sr.O)I)nrwin piihlishcd his fnmmi.s 
book, The Oripn of Species, nmi thus he gave to all the 
world the ideas upon which lie had worked for so many 
years. The appearance of the book mafic n great .sensa- 
tion. In some towns booksellers coidd hardly j>ack up 
tlie copies fast enough, nnd at the end of tlic first day 
the whole of the first edition (some 12.^0 copies) had been 
sold, linrwin was delighted by the sale. He looked upon 
this book ns the chief work of his life, nnd he rejoiced 
in the thought of renching the public car. not for the 
sake of any glory to himself but because he was anxious 
to find listeners to whom he could c.xprcss his views. 

The Descent of Man, in 1S71, further explained Ids belief 
in the evolution of man from some large common origin. 
But the public, reading carelessly and thinking at random, 
declared he had said man was a glorified ape. Every 
newspaper and journal took up the cry. Punch published 
witty verses about it ; there were cartoons and pictures 
evcrj^vhcrc. This misrepresentation of liis views filled 
Darwin vnth despair, but he faced the storm bravely, fully 
content to wait for the judgment of later years. Though 
for a time abuse fell thick and fast upon him, praise trickled 
in as well, and sometimes from quarters where it was of 
high value. Amid the storm of anger and enthusiasm 
Darwin continued his w’ork wdth a serene eye. He was 
not ashamed of what he had done, and though before his 
death he modified some of his views, in the main his con- 
elusions remained unaltered. He had labomred honestlj*, 
and the theories he set forward were the result of con- 
scientious thinking. He was prepared to stand by them 
as his ovTi, and to defend them against any man. He had 
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not MTitten for fnnicnorf’lon*. Tfclind no need of money ; 
nor could writing hrinii Idni Imppincss, for tlmt n ns nlrcady 
his. Ilis book was tlic oficrinp of the lioncst toiler who 
has unearthed somcUu'njx he believes will be of benefit to 
the world. In offerinp his gift, he asked for nothing more 
than a careful c.xauiination of what was in his hand, and 
in return he gravely considered every criticism pas-sed 
upon him. lie was too inlcrcslctl in Ids work to ignore 
any comments upon it. He gave ear to reasonable 
comment, and did not affect an indifference to praise, 
provideei he felt that the praise was gcnuincl}' given. 

After tile publication of The Origin of Species in 1859 
he wrote to an admiring friend : “ I had a letter from 
Huxley with .such tremendous praise of my book, that 
modesty (ns I am ln.‘ing to cultivate tlmt difficult herb) 
prevents me sending it to you, which I should have liked 
to have done, as he is vety modest about himself. You 
h.ovc cockered me up to that extent that I now feel 1 can 
face a score of savage reviewers.” This letter lie playfidh’ 
signed “ your would-hc-modc.st friend.” 

In common with all really great men, Darwin bore the 
stamp of true humility. His simple outlook m.ide him 
not only well content to spend his life in a quiet comer 
of the world, hut so wedded him to a simple round of 
ivork and play that he lintcd anytldng that broke up the 
regular habits of Ids days or forced 1dm into talcing a 
liolidny. An absorbing passion for science had changed 
the sauntering schoolboy, who had exasperated his father 
with his slack ways, into a man so busy and so practical 
that he handled even books ns tools, tearing off their 
covers to make them lighter, or plucking out the few pages 
of value to him and casting the rest into the waste-paper 


basket. 

After the publication 


of The Desceni of Man Danvin’s 
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books dealt mostly with botany. He made endless 
delicate experiments with plants and particularly studied 
the habits of cartliworms. With so much to do he had 
not time to grow old, nor would he allow himself to give 
way to the ill health that was always at his elbow. 

Death thus came upon him suddenly, when he was still 
busied about his work, and after less than a day’s illness 
he died at his home in Down in the spring of 1882 . By 
the calendar his age ^vas seventy-three, but great hearts 
can laugh at such mechanical measurement, and though 
Darwin had not died young, in the truest sense he had, in 
the hot fit of life, passed at a bound to the other side. 



LORD LISTER 


*' My object in studying medicine {and may God prosper if) is 
not to gain a name, money, or high practice, but to do good to my 
fellow-creatures and assist them in the hour of need." 

Frank Buckland 

T he parish of West Ham is now closely crowded 
with London’s poor, a spot where hopes are 
broken, and good resolutions wither, but at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century it was a pleasant 
village, set with green fields and cottage gardens, and 
here in 1827 Joseph Lister was bom. 

He grew up in a happy home. His parents were well- 
to-do Quakers, and their large and old-fashioned house 
and gardens were well suited for the tluilling games of 
childliood. Peace and good--tvill gave the home its tone, 
and laid the foundations of the beautiful serenity which 
distinguished Lister in his old age. 

Lister’s father, scarcely less clever than his afterward 
famous son, was an eye specialist and a Fellow of the Royal 
Society. He was delighted to find his son showing an 
interest in science, and in time he despatched him to 
University College, London, then just founded, and 
running the gauntlet of criticism from a public inclined 
to look suspiciously upon a new ^miversitJ^ / 

In 1847 Lister took his B.A. degree witli credit, though 
not with brilliance, but as soon as he went to University 
College Hospital his talent began to display itself. 
In the hospital he felt he had found his true place 
and he very soon attracted attention as a student of 
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unusual ability. He was thorough in his work, intensely in 
earnest, and wonderfully patient. Nothing slipshod ever 
passed from his fingers. What he took in hand he carried 
out to the smallest detail, never sldrting gaily past any- 
thing he did not understand, but pegging away at the 
diffieulty until he had thoroughly mastered it. Such a 
pupil was sure of appreeiation from his teachers, and Lister 
soon found himself eommended on all hands. The methods 
in the hospital were the best then known. The neumess 
of the University made it necessarj'- for her to be prepared 
to meet eritieism, and especially in the medical school 
there was an air of briskness and zeal. Very thorough by 
disposition, Lister responded to the standard set by the 
professors, and threw himself so heartily into all he did 
that by 1852 he had not onl}^ won several gold medals 
but he could proudly call himself M.D.(Lond.) and Fellow 
of the Royal College of Surgeons. 

With these Avings to assist him. Lister set out for a 
flight. So far he had devoted himself mostly to a study 
of anatomy, but at the back of his mind he was already 
beginning to grapple vdth the great problem of ‘ hospital 
gangrene.’ This deadly form of poisoning was the despair 
of all thoughtful doctors of the day. It flourished par- 
ticularly in hospitals where accident cases were treated. 
Outwardly the wards might appear a haven of quiet 
and cleanliness, but xmseen lurked the hideous danger of 
mortification. 

This terrible disease, Avhich was marked by a sickening 
smell, nearly always attacked a patient suffering from an 
accident in which the bone had been broken and the skin 
tom. The broken limb might set quite well, but the 
wounds to the skin, often slight at the beginning, by-and- 
by too often showed signs of decay, upon wliich the 
terrible gangrene set in. All day long the air in the wards 
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From a mezzotint by Robert F. Clouston 
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but the centre of bis life was the beautiful Orntorj' nt 
Birminjrhnni. in 'whose scr\-icc he Ins'ishly spent himself. 

Now that he had deliberately .stepped out of the area 
of confliet into an oUicc which no one could say he was not 
entitled to hold, the public interest in his career to a large 
extent died down. Hut the (lames he had stirred up were 
too fierce to be quietly smothered, and for years minor 
storms raged round his head. To these he made im 
attempt to reply, till Charles ICingslej' rrrotc an article in 
MaaniHan'i; Magazine in which he declared that Newman 
did not consider truth a ncccssar>’ virtue. This stung 
Newman to the quick, and to defend himself in ISC'l he 
■UTotc his well-known book. Apologia pro Villi Sua. 
“ Wiat then.” he says in the preface, “ shall be the 
special imputation, against whicli I shall tlirow myself 
in these pages, out of the thous.and and one which my 
Accuser clircct.s upon me ? I mean to confine myself to 
one, for there is onU’ one about which I much care — ^thc 
cliargc of untnithfulncss.” 

The Apologia stirred up new interest in the historj' of 
the Trachirlan ^Movement and was read greedily by 
thou.sonds of people, who lind for the time being forgotten 
Newman, but were now curious to see what kind of a 
defence be would make. Those who read the book in a 
sidrit of fairness closed it feeling it had been a candid 
revelation of a sotd honestly seeking to be satisfied ; and 
even those whose private dislike of Newman gave a bias 
to their views were forced into confessing that it struck 
the note of lionesty. His characlcr, with its tendency 
to self-inspection, its distrust of outside influences, its 
suspicion of any change, and its desire for a definite touch- 
stone to decide beriveen right and uTong, might be irri- 
tating to encounter, and perplexing and difficult to foHon', 
but it was clean fiom the taint of hypocrisy. 
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M-as tainted with tiie poison given olf from the wounds of 
the patients, and any new-eomer ran verj' grave risk of 
catcliing tlie same dreadful sickness. 

The cause for this mortification of the flesh was quite 
unknou-n even to the cleverest surgeons, and hence the 
vcrj' word ‘ operation ’ grew to be a death-knell in the 
ears of unliappy sufferers. Chloroform was still not in 
use, and not only was there the terrible pain of amputation 
to be faced, but there was a second and more haunting 
fear that verj' likely amputation would be followed by 
poisoning, and poisoning by dcatli. 

To solve the secret of tliis fearful disease now became 
Lister’s most cherished secret hope, and though he spoke 
to no one on the subject it was never very far from his 
mind. That there was a solution he was certain, but at 
present he was quite in the dark about it. With this 
thought brooding in his mind he left London and went 
to Edinburgh to study at the Universitj' under James 
S^mc, the most remarkable surgeon of his day. 

This step proved a great crisis in Lister’s life. Syme 
was at once attracted by the young doctor who had 
come north laden with recommendations. He liked his 
serious manner and his workmanlike ways, and he gave 
him a warm welcome. Before long the rivo were sincere 
friends. Lister was full of admiration for Syme’s splendid 
skill in the hospital ; and the master was just as enthusi- 
astic about the promise of his pupil. A very happy 
marriage between Lister' and Syme’s daughter, Agnes, 
shortly afterward drew the bond closer, and Lister entered 
upon an almost ideal life. 

In the hospital he was now regarded not only as a 
doctor who was careful and precise in his methods, but as 
a man of ideas, who was willing to give himself whole- 
heartedly to the patient investigation of anything that 
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might be helpful to suffering mankind. His grave and 
gentle manner hid a tender and sensitive heart. But he 
■was as resolute as he was kind, and when he was perform- 
ing an operation, though anxiety would bathe his faee 
■with perspiration, he carried out his task with the 
utmost thoroughness. His jiatients understood him best. 
Though he never talked very much, they felt his sympathy, 
and they learned to watch eagerly for liis coming. Out- 
side the hospital Lister was sometimes called cold and 
aloof, but gravity was natural to the man, and with years 
it grew into a profound serenity, wliich, even in the eyes 
of strangers, hovered like a halo round him. 

In 1859 he left Edinburgh to become Professor of 
Clinical Surgery at the University of Glasgow. Here he 
found the same terrible disease that had baffled him in 
Edinburgh. The wards held the same loathsome odour ; 
hospital gangrene was still supreme. 

Under Lister the utmost cleanliness was observed. In 
his ward, floors were continually scrubbed ; nurses and 
doctors were scrupulously clean. But these precautions 
did not hinder the spread of gangrene, and every day men 
died from a disease beyond the power of any physician. 
Worst reflection of all was the thought that this disease 
only settled upon the patient after he had been brought 
into the hospital, so that instead of saving him, the hospital 
often helped to bring about his death. This was a danger 
that every patient had to run. The injured limb which 
brought him to the hospital might be healed, but to get 
this benefit he had to take the chance of becoming infected 
with poisoning from the other patients in the ward. 

Lister’s failure to check the advance of gangrene did 
not damp liis energy in seeking its cause. All his spare 
time was spent in .tracking down the enemy, but he was 
still very far from finding its lair, when Pasteur in 1864 
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made the astounding announcement that ever}’- kind of 
putrefaction -vvas due to the presence of mierobes in the 
nir. TJic truth of this statement is now a commonplace, 
but when it was first put fonvard it was hailed with shouts 
of scorn. The air full of microbes ? said the crowd. 
A^ hat nonsense ! And if Pasteur had had the misfortune 
to be bom a few centuries earlici' he would no doubt have 
been thrust into a madhouse. Put to one man the news 
came as a revelation. Lister quicld}r recognized that if 
there were microbes in the air, the putrefaction that had 
baffled him in the hospital might be the result of tlie air 
upon a woimd. If this was so, and if the action of the 
microbes could be prevented, then the problem would be 
solved. “ The most wide-spreading result of my re- 
searches,” said Pasteur, “ is simple enough ; putrefaction 
is determined by living ferment.” 

With this clue in his hand Lister set to work again. 
The ancients, he knew, had presciv-ed dead bodies firom 
decay by balms and spices ; by what means would it be 
possible to preserve li-ving bodies tlueatened witli putre- 
faction ? He began to experiment vith carbolic, and 
though his first case was a failure, the second was a success. 
Before this date carbolic had been used by to-^m autliorities 
to destroy the smell from sewers, but they had used it 
Avithout xmderstanding its action. Lister’s mind leapt 
to the true conclusion : carbolic was the foe to the geims 
Avhich caused the decay. This simple solution of the 
problem xvliicb had seemed more difficult than tlie Gordian 
knot flashed upon Lister with tlie sadft surety of trutli. 
He felt he had come within sight of a saving remedy ; 
the difficulty was now to get cases to prove his state- 
ment, and to comunce the doctors of the tmth of his 
discover}’. The task was not easy. 

In spite of the publication of terrible figures which 
M 
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proved that "whereas out of 2089 amputations in a 
hospital 885 persons died, "while out of 2089 amputations 
not carried out in a hospital only 226 died, doctors in 
general were very loath to admit that an injmed man 
carried into a hospital might get a deadly disease which 
he would probably escape in an ordinary house. Such an 
admission struck a deadly blow at hospitals, and was 
naturally very much resented by those who supported 
them. But Lister was out for truth. He could not stop 
to spare the feelings of any in authority, and he persisted 
in proclaiming the terrible ravages of wormd-poisoning 
in hospitals. 

Sir James Simpson now came forward "with a plan for 
hut hospitals, by which a hospital would consist of a 
number of small huts, each only large enough for one or 
t"wo persons, who would thus be safe against infection. 
But the scheme was costly and impracticable, and while 
it was still being discussed Lister’s announcement of 
carbolic as a dressing for woimds began to attract attention. 
If Lister was right, then there would be no need for the 
hut system. The hospitals could remain as they were, 
and a man suffering from an amputated limb would no 
longer be a danger to his suffering neighbour. 

Slatters of such importance were not to be settled 
hmriedly. 

The question was : Was Lister right ? The great 
majority of medical men answered “ No,” "without even 
gi"VTng his methods a trial. One or two "with a "wider view 
said nothing, and began to experiment upon the new lines. 
Meanwhile Lister took charge of one ward in the Glasgow 
hospital, where his method produced such wonders that 
the results seemed almost miraculous. The sceptical still 
hung back, scoffing at the man Avho piimed his faith to 
carbolic ; but round Lister there grew an ever-widening 
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band of pupils, enthusiastic about their master and pre- 
pared to uphold him against the world. 

This enthusiasm was a great support to Lister in his 
daily struggle against the hostile attaeks which met him 
from many quarters. To all such criticism he stood four- 
square. In disposition he had never been resentful, and 
now his confidence was absolutely unshakable. Criti- 
cisms and abuse poured off him and left him as sei’ene, as 
gentle, as determined as ever. The vindictive did their 
best, but they could not ruffle the calm of which arhymster 
humorously vTote : 

“And many an hour, and day, and week he spent. 

Racking his very brains till he grew pale, 

Until at last he found, it made him placid. 

The true solution in Carbolic Acid.’^ 

From Glasgow, Lister went back to Edinburgh in 1869 
as Professor of Clinical Surgery. He was met here by an 
air of coldness. The students were indifferent ; and they 
ej’-ed his methods with doubt. But his persistence carried 
the da}’’, and gradually he won to his side a band of nurses 
and pupils as devoted as those he had left in Glasgow. 
From abroad, too, appreciations of his experiments began 
to pour in. Foreign surgeons declared their belief in the 
use of carbolic, and the Listerian or Antiseptic treatment 
of wounds began to be generally Imomi and commended. 
Lister rejoiced in this recognition — ^not for his o'lvn sake, 
for his modesty was as great as his serenity, but because 
of what his methods might mean to the sufferers in the 
world. In this vision he hmnbly exalted. The thought 
of suffering was never far from his mind. He was not a 
morose man, but he had little or no sense of humour. The 
grave side of life had early caught his eye, and he had no 
time for fiivolities. With cliildren, tliough he had none 
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of his own, he was at, his gayest, and as happy as any of 
them over a game. But he saw life as a battle, not as a 
frolic. Sicloiess was too stem an enemy to be neglected. 
Not for an instant could the armour be doffed. 

In his work and in his love for his wife he foimd his 
whole world, and with these he was more than content. 
Though he accepted honours they did not change his sim- 
plicity. Queen Victoria made him a baronet in 1885 ; in 
1895 he became President of the Royal Society ; and in 
1897 he was made a peer. But these honours were only 
incidents in a life which found its centre and its joy in 
work carried out to a fine end. 

Until almost the end of his career Lister continued to 
be attacked by men who were unwilling to acknowledge 
the truth -of his methods. But when from every quarter 
of Emope praise of his treatment began to fliow in, the 
most grudging had slowlj’^ to give way. “ Carbolic is a 
wonder,” wrote the great Doctor Von Nussbaum in the 
Franco-Prussian War. “This discovery of Lister’s has 
worked wonders.” Against praises such as these were the 
jeers of lesser men, who talked scornfully of the ‘ carbolic 
mania.’ Even among the British Association were men 
who declared the whole theory “ not only absurd but a 
positive injury ” ; and some doctors made it a boast that 
they would have nothing to do with the new-fangled 
treatment. 

Tluough this medley of praise and blame Lister went 
placidlj' on his way, so certain of the tmth of his discovery 
that he was moved by neither friend nor foe. He went 
through life in the manner of a pilgrim "with his face to a 
goal, and, like Christian, he had the happiness of finding 
what he sought. 

His life ended in 1912, when he was an old man of 
^-’’Shty-five. Laments from many nations followed him to 
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li!'* {'rave, but ionp before thi.*; hi; li.nd ^viph bh heart’s 
d*'’'irtr. For tfioui^’ii prnkc {•; mvccI it tclb- id l5;t 

(.-crl.'iiiily of triuuipb. the 'Dpremf-*! '.•IndtirA'i iir'i in tiic 
beat of the battle, and the j^rralot nuitnriit in I.i' terV 
I'arrt-r n»ti‘>t have l>een on tl:c day abets be ['-rst apjibVtl hi-; 
Iresilnu !it sand fotind st Micrwb 



Phase V — Religion and Philan- 
thropy 

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN, 
CARDINAL 

" J dimly guess what Time in 7nists confounds .’-’ — Francis 
Thompson 

T he nineteenth century was but a year old when 
John Henry Newman was horn in London. His 
father, a banker, was able to give his son a good 
education, and in 1808 the boy was sent to a well-established 
school at Eahng. A shy, dreamy, sensitive child, New- 
man’s first plimge into life was not ivithout its moment of 
pain, but he had plenty of courage and a store of gentle 
friendliness, so that he was soon happy at school and 
spent eight and a half pleasant years there. Reading 
was his chief delight, and he passed steadily from form to 
form, to the satisfaction of his masters and his parents. 
Already there was a little air of aloofness about him. He 
did not fall easily into the ways of boys and men. Games 
did not please him, nor the jollity that goes with youth. 

In tliis spirit he went to Oxford at the close of the year 
1810. He was not quite sixteen years of age, but his 
seriousness gave him a place with older men. Life at 
Oxford, with its leisure and its wide opportunities for 
study, allured and delighted him. But he slirank from 
the exaggerated convivialitj^ wliich hob-nobbed nuth leani- 
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ing and industr}'^, and he therefore withdrew more and 
more into his owm routine. Tlie spiritual refleetions which 
had awakened in his mind in liis schooldays, grew deeper 
in these years at college, and a sermon wliich he heard at 
St Mary’s Church upon the world-old theme of predestina- 
tion, definitely fixed his attention upon the problems of the 
Church. 

His anxiety to do well at the University made him work 
beyond his strength. Those wdio knew him well were im- 
pressed b}' his powers and were certain he W'ould succeed. 
But his owm spirit was diffident and anxious, and at the 
examinations his overstrained nerves played him false, 
so that he took only a moderate place instead of being 
covered with the glory his friends fondly expected. This 
mishap did not shake the faith of those who Avere best 
acquainted with his abilities, and in spite of tlie compara- 
tively poor figure he had made in the lists he Avas elected 
FelloAV of Oriel in 1822. Hardly able to believe his good 
fortime, NcAATnan rushed off to the post office to send the 
tidings home ; for once staidness AA'as scattered to the 
Avinds, and he raced doAATi the street in gladness. 

With this important event, NeAvman’s cai’eer appeared 
to be settled, and he declared he could Avish for nothing 
better than to Ih’^e and die a Fellow of Oriel. Oxford gave 
him all that he most desired. In the quiet quadrangles, 
and the narrow, Avinding streets, he found ever at his elboAA' 
ghostly presences of the past, draAAung him into closer and 
closer commimion AA'ith the spirit of other days. From 
beyond the college walls came rumours of a fighting, 
rebellious generation, trailing an ancient faith in the dust, 
and believing in nothing that it could not prove. Such 
rumours distressed and alarmed NcAvman’s mind, Avith its 
earnest striving after an unbroken faith, and he listened 
AAUth anxiety and distaste to the tale of increasing unbelief. 
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Among liis friends in the Oriel eommon-room were 
several men of piety anxious to find truth, and to 
these he began to lay bare his dismay at the growth of 
liberalism in religion. Pusey and Keble were among 
these confidants, also Dr Whateley, his superior in ofiBce, 
and for ten years his warm friend. 

Wliile NeAvman was thus gradually making his way 
along a path that would end in a battlefield, his reputation, 
as a scholar was steadily advancing in his college. In 1826 
he was made Public Tutor in Oriel College ; and in 1828 
.he became Vicar of St Mary’s, a church famous as the 
place in which Cranmer made liis famous recantation 
before he was hiuried to the stake, and memorable for 
ever in Newman’s mind as the spot where he had heard 
the sermon which finally fixed his attention upon dogma. 

A very happy life now seemed to he before him. The 
atmosphere of Oxford was pleasant to his intellect; he 
had sufficient friends ; in the University he was held in 
honour; and in his church he foxmd an outlet for the 
spiritual devotion that was the most necessary part of his 
life. Everything desirable had come his way, and his 
letters home at this period ripple vdth gentle happiness, 
and betray by their occasional rhapsodies the contentment 
of his heart. Neuman’s style of writing, even in his 
letters, was always simple, clear, and xmaffected, but at 
special moments he rose into higher flights, in which he 
often captured a beautiful image or a mystical thought, as 
in the following extract from a letter written in the spring- 
time of 1827 to his mother, then living at Brighton: 

Does the sea blossom ? Are green leaves budding on its 
waters, and is the scent of spring in its waves ? Do birds 
begin to sing under its shadow and to build their nests on 
its branches ? Ah ! mighty sea ! Thou art a tree whose 
spring never yet came, for thou art an evergreen.” 
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Or again, when poor health in 1832 drove him to take 
a sea voyage, he VTote home from the Mediten-anean : 
“ What has inspired me with all sorts of strange reflec- 
tions these two days is the thought that I am in the Medi- 
terran^. Consider how the coasts of the Mediterranean 
have been the seat and scene of the celebrated empires 
and events which are in history. Think of the variety 
of men, famous in every way, who have had to do with 
it. Here the Romans and Carthaginians fought ; here 
the Phoenicians traded ; here Jonah was in the storm ; 
here St Paul was shipwrecked ; here the great Athanasius 
voyaged to Rome.” 

Slany a man passes repeated^ domi the Mediterranean 
without a thought of what its white-flecked waves have to 
tell of the past, but Nemnan could not traverse it once 
xmmoved. To him the chief interest of the present always 
lay m its connexion with the past or with the futme, and 
while one day his journey might lead him to conjure up 
the figures of men who had passed that way before him, 
on another day it would waken mystical imaginings of tlie 
future. Thus the first glimpse of the Mediten’anean led 
his mind to St Paul and Jonah, but a little later, on board 
an orange boat, the same sea brought him a vision of the 
future, which he enshrined in the beautiful and famous 
lines : Lead, Kindly Light 

From this voyage Newman came back ■with his desire 
to cherish the spiritual life of the Church more firmly 
implanted in his mind than ever. Witli William Palmer, 
Hurrell Froude, and John Keble he made a solemn vow 
to defend the dogma of the Church of England, and a 
campaign against liberal tliinking ■n^as tlius begun. Keble, . 
in 1833, preached a memorable sermon upon National 
Apostasy and tlius flung out tlie signal of battle Newman 
folio-wed it up -with afternoon sermons at St Mary’s and 
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the Tractarian Movement (as it came to be called) was 
■fairly set on foot. Hard upon these signals of warfare 
came a series of Tracts for ^ ike Times, in which Newman 
and his supporters zealously defended the ancient dogma 
of the Church and called for a stricter observancef of her 
doctrines. As the movement gained ground, public 
opinion began to be frightened, and it was declared that 
the Tractarians were secretly trying to bring the Church 
of England tmder the sway of Rome. Such an intention 
was far from Newman’s mind at the moment. He dis- 
trusted Rome, and thought her doctrines in error. MTiat 
he really desired was to restore the Church of England 
to the conditions which existed immediately after the 
Reformation, and thus to insist upon the truth of the 
dogmas, which had latterly been held only lightly, or else 
openly ignored and derided. He held that much of the 
ritual belonging to the English Church had been usurped 
by the Church of Rome, and that this ritual ought to be 
restored. At the same time, the general position of his 
mind remained very little changed from 1830, when, travel- 
ling through a village and finding no church open for 
meditation, he had written home : “ Though we have 
gained more, we have certainly lost something by old 
Luther.” 

Ncvvman did not go through the struggle for what he 
held to be the truth -without much agony of soul. From 
his quiet vicarage at Oxford he sought to peer into the 
heart of the world, where liis earnest gaze found so much 
doubt, rmconcem, and disbelief, that he recoiled in dismay 
to seek refuge in dogma and tradition. Far too honest 
to be satisfied -udth a position which he could not wliole- 
heartedly accept, he continued to probe his mind on the 
subject of his belief, amid bitter attaclcs from his enemies 
and a good deal of criticism from liis friends. 
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^ Though he was fully alive to the growing hostility against 
liiin, he did not falter in liis process of self-examination ; 
hiunan blame could count for very little with one who was 
struggling to find peace with God, and though the shouts 
of disapproval soimded loudly in his ear they were scarcely 
heard by his inner self. A tract from his pen, now famous 
as Traci Nmcty, in which he declared that the Articles of 
the Church of England were not opposed to the teaching 
of Catholicity, made him the centre of fresh storms of dis- 
approval. He was accused of being a Roman Catholic in 
disguise ; of weakening the English Church from within ; 
of playing the traitor to the Protestant faith. Were these 
charges just ? Was his true place really in the Church 
of Rome ? Nemnan could not answer. He was more 
perplexed than his critics ; more honest than the most 
outspoken of his enemies. 

To find the answer and to set his conscience at rest, he 
withdrew in 1842 from Oxford to Littlemore, a church m 
a neighbouring village in his charge, and here he set him- 
self to fast and pray in the search for holiness and peace. 

This characteristic withdrawal from the world was 
received impatiently by men of fixed opinion. Such in- 
decision was beyond their understanding. They had 
neither sympathy nor patience with his yearnings. He 
was a hypocrite, so they said ; and wild tales were told of 
his ‘ cell ’ at Littlemore, and of the parade of his worship. 

Meanwhile, in humbleness of heart Newman was seek- , 
ing the way which alone could bring him peace. “ What 
have I done,” he Avrote, “ that I am to be called to account 
by the world for my private actions in a way in which no 
one else is called ? Why may I not have that liberty 
Avhich all others are allowed ? lam often accused of being 
omderhand and uncandid in respect to the intentions to 
wliich'I have been alluding : but no one likes his oato good 
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resolutions noised about, both from mere common delicacy, 
and from fear lest he should not be able to fulfil them. I 
feel it very cruel, though the parties in fault do not loiow 
Avhat they are doing, that very sacred matters between 
me and my conscience are made a matter of public 
talk.” 

A year after his withdrawal to Littlemore, Newman 
decided to resign the living of St Mary’s. AU liis friends 
were against him in tliis step, but he held to his point. 

I think it is safer,” he said, in a letter to his sister, “ as 
a matter of honesty, not to keep my living. . , . People 
cannot understand a man being in a state of doubt, of 
misgiving, of being imequal to responsibilities, etc. ; but 
they will conclude that he has clear views either one 
way or the other. All I Imow is, that I could not with- 
out hypocrisy profess myself any longer a teacher and a 
cha77ipion for our Church.” 


Two years later (1845) Ne%vman left Littlemore and 
became a member of the Church of Rome. His enemies 
were delighted at his action, which they took as a proof 
of the hypocrisy with which they had long taunted him. 

ut j. c^vman was no hypocrite. He reached conclusions 
very slowly, but he Icnew every inch of the path. Others 
might jump at opinions, and in their hurry skim past 
a dozen pitfalls, but Newman conscientiously travelled 
tlirough hill and dale, observing, examining, and meditat- 
ing upon everjr stick and stone by the way. His con- 
'ictions were all hardly come by; he knew what he 


Roman Catholic Church he 

n 184,. and another at London in 1850. From 1854 to 
iboS he was also rector of the Dublin Catholic University, 
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but the centre of Jiis life wns the beautiful Orntorj- nt 
Birminjrhnni. in whose service he ln%'ishly spent himself. 

Now that he had deliberateU' stepped out of the area 
of conflict into an oUicc which no one could say he was not 
entitled to hold, the public interest in his career to a large 
extent died down. But the flames he had stirred up were 
too fierce to be quietly smothered, and for years minor 
storms raged round his head. To these he made im 
attempt to reply, till Charles Kingsley wotc an article in 
dfaeimVfoa’.s Magazine in which he declared that Newman 
did not consider truth a ncccssar}’ virtue. This stung 
Newman to the quick, and to defend himself in ISC'l he 
WTotc his well-known book. Apologia pro Vila Sua. 
“ Wiat then,” he says in the preface, “ shall be the 
special imputation, against whicli I .shall tlirow myself 
in these pages, out of the thous.and and one which my 
Accuser dircct.s upon me ? I mean to confine myself to 
one, for there is onU’ one about whicli I much care — ^thc 
charge of untnithfulncss.” 

The Apologia stirred up new interest in the historj' of 
the Tractarian idovcincnt and was read greedily by 
thou.sands of people, who had for the time being forgotten 
Newman, but were now curious to see what kind of a 
defence he woidd make. Those who read the book in a 
siurit of fairness closed it feeling it had been a candid 
revelation of a soul honestly seeking to be satisfied ; and 
even those whose private dislike of Newman gave a bias 
to their views were forced into confessing that it struck 
the note of lionesty. His character, with its tendency 
to self-inspection, its distrust of outside influences, its 
suspicion of any change, and its desire for a definite touch- 
stone to decide betivccn right and nTong, might be im 
tating to encounter, and perplexing and diflicult to follow'' 
but it was clean from the taint of hypocrisy. 
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In time Newman’s life again fell into the placid routine 
that pleased him most. Enemies ceased to trouble him. 
In 1877 his old University of Oxford made him an honorary 
Eehow of Trinity, and in 1879 the Church of Rome created 
him a cardinal. Age was beginning to lessen his activities, 
but it did not make his zeal any fainter. The restlessness 
which had disturbed his middle career had been quenched 
by the absoluteness of his belief in Rome. To a mind 
such as his Rome offered a citadel. Once across its 
threshold he felt for ever safe. To cross it was no easy 
matter, but once the step was taken, the final surrender 
was much easier for him than it could ever be for a mind 
more open to new ideas, and less desirous of a fixed 
conclusion. 

In the swift passage of time, opinions must needs be 
shaped and re-shaped many times. Newman had not the 
intrepidity which delights in a new mould. His mind 
held tenaciously to the past, or looked into the future 
beyond tliis life, but it seldom isolated the present, or 
dwelt upon the needs of the passiag moment. Even his 
flights into mysticism were tempered by a remembrance 
of what he had already experienced. He could not “ dance 
in and out of Heaven.” He craved a securer footing. 

He lived on into very old age and did not die till 1890, 
when he was almost ninety years of age. During the latter 
part of his life he was more than half forgotten by a new 
generation, bom after the excitement aroused by the Tracts 
for the Times. Yet the Movement still has its influence, 
and though its aims were afterward in part renounced 
by Newman, it must always be regarded as important 
in a study of the spiritual history of the English nation. 



CHARLES HADDOR SPURGEOJST 


" Think of spiritual results : 

Sitrc as the earth switns through the heavens^ does every one of its 
objects pass into spiritual results.^’ 


Walt Whitman 


O NE of the most striking and lasting developments 
of the Victorian age has been the firm establish- 
ment of the middle classes. The passing of the 
Reform Bill in 1832 was only one sign of the existence of 
this new body, which for years had been silently grooving 
strong and powerful. Many causes had helped to bring 
about this change. The decay of the Wliig aristocracy, 
the final disappearance of a belief in the ‘ divine right ’ 
of a monarch, the spread of education, the invention of 
macliinery, the raising of the standard of general comfort, 
the wide advances made by reformers, the doctrine of a 
man’s onm worth, and the new opportimities for labour 
provided by the rapidly increasing trade of the coimtry — 
all these had had a share in fostering the grovdih of a large 
class of industrious, intelligent citizens. These citizens, 
tolerably educated, well fed, well clothed, active in body 
and alert in mind, were ready to play their part in the 
country ; thej’^ were determined to think for themselves in 
politics, in business, and in religion. 

By tradition they were largely Nonconformists, the off- 
spring of the men and women who had suffered hardsliips 
Under the ecclesiastical policy of the Restoration, or 
been quickened into spiritualitj^ by Wesley or Vliitefield. 
Every year made their munbers larger, till they had grown 
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into a solid body of men whose opinions, began to make 
an impression not only on the nation’s commerce, art, 
learning, dress, and maimers, but bn her religion. 

The keynote of these men and women was earnestness, 
and what they first of all demanded from any leader, 
whether in the Church or in the State, was that he should 
speak what he really believed. Intensely in earnest 
themselves, and profoundly conscious of the reality of sin, 
they turned naturally, toward an austere form of worsliip, 
dignified by the unmistakable presence of truth. Such 
was the general feeling of the times when Charles Haddon 
Spm’geon was born. 

Seventeen children make up a large family, and as the 
eldest of seventeen, Spurgeon’s early days were spent in 
a noisy and lively household. He was bom in 1884 at 
Kelvedon in Essex. His father, a tradesman in a small 
way, was descended from a family of Protestant refugees 
from Holland, and from these ancestors had been handed 
down the simple piety which marked the home to which 
the boy belonged. 

He was no quiet, studious youth. Headstrong, and full 
of strong passions, he was often the perplexity and despair 
of his parents. Nothing made him afraid, and he was 
as daring in his speech as he was bold in his actions. 
But he was as affectionate as he was impetuous, and his 
tempests of loving made his faults readily forgiven. His 
imagination was vi^dd, and he was easily impressed by any- 
thing he heard or saw. His quick survey left out nothing 
in its sweep around him, and his ear lost little of what 
it heard. He could pluck the heart out of a page at a 
glance, and he seldom forgot what he wanted to remember. 

As a child he was taken to hear many preachers, and 
preaching gradually became fixed in his mind as the 
noblest profession for a man. Brimful of love for God, he 
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demanded warm clothing for those who were facing winter 
in the Crimea ; she set up reading-rooms and coffee-stalls, 
and encouraged the soldiers to live a decent life. Her 
good humour, kindliness, and common sense won the 
hearts of those whom she had never nursed, and -those 
who knew her in the hospital spoke of her with an 
affection that was not very far from reverence. All 
sorts of pathetic little requests were made to her, and 
a great part of her time was taken up in replying to 
letters from home begging for news of the wounded. 

In the heat of this vast reform Miss Nightingale’s supreme 
characteristic of composure was steadily deepened. As 
her scheme advanced, critics loosed their arrows .at her ; . 
Protestants objected to the number of Roman Catholic 
nurses in her care ; the idle and the unthinking wrote her 
down as a busybody. Far too wholesome in her outlook, 
and too busy with her work, to spend more than a flitting, 
good-humomed glance on these carpings. Miss Nightingale 
went on her way, fighting for cleanliness, method, routine, 
and efficiency. How far away were the days when she 
had looked at the clock and thought its fingers would 
never reach ten ! The minutes now flew by so quickly that 
she had scarcely time to eat or sleep. A spirit so ardent 
coffid stop at nothing short of the end of the task, and day 
about the work she had taken in hand. 
Back in England, after the close of the war, Florence 
ig tmgale was still the same tireless worker and organizer. 

A command from the Queen to visit her at Balmoral gaye 
her an opportunity she quickly seized. Her chief desire 
was to get sanction for a Royal Commission to inquire into 
he regulations affecting the sanitary conditions of the 
^ntash army, and ns a result of her visit to Queen Victoria 
the Lommission was appointed in 1856 . 

Tom this date ill health forced her to keep in the 
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resolved.after a meeting at which his soul had been nro- 
foundly stirred that some day, he would himself becLe 
a preacher. ith this aun m view, in 1849 he went as 
^ usher to a school at Newmarket A year kS- it! 
became a Baptist and was pubhcly baptized His e Jlv 
idea of bemg a preacher was still unshaken and * 

year ( 1851 ), when he was only seventeen, he was appointed 
of a litUo Baptist qhurd, at Watobeii™“ 
Cambridge, where tlie whole year’s salary did not ai^iout! 
to more than twenty pounds. Little oVmucht tLTdt^v 
was all. the same to Spurgeon. Monev had ^ 

for hto, aad boyoadVat was ."fCS 

SeM.*'' lUb t^-eiytUagthat 

The young preacher of seventeen, in his tinv viii 
church, soon made a stir by his audacious serSis T 
had a quick wit and a nimble fancy and nnti • 
him bik from maJdng asa of Sy Idt 

head. Aaytlang and%varythiag tratXS%r°‘‘i‘‘ 

his quick brain was put into service and hi ^ 
came marked with a wealth of aaecdSl ’='■ 

meay, bat delighted more. Even ttos^J^o '7“^“ 
seemed ill-timed and unseemly were unabl jokes 

profound earnestness. In liis sincerite 1^ kis 

power. He might offend, annoy, or scandnll^^ 
but not one could hear liim preach wifi ^^^kousands, 
weight of his comdction. feeling the 

After tivo years at the little church at W 
Spurgeon ivas invited to London to preanli '' ^^keach. 
Chapel. He was astonished at the iniitat' Street 
unabashed, and having made up a snnll i 
really needed he set off for London with a I, ® things 

heart "®PPy> expectant 

But the sight of the capital dashed 

N kis audacious 
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spirit. He Imd not jjictiircd nm'lliing so bewildering, find 
astonished b}' the noise and the throngs, and the news he 
heard of wonderful preachers on all hands, he stepped into 
the pulpit almost timidly and in fear. The building was 
large and the congregation absurdly small, but Spurgeon 
gradually recovered possession of himself, and before the 
sermon was over several of Jjis lislcncrs had come to the 
conclusion that this raw youth from the country was a 
"wonderful young man. These carried home reports of his 
originality, his fcr^’our, and his beautiful voice, and to his 
astonishment Spurgeon found he liad made a mark even 
in London itself. 

A year later he settled altogether in the capital, and thus 
he embarked on a career w-hich "was to influence many 
thousands of people. His early congregations soon s^velled 
into large numbers, and he who had preached to less than 
a hundred soon foimd a thousand people sitting before 
him. Some came merely out of curiosity, some to scoff, 
and some to while away an empty hour, but hundreds 
came because they were driven into coming by the strange 
compelling power of tliis most original and daring of 
preachers. As his popularity grew, building after building 
was found too small for Spurgeon’s needs, till at last in the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, -with its seats for 6000 people, 
T harbourage. Not since the days of 

John VA esley had men and women thronged so eagerly 
after a preacher. 

At the Crystal Palace in 1857, 24,000 people came to 
hear hun, and tliis enthusiasm was not a mere passing 
ancy ; week after week he had huge audiences at liis 
feet, so that more almost than any other man of liis 

ay he had opportunities of influencing the generation 
m which he lived. The raw country youthj wdio at 
nineteen had preached his first London sermon to a con- 
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grcgation of less than a hundred people, at t\venty-three 
gazed across a sea of more than twenty thousand faees, 
all upturned to listen to him. The West End was there 
as well as the East End and the suburbs, but the huge 
congregation was above all a sign pf the strength and 
capacity of the middle classes, rapidly but securely 
becoming the veritable backbone of the nation. 


Spurgeon’s popularity naturaUy. made him the centre 
of much criticism. Journalists tore him to pieces in the 
newspapers ; artists mocked him in caricatm-e ; on public 
platforms, in meeting-houses, and in draiving-rooms he 
was warmly and often bitterly discussed. All these* ex- 
cursions touched him very little. He saw life as a 
serious business, requiring the whole of a man’s attention 
and he flung himself so thoroughly into the battle that he 
had little time to listen either to praise or to blame. He 
lived vith a hearty zest, abandoning himself entirely to 
the needs of the moment, v'hether it was preaching to 
large congregation, talking to a friend, amusing a partv 
of children, comfortmg some one in trouble, or followinn 
out his oum pleasure. His form of humour was 
unrefined, but it never failed him, and he was able to 
meet vdth a happy jest those minor accidents 
misfortunes of life which as a rule cause a wry face ^ 
Apart from the high importance of his lifr* oc .. 1 A.' 

Spurgeon founded the Pastor’s College fan inst'ff 
iS.g theological studeata), and fh‘“ 

too™ ns the Stocbvell O^tooage. which ,val gch»ot* 
tlu'O-OTi open to children of any creerl tt- fc^-uerousiy 

printed weekly and had an extraordinnrf 
thousands who had never heard Spurireon ^ 
read his sermons and came m,dSSr““'^ 
edited a paper called The SeeZ 
several commentaries and books, the <v' 
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these being The Treasury of David and J ohn Plouglmah’s 
TalJcs. 

These busy coneems completely filled Spurgeon’s life 
till an illness forced liim to rest, and after a series of half- 
returns to health he at last died in 1892 at Mentone. His 
practical eloquence had made him renowned tliroughout 
the world and all ranks of society were stirred at his death. 
In the old sense he had been no great divine ; he had little 
seholarship ; he was no mystic. But he was so sineerely 
in earnest ; so devoted to the work in his hand ; so heedless 
of self-advancement ; so untiring in generosity ; so force- 
ful in arresting the attention of even those who mpst 
disliked him, and so far-reaehing in his influenee on the 
lives of thousands in the nation, that he eannot be dis- 
regarded by the student of the history of the times, nor 
is he unworthy of the epithet ‘ great.’ 



ANTONY ASHLEY COOPER, 
SEVENTH EARL OF SHAFTESBURY 

There is nothing in the world gives as much pleasure as poetry — 
except little children }^ — John Bright 

A t Grosvenor Square, London, in 1801 was bom a 
boy, Antony Ashley Cooper, who was afterward 
to do more than any other man of his day to help 
little ehildren. His home was wealthy, but to the boy it 
was not a happy one ; and though the first boarding-school 
to which he was sent was the haunt of cruelty and bully- 
ing, he scarcely longed for the holidays, since holidays 
meant only a retmn to a house where he was neglected 
and little wanted. An old nurse was his greatest friend, 
and into her ear he iioured his tales of a school about 
which he wrote later : “ The memory of that place 
makes me shudder ; it is repulsive to me even now. 

I think there never was such a wicked school before or 
since. The place v'as bad, vdcked, filthy, and the 
treatment was starvation and cruelty.” 

At twelve years old Shaftesbury became a Harrow boy, 
and for the first time in his life he began to be happy. 
He loved everjdhing beautiful, and he delighted in 
exploring the pleasant coimtry that lay round the school 
on the hill. On one such day, when his mind was in an 
ecstasy of joy, he saw some men carrying a pauper’s coffin 
to its grave. They were drunk, and they sang foolish 
songs as they jolted along with their grim load. Shaftes- 
bury was shaken with horror. How dared they treat the 
dead man so coai'sely ? The answer came into his mind : 
197 
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He was poor : nobody cared. “ Then I will care,” 
thought the schoolboy, and thus the pauper’s coffin 
became a milestone on a new career. 

liYom Harrow, Shaftesbury went to Oxford, after which, 
in 1826 , following the example of many of his friends, he 
became a member of the House of Commons. He was 
a tall, good-looking young man, very sUght, and with a 
grave, cold face. Few would have guessed from a casual 
glance that his cold, almost forbidding manner hid a 
heart that leapt with sjunpathy at every tale of woe and 
distress. Many of the members in the House he knew 
before entering, others were.soon inelined to be friendly, 
for he bore with him an air of sincerity, and men instinc- 
tively felt he was to be trusted. Vague notions of reforms 
were already beginning to flit tlirough his brain, but for 
the present he had no clear plans, except that he was 
ready to do all he coidd to help liis own party. Canning 
was the man he admired most thorouglily, but the Duke 
of Wellington was also his friend. Shaftesbxuy was con- 
scious that his omi talents were neither high nor tmusual, 
but he was determined not to be an idler. “ The State,” 
he said, “ may want me, wretched ass as I am.” 

For two years he did little to attract public attention. 
He was a quiet, hard-working member, but no one knew 
much about him till 1828 , when he began to inquire into 
the management of asylums. What he found there filled 
him with horror and misery. He saw men and women half 
naked, and in chains, lying untended in dirt and discom- 
fort, with only bread and water ■within their reach. He 
resolved that all England should be roused to make the 
lives of these poor creatures less wretched. To his amaze- 
ment he found that his stories of what he had seen caused 
very little public dismay. In commerce and in every kind 
■of industry England was making great strides, but the 
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dra-rring in earnest, and in 1789, when he was but fourteen 
years of age, he became a student at the Royal Academy, 
founded in 1768 by Sir Joshua Reynolds. .A year later 
Turner’s iirst picture appeared on the Academy walls, 
and the first period in Iiis life as an artist was fairly 
begun. 


During this early part of his career Turner devoted 
himself entirely to engravings and water-colour paintings. 
He had a commission to supply engravings for The Capper 
Plate Magazine, and to get subjects for this work he used 
to go for long tramps into the country, carrjTng a bimdle 
of clothes on his shoulder, and walking many miles a daj’’. 
He had splendid health and ver}’’ simple wants, and on 
these long, solitary walks his heart was as happy as his 
mind was busy. Already possessing the wide, compre- 
hensive memory of genius, he could caxry in his mind a 
minute picture of what he saw around him. A slight 
sketch of some detail that had caught his eye would be 
enough to bring the whole scene flashing before him. He 
had no need to return again and again to a spot to fix 
the impressions he had received. With him seeing and 
recehdng were instantaneous, and once the impression 


had become his, it was his for ever. 

In his early days his impressions all came to him 
through sober tones of grey and blue and brown. Perhaps 
this was the result of the years in 3Iaiden Lane, where the 
surroundings had been dim and sordid, and where necessify 
had grimly driven life along a drab 
expansion Turner’s outlook changed. co o^ 

caught his eye; yellows and reds beg^ to ame m 
pictoes ; there 4s warmth where before the tones had 

all been carefully subdued. „ 

This chmge in his mrk b«nn.e more ap^e^ ^ a 
visit he made to Tortshire at the close of the eiehleenth 
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national spirit of mercy still slumbered. Shaftesbury set 
himself to waken it by preaching in season and out that 
wretchedness such as he had seen ought not to be. Gradu- 
ally he drew a small degree of public attention, and thus 
he began a long list of reforms on behalf of tlie sick and 
miserable ; on behalf of women working in mines ; of 
children toiling like little slaves in the coal pits and 
factories. He pleaded for better education ; for shorter 
hours and better regulations ; but most of all he pleaded 
on behalf of the pauper boys and girls, often not more 
than six or seven years of age, who were sent up chimneys, 
or tlirust douTi into coal pits, or driven into factories — 
frightened children, half fed and half clothed, helpless 
to resist, and often mere bimdles of misery. Many died ; 
some sank into a state little better than imbecility ; only 
a few were able to hold their own ; the rest, long before 
their teens, knew the fid! bitterness of life. 

In his fight on behalf of children Shaftesbury found 
a strong supporter in Peel. As early as 1819 Peel had 
passed a BUI which forbade any child tmder nine to work 
in a factory, and limited the horns of work for children 
from nine to sixteen to twelve hours a day. But the law 
was often broken, and Shaftesbury’s inquiries proved that 
many children of less than nine years of age were every 
day working from morning till night with little rest, little 
food, and little reward. It was these children that 
Shaftesburj^ longed to help. He upbraided the House 
of Commons for its sloth and asked indignantly whether 
“ sLxtj’^-nine hours (of work) a week were not too manr 
for the children of the British Empire.” 

Year after year the agitation went on. ShaftesTrur-- 
was determined to make the public hear him, and h* 
kept pouring out terrible accounts of the sufferings rf. 
English boys and girls. Particularly dreadful yim- 
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pictures he drew of children in mines, where they sat in 
the darkness, sometimes ankle-deep in slime, frightened 
by the silence, still more frightened by the noises of rats 
and mice, waiting till the thud of an approaching truck 
made them quickly fling open the trap-door, then close it, 
and so back into silence and terror again. 

Little by httle these passionate pleadings won the 
attention of the country, and though many people reviled 
Shaftesbury and cast all kinds of abuse on his name, he 
steadfastly held to his colours, till by 1844 he had not 
only succeeded in vastly improving the lot of women and 
children in factories, but he had carried through a Bill 
absolutely forbidding ' the employment of women and 
children in mines. 

Shaftesbmy was by tliis time a man of forty-three, 
energetic, full of determination, and prepared to fight 
lustily for his point. Enemies had done their best to 
move him from his path of reform, but he was not to be 
dislodged. Homeless boys and girls next drew his atten- 
tion, and he set out to help the scores of ill-kept, forlorn 
children who at night crawled under the arches to sleep 
because they were homeless and without a friend. Ragged 
schools had already been begun in the hope of bringing 
happiness to some of these forlorn boys and girls, but 
Shaftesbury’s help gave the movement fresh force, and 
g-eatly widened its powers. He became President of the 
Ragged School Union, and occupied the position for 
more than forty years. 

While Shaftesbury was engrossed in improving the 
condition of the poor, the death of his father in 1851 made 
him a peer. Honours of this kind interested him little, 
except for the help they gave to his schemes. He had a 

^PPy hoine, and he dearly loved his wife and children, 

, ut t le chief thought of his daily existence was how to 
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the other liand, ]ie thought very little of gold ; what he 
prized most, his power as a painter, he poiu’ed out 
generously, w'orldng early and late so that he might give 
freely of all tliat was in him. 

With tlie darni of the Victorian era his lost period 
began to approach, and from 1840 till his death the mark 
of decline appears. But though years were robbing him 
of bis skill, tins period is in one sense the greatest ui his 
life, for it w'as in 1843 that Ruskin began to preach the 
supremacy of Turner over all other English painters. 
Thus the golden age of his appreciation da^vned. He had 
not, so far, been ndthout a share of fame, and his pictures 
had been sold at a high price, but Ruskin’s masterly study 
in Modern Painters lifted him beyond his own day and 
established for ever his position as an artist. And thus, 
wliile Turner was wandering about the Continent, half 
conscious that his old powers were beginning to decline, 
a champion in England was weaving for his head a crown 
of glory whicli would only shine the brighter witli years. 

Not content with establishing his supremacy as a 
painter, Ruskin took up the cudgels for Turner’s 
character, and in reply to the bitter tongues of gossips 
he declared warmly: "During the ten years I knew 
him, j'^ears in which he was suffering most from the 
evil-speaking of the world, I never heard liim say one 
depreciating word of any living man or man’s work ; I 
never saw him look an xmkind or blameful look ; I never 
knew bim let pass, without sorrowful remonstrance, or 
endeavour at mitigation, a blameful word spoken by 
another. Of no man but Turner, wdiom I have ever 
known, could I say this.” 

Turner’s last picture was exhibited in 1850. He w'as 
now growing old. Eor sixty years he had seen his pictures 
on the walls of the Royal Academy, Eew artists could 
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she wrote in her journal : “ O weary days, O evenings that 
never seem to end ! For how many long years I have 
watched that drawing-room clock and thought it would 
never reach ten 1 And for 20 or 30 more years to do 
this ! ” 


Her great ambition was to beeome a nurse, but in those 
days well-bred w'omen were taught that work must be left 
entirely to men, and at each mention of the subject Miss 
Nightingale saw her mother’s face set in disapproval, 
and presently a trip abroad would be offered her as a 
pacification. 

On several occasions these journeys were undertaken 
and for a time they succeeded in turning Florence Night- 
ingale’s mind from her great object. But to the dis- 
traction of her mother, the bewilderment of her friends 
and the amusement of casual onlookers, she always came 
back to the same subject : nursing, and nothing less than 
nursing, would satisfy her. 


Not naturally methodical, she trained herself into 
exact and regular habits, and diary-keeping became 
of her chief ways of filling up her leisure hours In th ^ 
pages she gave frill play to her longing for some harS 
occupation. mat is my busmess in this world ” 
wrote in 1846, “ and what have I done this last iTTo 

I have read The Daughter at Home to Fath^ 
chapters of Mackintosh; a volume of SijJnl to Ma3 
Learnt seven tunes by heart; written varinnc 
ridden with Papa ; paid eight visits Dnnp ’ 

And that is all.” -U one company. 

‘ Done company ! ’ Here lay Miss i t r 

stumbling-block. With an active mind hJ-tto 

the workaday world she wns held fast by^KSis ^ 
society, and forced to spend m frm'tless 
that she longed to fill with labour. To 
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seemed odd and unreasonable, full of whims that ought 
not to be encouraged. What more could any girl want 
than so beautiful a home ? they asked among themselves. 

If Florence Nightingale had answered the question, she 
would have said she wanted not more, but less. She 
wanted to be free from the fetters of society ; to be able 
to cast aside trifling aims, and to go out and find in work 
her own salvation. 

On one of the various journeys abroad offered to her as 
a distraction. Miss Nightingale made two friends who 
afterward became very closely knit up with her life. 
These were Mr and jMrs Sidney Herbert, the former of 
whom was Secretary at War during the time of the 
Crimean campaign. It was largely through Mr Herbert 
that Miss Nightingale ever went to the field as a nurse. 

When the friendship between these tlu’ee was first begun 
in 184!7 Florence Nightingale was a restless daughter at 
home, daily consumed by desires for activity. Such 
incessant longing for a vocation began to show itself in 
her face. The nobility of her expression deepened, and 
many who met her were impressed with the conviction 
she was worldng toward some piirpose, so absorbed was 
her air, so serious and determined her glance. Some, 
anxious to help her, suggested she should become a writer, 
but the idea did not captiu:e her fancy. “ Writing,” she 
said vigorously, “ is only a supplement for living.” And 
so ^e first thirty years of her life passed, and she was still 
as far as ever from actively helping in the relief of the 
Ignorance and Poverty with which she had early declared 
her sympathy. 

As she was stUl unmarried at thirty, in a day when girls 
m their teens became wives, Florence Nightingale’s famUy 
reluctantly agreed to let her have some of her own way. 
At Kaiserwerth in Germany there was a charitable society 
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foimdcd in 1823 by a Protestant pastor, TJicodor Fliedner, 
who had begun his work by helping a prisoner set free from 
gaol. From this small beginning had sprung a great 
mission of help, which included an Institution of 
Deaconesses. Some of these women worked in the 
hospital which was part of Pastor FJicdncr’s undcrtaldng. 
Florence Nightingale determined to join these Deaconesses 
for a time, and with this purpose in view she went to 
Kaiserwerth in 1850. Her arrival made a gi-cat stir, not 
only among the Deaconesses, who vere all women of loAvly 
birth, but among English society, to whom the idea of a 
gentlewoman taking up a professioir was new and dis- 
tasteful. But Florence Nightingale put little value upon 
the opinion of society, and having taken the linst step she 
was eager to go to the end. l*H-om this date most of her 
time was spent cither at Ivaisenverth, or in the hospitals 
in Paris, till she was invited to come to London ns the 
Superintendent of the newly built Establisliment for 
Gentlewomen During Illness, whieh stood in a street 
off Cavendish Square. 

No sooner had Florence Nightingale taken up nursing 
in earnest than it was evident that she brought genius to 
her work. Her whole character grew stronger ; the rather 
morbid imaginings of her early days passed from her as a 
cloud passes, and her letters and journals became full of 
liveliness and vigour. In tliis gay spirit she met all 
difficulties, refusing to admit that a thing could not be 
done, and turning a deaf car to the little stream of 
criticism that followed her reforms. She had time and 
sympathy for every one except bores or impostors, and 
these she s^vept from her witli tlie vigour of a person too 
busy to waste a moment, and too wide awake to be 
deceived. Yet she never bustled nor seemed driven, and 
throughout the whole of her busy career she kept roimd 
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her that air of quiet control which became one of her 
strongest characteristics. 

In these years England was slowly drifting toward war. 
For some time English distrust of Russia had been fanned 
by the papers and journals. Palmerston, the Foreign 
Secretar}’’, had no love for Russia, and he believed firmly 
in the good intentions of the Sultan of Turkey. Thus in 
1854, when difficulties began to arise betv’^een Turkey and 
Russia, Pahnerston’s private desire to send help to 
Turkey was supported bj' a bmrst of popular enthusiasm 
for the war. England had been so long at peace that the 
awfulness of a war had been forgotten, and for the moment 
the people saw nothing but the glory and parade of battle. 
The few who hesitated to approve found eyebrows lifted 
against them, so general was the desire for an enterprise 
which ended in outcries and disaster. 

The full force of the terrible side of the war was first 
brought home to the nation after the battle of Alma by 
a dispatch to The Times from the War Correspondent, 
Mr William Howard Russell, who wrote of the "wounded 
m the hospital at Scutari : “ Not only are the men kept, 
in some cases, for a week without the hand of a medical 
man coming near their wounds . . . but now it is foxmd 
that the commonest appliances of a workhouse sick-ward 
are wanting, and that the men must die through the 
medical staff to the British Army having forgotten that 
° necessary for the dressing of wounds.” 

his dispatch, followed by letters mging that nurses 
should be sent out to the battlefield, filled Florence 

ightingale s soul "with the conviction that here was the 
work she had all her life been blindly seeking. She -svrote 
offering her services. Her letter was crossed by one 
trom Sidney Herbert, then Secretary at War, asking her, 
on behalf of the Government, if she would be willing to 
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go abroad to superintend the nursbg of the Avounded. 
After onl}’^ a week’s delay she set off, aeeompanied by a 
band of thirty-eight nurses, sworn to be loyal to her. 

The little company did not sail to the Crimea, but to 
Seutari, where the Turks had given their English allies 
the use of a large barracks as a hospital. Florence 
Nightingale entered this gaunt building with a hopeful 
spirit miat she found there was more than enough to 
put her courage to the test. 

Long rows of beds, covering tliree or four miles in length, 
eaeh held a suffering and groaning man. Sheets were few, 
cooking utensils scarce, the kitchens literally miles away 
from some of the patients, and absolutely without 
appliances for cooking quick]3'^ the light, delicate food 
constantlj’’ needed by people wlio arc ill. Everjdhing was 
slovenlj’’ and dirty ; rats ran about the wards ; vermin 
hid in the bedding ; wounds stank and filled the air Avith 
a loathsome odour. 

At the sight of the tremendous task before her Miss 
Nightingale’s heart leapt up to meet the need. Instead 
of being discouraged, she was exhilarated ; her eye took 
fire ; her back stiffened, and she set herself to play the 
part of a true soldier. No department escaped her keen 
glance ; she looked into the ovens and the food-coppers ; 
into the cupboards where the stores were kept ; into the 
tubs in wliicli the wasliing was done. The washing of 
clothes, she foimd, had been disgracefully neglected, 
largely because the stock of linen was so small. She wrote 
vigorous letters to the English Glovemment demanding 
immediate stores for her needs, and when after weeks of 
tireless struggle she had changed the barracks from a foul 
harboirrage of sick men into a cleanly and orderly hospital, 
she set herself to study the wants of the convalescent and 
the umvounded. In the carrying out of these efforts she 
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demanded warm clothing for those who were facing winter 
in the Crimea ; she set up reading-rooms and coffee-stalls, 
and encouraged the soldiers to live a decent life. Her 
good humour, kindliness, and common sense won the 
hearts of those whom she had never nursed, and -those 
who knew her in the hospital spoke of her with an 
affection that was not very far from reverence. All 
sorts of pathetic little requests were made to her, and 
a great part of her time was taken up in replying to 
letters from home begging for news of the wounded. 

In the heat of this vast reform Miss Nightingale’s supreme 
characteristic of composure was steadily deepened. As 
her scheme advanced, critics loosed their arrows .at her ; . 
Protestants objected to the number of Roman Catholic 
nurses in her care ; the idle and the unthinking wrote her 
down as a busybody. Far too wholesome in her outlook, 
and too busy with her work, to spend more than a flitting, 
good-humomed glance on these carpings. Miss Nightingale 
went on her way, fighting for cleanliness, method, routine, 
and efficiency. How far away were the days when she 
had looked at the clock and thought its fingers would 
never reach ten ! The minutes now flew by so quickly that 
she had scarcely time to eat or sleep. A spirit so ardent 
coffid stop at nothing short of the end of the task, and day 
about the work she had taken in hand. 
Back in England, after the close of the war, Florence 
ig tmgale was still the same tireless worker and organizer. 

A command from the Queen to visit her at Balmoral gaye 
her an opportunity she quickly seized. Her chief desire 
was to get sanction for a Royal Commission to inquire into 
he regulations affecting the sanitary conditions of the 
^ntash army, and ns a result of her visit to Queen Victoria 
the Lommission was appointed in 1856 . 

Tom this date ill health forced her to keep in the 
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background, but she n-ns still verj^ much a general to be 
reckoned ivith, and not a detail of the work of the Com- 
mission passed her n-ithout scrutiny. The death, in 1861, 
of her friend and nd^^■sc^, Lord Herbert, was a great 
blow to her. In him she lost so raluable a helper, de- 
voted a friend, and sincere a believer in her cause, that for 
a time she felt tlie very foundations of her life were 
shaken. She had looked to Herbert to carry through her 
scheme with her, and now death had taken him. As a 
friend she sorrowed truly for him, and as a worker she 
rebelled against the absence of one whom she had gron-n 
accustomed to regard as a person who was always there. 
To her the work of her heart was dearer than any human 
being, and the friends she most valued were those who 
were m'lling to tlwow themselves entirely into the service 
of helping sick humanity. With indecision she had no 
patience. Practical and full of resolution herself, she had 
scant mercy for those who halt between two opinions. 
In her view, things either were, or were not ; and whole- 
heartedness was the one qualiiy she demanded above all 
others. 

This decisiveness of character marked every part of her 
life, and its influence was strongly seen in her religious 
beliefs, about which she once VTote that “ the excellence 
of God is that He is inexorable.” A more deeply con- 
templative mind might search for tenderness and pit}', 
but the firmness of Jliss Nightingale’s outlook made her. 
place justice above tenderness, righteousness above pity, 
and enabled her to rejoice in majestic fixity. 

Through all these years Miss Nightingale lived the life 
of a hermit. Ill health was her excuse, and she saw hardly 
any one. Friends and strangers alike were kept at a 
distance, and even her mother and her sister were only 
permitted an occasional visit. To those who did not 
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understand her this extreme seclusion seemed an affecta- 
tion, but it was in reality her only possible safeguard. 
Miss Nightingale’s heairt was still in her work. In spite 
of physical weakness she panted and struggled for toil, 
and only by entirely shuttmg herself off from society was 
she able to do battle with the letters which daily poured 
in a flood upon her. Though she was largely shut off 
from human company, she was as truly in the midst 
of the world as the most hard-working statesman ; and 
from the quiet fastness of her private room she issued 
dispatches and sent out orders, like a general from his 
tent on the field. 

Her chief interest was now given to India, but she was 
also intent upon reforming nursing all over England. 
The nurses who went into private homes to look after sick 
persons were often ignorant and quite unfit for their work. 
Florence Nightingale set about changing all this. Her aim 
was to make nmses so efficient and thorough in their 
work that nursing would be lifted from its miserable 
condition and be regarded as an honourable profession. 
Before her life closed she had the satisfaction of seeing 
her hopes more than realized. 

When the Royal Commission of 1865 was inquiring 
into the British army in India, Miss Nightingale made it 
her business to know about every detail of their work. 
Life at Scutari had made her love the soldiers, and she 
fought hard for their comfort. Largely through her 
energy workshops were set up, soldiers’ gardens planted, 
and recreation-rooms and coffee-stalls established. For 
it was one of Miss Nightingale’s shrewdest conclusions 
that a soldier who is not on active service must be kept 
healthy and happy by giving him as many pleasures and 
recreations as the circumstances make possible. Even 
the barrack horses came in for her notice, and she pleaded 
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for a small wndow in stables as being of the ‘ utmost 
importance ’ to the iicalth and spirits of the animals 
housed there. Lord Dalhousic, who had been Governor- 
General of India from 184S-1S5G, attacked her methods 
on the ground of their costliness, but against the heavy 
expenses of reform, Miss Nightingale was able to point 
triumphantly to the great sa^nng of life among the troops, 
the better health of the soldiers, and therefore the general 
improvement in their service. 

From thoughts about India and general home-mrrsing 
Florence Nightingale in 1SG4 plunged into the question 
of Workliouse Reform. A wcll-knoTOi philanthropist in 
Liverjiool, Mr William Rathbonc, had become impressed 
by the terrible condition of things in the workliouse wards, 
where the sick were kept in a dirty, neglected condition, 
often unattended for hours together, and tlicn onl}'' 
helped by the rough service of paupers from the neigh- 
bouring wards. I\Ir Rathbone offered to pay for t^vo 
years for a proper staff of ‘Nightingale’ nurses, and a 
huge reform was thus set on foot From her room in 
London, Miss Nightingale directed affairs in the Liverpool 
rvorkliouse, where the change was soon almost miraculous. 

“ My beloved chief,” Jlr Rathbone called Miss Nightingale, 
and in return she respected liim with the warmth and 
sincerity which she felt for all genuine workers. 

For many years Miss Nightingale had been a public ■ 
heroine. Her courage in going to the soldiers at Scutari 
had given her popular renown, and the solid work she 
had done there had made her admired and respected by 
statesmen, and thinkers, and every kind of reformer. 
She was established in the hearts of the people, but she 
had done much more than this. Slie had proved tliat 
a woman could be a great organizer, and she had impressed 
herself upon the whole nation as a worker who cared for 
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nothing so much as her work. “ Florence the First, 
Empress of Scavengers, Queen of all Nurses, Reverend 
Mother of the British Army, and Governess of the 
Governors of India ” — so one of her admirers described 
her. “ Maid of all (dirty) work,” . . . flashed back Miss 
Nightingale — “that’s me.” The latter is the truer 
picture. Titles of all sorts had no power to move her, 
and she despised every Idnd of public show ; but honest 
work of any kind she valued and admired, and in her eyes 
to be ‘ maid of all work ’ for the nation was as great an 
honour as to be a queen. 

Old age did not take Miss Nightingale’s personality from 
her, ^ nor did years of bad health lessen her energy or dim 
the pimgency of her remarks. She was still the vivid, 
dominating, somewhat ruthless spirit she had ever been, 
very eager for work, and only comforted by the thought 
of leaving labour in this world by the belief she would be 
able to pursue it more heartily than ever in the next. 
But even against so dauntless a spirit old age has its 
conquest, and in 1910, at the age of ninety, her life found 
its close. 

The Order of Merit, given to her some tliree years 
earlier by King Edward, was but one of her rewards. Her 
greatest happiness lay in the satisfaction of work well 
done, and in the knowledge that in her passage through 
life she had left behind her footmarks that would resist 
the strongest inroads of Time. 



Phase VI — The Fine Arts 

J. M. W. TUENER 

■- He saw in nature not a picture for' his copying, hut a palette 
set for his brush ; not a habitation prepared 'for his inhabiting, but 
a Coliseum whence he might quarry stottes for his otan palaces." 
— Francis Thompson 

E ven more than a century ago Maiden Lane 
was one of London’s dingy streets. High, flat- 
■\\'indowed houses and a littered pavement gave 
it a depressing, neglected air, and there seemed small 
chance that out of these sordid surroundings should spring 
a child with a soul for beauty. Yet the miracle happened 
in 1775 when at the barber’s shop, an imswept, ill-kept 
establishment, a boy was born and christened by the liigh- 
somrding name of Joseph Mallord William Turner. 

Those wei’e the days of wigs and frizzed hair, and though 
his shop was small, the barber drove a good business 
within its dingy walls. He was a small, ‘ parrot-faced ’ 
man, knowing little beyond his trade but passionately 
fond of the child who was beginning to prattle at his side. 
Some stumbling help from his parent gave the boy a 
knowledge of reading, but his education was haphazard 
and slight, and in spite of being for a short time at scliool, 
first at New Brentwood and then at Margate, in the 
ordinarj’^ sense he was not well educated. But though 
New Brentwood and Margate did little toward making 
him a scholar, they helped him in a more unportant way. 
213 
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Bom and bred in dingy Maiden Lane, the first glimpse 
of the country round New Brentford was a revelation to 
the child. Colour had always dehghted him, and now he 
began to understand it, and thus the first seed of his future 
work was planted. 

New Brentford in time gave place to Margate, then 
a small, uncrowded seaside place with little to break the 
view ; where a long stretch of yellow sand lost itself in a 
wild, dancing sea tossing picturesque craft on its waves, 
beneath an ever-changing sky. Turner’s mind had already 
been quickened by colour, and he now gave his heart to the 
sea. An abrupt, shy, sensitive boy, he realized vaguely that 
the careless, untrammelled ocean held something wide and 
splendid which he could never express in words. Speech 
was always a difficulty to him. Even as a man he lost 
himself in his plirases, so that often his closest listener 
found it difficult to follow his meaning, and as a boy he 
must have suffered greatly from yearnings beyond any 
words he could find. In the sea he discovered the com- 
munion which he seldom found with men, and his boyish 
delight in the ocean grew into a deep-fixed passion and 
guided his genius in his search for expression. 

By the time he was fourteen Turner had decided to 
become a painter. His father was quite willing. He had 
no wish to confine his son to the sordid area of the barber’s 
shop, and he was more content to see him flourishing 
a pencil instead of the frizzing-tongs. But the father 
had an eye to business, and the drawings and paintings 
of the boy were lumg about the little shop, and thus it 
. often happened that a bewigged old gentleman, who came 
to have his wig set in order, went off carrying xmder his 
arm a sketch for which he had paid a shillLag, or perhaps 
even two. 

With his career thus fixed. Turner began to study 
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features but the soul. ■ While he sketched in the rough 
outline of his subject he made it his aim to subordinate 
himself to the man before him. He drew him out with 
questions, and tried to understand his character. “ I 
sink myself altogether in the portraits I paint,” he said. 
But this subordination was not passive ; it was strongly 
active — an imtiring, intellectual investigation, which often 
resulted in bringing out on canvas traits which the sitter 
himself hardly knew he possessed till he saw them in the 
picture. It was this supreme combination of docility 
and investigation that ihade Watts so remarkable as a 
portrait-painter. His great tenderness for men; his 
insight; -his nobility; his entire devotion to truth; his 
self-forgetfidness ; his earnest wish to serve others, all 
mingled with the colours on his brush to create no painted 
mask but the likeness of a soul. 

During the years in which Watts was becoming famous 
as a portrait-painter, he was living with his friends Mr 
and Mrs Henry Thoby Prinseps, at Little Holland House 
in Kensington. W''atts was a loyal friend, and his ex- 
quisite neatness both in his personal habits and his work 
made him a welcome inmate in any house. He disliked 
every kind of affectation and never tried to draw 
attention to himself. A careless splash of paint on liis 
coat, in his e5'^es was not only a blemish to his coat but a 
slur on his care as an artist, so finely did he interpret the 
obligations of liis craft. Though he had plenty of humour 
of a quiet kind, he had also the concentrated earnestness 
of purpose so often foimd in the imaginative Celt. Watts 
was fond of tracing a connexion between his family and 
the W’'elsh, and there are many indications in his work of 
descent from that race, which, bred among mountains, 
is keenl}’^ alive both to the poetry and the tragedy of life. 
To the Celt, pomp and majesty are no emjjty words. To 
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dra-rring in earnest, and in 1789, when he was but fourteen 
years of age, he became a student at the Royal Academy, 
founded in 1768 by Sir Joshua Reynolds. .A year later 
Turner’s iirst picture appeared on the Academy walls, 
and the first period in Iiis life as an artist was fairly 
begun. 


During this early part of his career Turner devoted 
himself entirely to engravings and water-colour paintings. 
He had a commission to supply engravings for The Capper 
Plate Magazine, and to get subjects for this work he used 
to go for long tramps into the country, carrjTng a bimdle 
of clothes on his shoulder, and walking many miles a daj’’. 
He had splendid health and ver}’’ simple wants, and on 
these long, solitary walks his heart was as happy as his 
mind was busy. Already possessing the wide, compre- 
hensive memory of genius, he could caxry in his mind a 
minute picture of what he saw around him. A slight 
sketch of some detail that had caught his eye would be 
enough to bring the whole scene flashing before him. He 
had no need to return again and again to a spot to fix 
the impressions he had received. With him seeing and 
recehdng were instantaneous, and once the impression 


had become his, it was his for ever. 

In his early days his impressions all came to him 
through sober tones of grey and blue and brown. Perhaps 
this was the result of the years in 3Iaiden Lane, where the 
surroundings had been dim and sordid, and where necessify 
had grimly driven life along a drab 
expansion Turner’s outlook changed. co o^ 

caught his eye; yellows and reds beg^ to ame m 
pictoes ; there 4s warmth where before the tones had 

all been carefully subdued. „ 

This chmge in his mrk b«nn.e more ap^e^ ^ a 
visit he made to Tortshire at the close of the eiehleenth 
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century. Here he met Walter Ramsden Fawkes of 
Famley Hall, a miscellaneous writer, a keen abolitionist, 
and for a time a Member of Parliament. The two men 
became sincerely attached to each other, and a bright 
period of friendship followed. At Famley Hall Turner 
was at ease and happy. He went fishing and shooting ; 
he lay about in the garden, and talked and laughed Avith 
his friends. Those who knew him later in life, and thought 
him silent and suspicious, would have found it difficult to 
recognize in him the happy-hearted comrade of Famley 
Hall. 

The death of Mr Fawkes a few years later was a great 
blow to Turner. He had not the happy knack of express- 
ing himself, much less the art of making a friend. He was 
sensitive about his appearance, and he made it worse by 
his slovenly dress. His face was flat and uninteresting, 
his nose long, his eyes small and dull. Nothing about him 
showed any special power, and the casual observer would 
never have taken him for a man who would leave a name 
m the world. Outwardly he was less than ordinary, a 
commonplace man with a commonplace mind. But hi^ 
pictures tell a different story. Here if anywhere is a 
painter who is ajlso a poet ; a man with a passion for beauty ; 
who can paint with his brash what he cannot say with 
his lips ; who may have been ordinary in face and features, 
but who was most certainly extraordinary in soul. If the 
work is greater than the man, let it be remembered that 
it is by his work that a man must be judged. 

During these early years Turner had been working with - 
an industry that never tired. He had been an Assoeiate 
of the Royal Academy since 1788, and in 1802, when he 
was only twenty-seven years of age, he was declared a 
full Royal Academieian. Fame had begun to take him 
by the hand. He was pointed out as a painter of con- 
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sequence, and tliougli women laughed at his imcouth 
appearance, they were ndse enough to respect what he 
could do. For this reason they continued to invite him 
to dinners and entertainments, though he very seldom 
went from home. 

Since ISIS he had lived in a tall, dismal house in Harley 
Street. Here he shut himself up, absorbed in his work 
and quite unconcerned about any duty to society or his 
fellows. The centre of his affection was his father, now 
old and fallezi on evil times, tlirough the disappearance 
of vugs. Turner brought him to Harley Street and gave 
linn a home in his house, where they lived affectionately 
together till 1830, when the barber’s death left Turner 
practically friendless. Among the fashionable world were 
plenty who would have been nailing to be acquainted nath 
the painter leading sucli a taciturn life but who painted 
so subliniel}’-, but Turner was beyond the age when he 
could remodel his habits. He had allowed himself to 
grow silent and suspicious, and now he did not know how 
to be on friendly terms ndtli men. He had lost tlie power 
of associating with others, and it was now for ever out of 
his grasp. Work thus became his absorbing tliought, 
and to this end he gave up all his days. “ Jfy children,” 
he used to call his pictures, and he could not bear to part 
•with one. If the parting had to be made, however, he 
took care tliat the price paid should be fitting. People 
called him mean and miserly, but be was saving -with an 
end in "view. He greatly desired to foimd a societj^^ for 
the help of poor artists, and ■with tliis intention he hoarded 
up liis moneja His o-wn wants had alwaj's been so simple 
that he was not aware of anjdjiing lacking in his dingj^ 
surroimdings. I’lliat would seem hardship to many, 
was comfort to him, and for luxury he never craved. 

Till he was forty-four Tumei' never ^^sited Italy, and , 
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it was 1819 when he went there for the first time. It was 
a memorable visit, and gave rise to the middle, or second 
great period in his life. The glow of colour in Italy 
delighted his eye and gave him fresh ideas. He came 
back eager to work out what he had seen. He mixed new 
colours on his palette, and put in bolder effects. By 
giving a warm glow to his foregroimds, and leaving the 
backgroimd lambent and cool, he endeavoured to heighten 
the sense of contrast, and at the same time to throw 
round his pictures that fairy glow which is so indicative 
of his work. 

To the critic who ventured to object that the sky effects 
were such as he had never seen. Turner’s reply was, curt 
and conclusive. “ Don’t you wish you had ? ” he said 
brusquely, and the critic said no more. The well-known 
picture. The Fighting Temeraire, is a splendid example of 
this period, or, still better, the fine canvas, first exhibited 
in 1829, known as Ulysses Bending Polyphemus. This 
latter picture shows Turner at his full height as an epic 
painter. A great subject drew from him great powers, 
and showed him a giant in thought as well as with the 
brush. He was no painter of a tiny comer. His gaze 
never became wholly riveted on something small and 
exquisite. His glance had width as well as intentness, 
and his mind leapt to great imaginings. All this he 
poured carelessly upon his canvas with the fuUness that 
comes only from delight in giving, and he who has some- 
times been called a miser, here emptied hhnself royally. 
He gave the whole wealth of his imagination ; nothing 
was held back or grudged ; and when all was done, and 
imagination and paint-box could do no more, the picture 
was added to the collection some day to be given to the 
nation. How far from miserty was this conduct! It. 
may be true that Turner hoarded up his money, but, on 
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the other liand, ]ie thought very little of gold ; what he 
prized most, his power as a painter, he poiu’ed out 
generously, worldng early and late so that he might give 
freely of all tliat was in him. 

With tlie da\Mi of the Victorian era his lost period 
began to approach, and from 1840 till his death the mark 
of decline appears. But though years were robbing him 
of his skill, tins period is in one sense the greatest ui his 
life, for it w'as in 1843 that Ruskin began to preach the 
supremacy of Tinner over all other English painters. 
Thus the golden age of his appreciation dawned. He had 
not, so far, been ndthout a share of fame, and his pictures 
had been sold at a high price, but Ruskin’s masterly study 
in Modern Painters lifted him beyond his own day and 
established for ever his position as an artist. And thus, 
wliile Turner was wandering about the Continent, half 
conscious that his old powers were beginning to decline, 
a champion in England was weaving for his head a crown 
of glory whicli would only shine the brighter witli years. 

Not content with establishing his supremacy as a 
painter, Ruskin took up the cudgels for Tinner’s 
character, and in reply to the bitter tongues of gossips 
he declared warmly: "During the ten years I knew 
him, j'^ears in which he was suffering most from the 
evil-speaking of the world, I never heard liim say one 
depreciating word of any living man or man’s work ; I 
never saw him look an xmkind or blameful look ; I never 
knew him let pass, without sorrowful remonstrance, or 
endeavour at mitigation, a blameful word spoken by 
another. Of no man but Turner, wdiom I have ever 
known, could I say this.” 

Turner’s last picture was exhibited in 1850. He wns 
now growing old. Eor sixty years he had seen his pictures 
on the walls of the Royal Academy, Eew artists could 
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look back upon the accomplishment of so much work as 
he could. Early and late he had striven after his art, 
and for its sake he had neglected everything else. To 
some he seemed a successful man, and therefore to be 
envied ; to some a man who had tasted disappointment 
as well as success; to others merely an eccentric who 
knew how to use his brush. What was the real man ? 
Surely the test of a man’s real self must be found in 
his work, which must often be greater than he is 
himself, a reflection of the yearnings of which he so 
often comes miserably short. And how splendid were 
Turner’s imaginings and desires, nothing reveals more 
clearly than the pictures which have given him a front 
place among painters in oils, as well as the noble title of 
supremacy, the greatest water-colour artist ever bom. 



DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI 

" I hang ’mid men my needless head. 

And my fruit is dreams, as theirs is bread .• 

The goodly men and the sun-haeed sleeper 

Time shall reap, but after the reaper 

The world shall glean of me, me the sleeper.” 

Francis Thosipson 

D ante GABRIEL ROSSETTI was bom in 1S28. 
The home to which he belonged was verj’^ unlike 
most of the homes in London. Though placed 
in the English capital, it had a foreign air about it Many 
of the men and women who came there as guests were 
Italian revolutionaries, anxious to discuss patriotic affairs 
with the master of the house, Gabriel Rossetti, who had . 
himself been driven by political opinions into seeking a 
home in England. Passionate discussions were thus often 
carried on in the presence of the four Rossetti cliildren, 
who early grew accustomed to the visits of these eager, 
voluble friends of their father. In one of the four 
children at least the endless debates roused a distinct 
feeling of enmity, and Dante Gabriel Rossetti grew up 
with a hatred for all kinds of politics. His instinct was 
toward colour, beauty, and passion, and he fretted against 
any influence which threatened to disturb the pursuit of 
the things he most liighly cherished. 

A short excursion into tlie life of a day school near his 
home was followed by several years at Eiig’s College 
School. At school he was just an average boy, fairly 
good at his work, lively, affectionate, and impulsive, but 
v-rapped up in his own thoughts, and entirely self-reliant. 
221 
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From childhood he had shown a taste for drawing, and in 
1842, when he was only a schoolboy of fourteen, he was 
taken from school and sent to a drawing academy to be 
trained as an artist. Here he alternately idled and toiled ; 
sometimes he would work through half the night ; some- 
times he would fritter away his time for whole days 
together. Colour had already become a passion with him, 
and he cared very little for the form if he could imprison 
the glow in which liis eye luxuriated. 

At eighteen Rossetti joined the Royal Academy Antique 
School, where he studied for a time, but by the time he was 
twenty he had more or less freed himself from any kind of 
instruction, and was determined to paint as genius taught 
him. About this time a picture by Ford Madox Brown 
captured his admiration, and in his usual impulsive way 
Rossetti wrote to Brown and asked him to teach him. F ord 
Madox Brown was only a young man of twenty-seven at 
the time. He took the letter for a practical joke, and 
went round to Rossetti’s house in a rage. ’i'lTien he found 
he had mistaken the feelings of the writer he made friends 
with him, and for some months Brown not only taught 
Rossetti free of charge but gave him harbourage in his 
house. Rossetti was a tiresome guest. Sometimes he 
would lie in bed till noon ; sometimes he would demand 
meals at midnight. Of the ordinary routine of an ordered 
house he loiew nothing, and cared less. When he was in 
the fit of inspiration he had neither eyes nor ears for any one 
but himself, and he expected everything in the home to be 
arranged in the way he found most comfortable. As a 
rule he got what he wanted. Behind his back there might 
be grumbling and little bursts of annoyance, but these 
mimnurs never came to Rossetti’s ears. His charm of 
manner melted the heart of the most enraged, and those 
who came to scold nearly always went away his slaves. 
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By twenty-three Rossetti was already in a small way 
famous. His pictures had appeared in the Royal Academy 
and other public cxliibitions, and liis well-known painting 
of the Annunciation (EcceAnciUa Domini) had made him 
considerably discussed as a painter of new and original 
methods. In tliis picture, the Virgin, clad in white, is 
seen half croueliing upon her bed, wliile an angel, hol«hpg 
a tall lily, stands before the Virgin and announces the glad 
news of the son she shall bear. The daring white effects 
of the picture, its delicacj’^ of outline, and its somewhat 
affected simplicity, struck a new note in painting and 
brought criticism crashing upon the head of tlie artist. 
But presently Ruskin rushed into the fray, and defended 
Rossetti’s work so warmly, that the critics who had been 
loudest in their blame took another look at the picture of 
the young man who had dared to paint in a novel fashion, 
and jeering thus gradually gave place to enthusiasm. 

But just when the critics laid doum their arms, and 
decided that Rossetti was a painter to he applauded, 
Rossetti threw himself into wariting poetiy and began to 
wonder whether after all he had not more vocation as 
a poet In this mood some of his finest poems were written, 
tiU an impatient letter from his father, reproacliing him 
with neglecting his art at a time when poverty was threaten- 
ing tlie famity, made liim hastUy return to his brush ; 
for with all his careless artistic ways Rossetti had a kind 
heart, and a keen sense of the business value of work, 
and he had no relish for povertj’', either for himself or his 
relations. 

The pictures he had so far exhibited had brought him 
friends as well ns reputation. Ruskin was his staunch sup- 
porter, and among his more intimate friends were Holman 
Himt, Thomas Woolner, Jolm Everett Jllillais, and Ford 
Mado.x Brown. To cany out their ideals in art Himt, 
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Millais, Woolner and Rossetti in 1848 formed themselves 
into a little group which they called the Pre-Raphaehte 
Brotherhood. By this term they asserted that they 
imitated no one, not even the great Raphael himself. 
They believed that the early painters, who lived before 
Raphael, were right when they painted directly from 
nature and acknowledged no other authority. For many 
years there had been very little originality in English 
Art. Even the greatest masters had made Raphael’s 
methods the test of their work. But now the little band 
of Pre-Raphaelites set out to sweep aside every trace of 
conventionality, to paint things as they saw them, and 
to disregard utterly the hamperings of tradition. 

Rossetti was the leader of the courageous group, and his 
own fixed belief in himself made him well fitted to carry 
out the principles the Pre-Raphaelites had sworn to follow. 
By instinct he was a poet, and he saw life as a poet sees it 
— ^in vision. Vision may mean either idealism or realism. 
It may mean so ruthless a tearing away of the draperies 
of life that everything stands out with an almost appalling 
clearness ; it may mean the glamour of a veil over every- 
thing. The latter way was more natural to Rossetti. He 
was not blind to the horrors of life, but he saw them 
through a haze of colour and romance, and even when he 
deliberately painted evil — as in the Borgia picture, where 
two bright children dance in the foreground, and the 
figures of the Borgias and a leering priest suggest a back- 
ground of vice and imwholesome luxury — the hideousness 
of the suggestion is so enwrapped with its gorgeous setting 
that a casual glance might never see it. 

Thus to Rossetti, whatever the subject, vision was 
always something splendid, and even when he lit upon 
evil he saw it in a rainbow tint. In his eyes colour was 
supreme, and he delighted in the sensation of everlasting- 
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ness which the sudden glow of pure colour can excite. 
It was more to him than form ; it was indeed the soul, 
and in all his pictures tlie colours are of such importance 
that not even the smallest splash is without its special 
significance. In poetr}% as in painting, he saw vividly 
and richly. There is nothing hesitating or vague in his 
effects ; everjdihing is heightened, poignant, unforgettable. 

I^^ule Rossetti was in the grip of poetry and wondering 
whether he had not better forswear his brush for lus pen, 
he brought out a small Pre-Raphaelite magazine, known 
as The Genii. Four numbers only appeared, but these four 
were enough to prove that his poetry was scarcely less 
great than his painting. Like his pictures, liis poems are 
full of what is the essence of the Romantic Movement — 

“ an ever-present apprehension of the spiritual world and 
of the soul’s struggle with things eartlily.” 

In 1855 Ruskin, who had shown liimself a true friend 
to Rossetti, gave him such support that he was able to 
paint -without the fear of povertj’- to hinder him. This 
generous help was given for some j’^ears, but after 1868 
Ruskin and Rossetti never met again. Rossetti lived so 
entirely in the present tliat he was inclined to be blind to 
everything else, and even in friendship he passed lightly 
from one intimacy to another, -without a moment’s regret 
for the associations that wei-e left behind. Few who met 
him could resist his spell, and there was no time in his 
life when he was not sxiccoured and encouraged by the 
one or other of the many friends who followed him in his 
path tlirough life. 

In 1860 he married Elizabeth Siddal, a beautiful but 
delicate girl who had often sat as a model for liis pictures. 
Two years later she died, and in an excess of grief Rossetti 
placed in her coffin a manuscript of his poems. Some 
years later, tluough the persuasions of his friends, the 
p 
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poems were recovered, and finally published in 1870. 
By this date his paintings had made him a rich man, 
and his income was not less than two or three thousand 
pounds a year. But though success had taken him by the 
hand, happiness was hiding her face, and a period of deep 
sadness and gloom began to settle upon him. 

This dark cloud never again lifted, and though faithful 
friends kept him in their care, he could not shake off 
the nervous terrors which troubled him. His art was 
still his consuming passion, and his imagination as fertile 
as ever, though the vividness whieh had marked alike his 
personality and liis work was overelouded. But nothing 
could dim liis vision of colour, or dull his ecstasy in the 
blending of glowing tints. The stern rigour of a painter 
such as Hogarth is not to be sought on his canvases, nor 
the lambent beauty of Reynolds, nor the fine width of 
Turner, but poetry, imagination, colour, romanticism, these 
are all there in abundance, so that it may well be said that 
in his art Rossetti “ struck boldly across the path, leaving 
a trail of fire.” 

The same words are true of his career in literature. His 
ballads are finely original. They are full of colour, but 
they are not merely pictures, and while the eye is de- 
lighted with the pictures created by the verses, the heart 
is stirred by the pathos of a tale wrung unflinchingly 
from truth. 

A long and painful illness left Rossetti broken and half 
blind, but he had still enough of his old vigour to struggle 
with his work, and in between fits of hopelessness and 
depression he arranged for an edition of his poems, in 
which he included the poems already published in 1870, 
a number of new ballads, and the splendid series of sonnets 
known as The House of Life. 

A fresh illness at the end of 1881 made work almost 
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impossible, and though he had short intervals of better 
health, he never- really improved, and he died in the sprinc 
of 1882, when he was nearly fifty-four years of age. lU 
health had saddened the end of a life whieh in its openina- 
career had been singularly vivid, but it could not destror^ 
the glory of the pictures witir which Rossetti had enriched 
the world, nor rob his poems of the intensity and colom- 
by which they are set apart in the literature of the da}^. 



G. F. WATTS 

I think nobly of the soul}’ — Shakespeare 

T O an imaginative cliild no book is more ■wonder- 
ful than the stories of Greece. Little George 
Frederick Watts, bom in 1817 in the home of a 
piano-maker in London, had few books to delight liim, but 
among the few was Pope’s Homer. By the time that he 
was seven he knew many of the legends by heart, and in 
his crude, childish way he had made drawings of them. 
AH these early attempts in art have been lost ■with the 
exception of one, which shows Sisyphus engaged on his 
never-ending toil of rolling the stone upliill. 

Though but a child when he drew this sketch. Watts 
knew enough about life to realize that it had its diffi- 
cult side. His father was not rich ; his mother, more or 
less an invalid ; and over the house hung the vague, 
alarming cloud of poverty. 

A child as sensitive as G. F. Watts could not live in 
this atmosphere ■without feeling its influence. Too young 
to ■understand all that the lack of money implied, he was 
quite old enough to feel the presence of anxiety, and at an 
age when most children are content ■with toys he gravely 
set his childish mind to grapple with serious things. 

It may have been this early realization of struggle that 
helped to develop his keen sense of pictorial values. 
Colour delighted him, but he foimd a finer joy in form, and 
the austere, decisive touch of a sculptor can be discerned 
in most of his pictures. 
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As a child at home, Watts was troubled mth ill health. 
He was small for his age, and highly self-conscious. Often 
he would fly into a passion, and upset the whole house 
with his tempests. Terrible headaches would set in, and 
for two days or more he would be imable to move, after 
wliich, very repentant and silent, he would creep about the 
house till he was well again. 

By disposition he hated every kind of restoint. Early 
rising and punctuality were among his bugbears. But 
his mind was strenuous, and as he grew older he forced 
liimsclf so sternly into the habit of using up every minute 
that even in old age he would rise at dawn, anxious not to 
lose a moment of precious time. He was nearly eighty 
when he got up one cold December’ morning at five o’clock 
exclaiming : “ Oh, I am so glad the m'ght is gone. I want . 
to get to my work.” 

In 1835 Watts became a student at the Royal Academy 
Schools, but onl}^ for a short time. He did not need the 
example of others to spur liim to work ; his ovm energy 
and devotion drove him on; and, finding tire teaching 
not what he had expected, he witJidrew and attached 
himself to iVilliam Behnes, the sculptor, spending long 
hours in Iris studio, watching Irim at work. A few Irap,- 
hazard lessons from Belmes were supplemented by long 
visits to the Elgin JIarbles, in which Watts formd Iris 
greatest inspiration. These splendid proofs of the great- 
ness of marr’s mind stirred Watts into a like nobility. 
High thoughts filled his imagination. To be “good” 
hr the purest and best sense became a passion ■with 
Iiim. “"What did you talk of?” some one once asked, 
referring to a corrversation he had had ■with a worldly 
young man. “ We talked of the stars,” Watts answer-ed 
simply. It was Iris habitual theme. MTratever the 
subject, his talk was always “of the stars.” Himself 
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noble in instinct, he looked for nobility in others, and could 
hardly ever be brought to acknowledge any man mean 
or malicious. 

In 1837 Watts exhibited his first picture at the Royal 
Academy. He was twenty, poor and almost unknown, 
and so far his work was immarked by definite originality. 
The British School of Lawrence was at present his model, 
and there was little in the handling of his work to dis- 
tinguish it from that of his contemporaries. Too poor to 
be able to seek inspiration abroad, he was forced to "plod 
on at home till 1842, when he won a prize of £300 which 
had been offered by the Government in a competition for 
the best cartoons for decorating the newly rebuilt Houses 
of Parliament. Watts had chosen for his subject ; 
Caraciacm led in Triumph through the Streets of Rome, 
and he decided to spend some of his prize money in a 
short visit to Italy. But once there he found it im- 
possible to tear himself away; and the intended short 
visit stretched into an absence of nearly four years. Much 
of his time, meanwhile, was spent in studying the works 
of Raphael, or in painting the portraits of people whom 
he met at the house of Lord and Lady Holland. This 
friendship -with the Hollands, w'hich began soon after 
Watt’s arrival in Florence, lasted throughout his life and 
was the greatest possible help and happiness to him. 

A second offer of prizes by the Government for frescoes 
for the Houses of Parliament brought Watts back to 
England, and in 1847 he won a prize of £500 for a jiainting 
knovTi as King Alfred inciting the Saxoiis to resist the 
Landing of the Danes. This new success set liim for the 
time being free from the cares of poverty. He had 
always held high ideas of the relationship between the 
nation and the artist, believing that an artist should be 
literally the servant of his generation, and be employed 
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hy the State to teach great national lessons. To be a 
national liigh priest in art was Watts’ highest ambition, 
and nith tliis aspiration in mind he offered to paint a 
series of frescoes in the great hall at Euston Station merely 
for tlie cost of the materials. But he soon learnt that 
commerce looks doubtfully at art, for his offer was refused. 

Undaunted by tliis rebuff, and determined to find a 
space on whiclr to express his ideas, Watts wrote to the 
Benchers of Lincoln’s Iim, proposing to paint a fresco in 
tlieir hall. His offer was accepted b}' the Benchers, and 
from 1854 to 1859 he occupied himself in painting his 
great fresco on the subject of Justice, in which he 
included the figures of all the famous lawgivers from 
the day of Moses to modem times. The sersdee was to be 
impaid, and Watts had no store of money beliind him, 
but so strongly did he believe in the consecration of the 
artist to the common good that he spent the greater part 
of five years over this public labour, IWien the fresco 
was finished the Benchers presented Iiim with £600, in 
appreciation of the work he had willingly given at a time 
when many young artists would have made it their first , 
thought to secure money and fame. 

Watts’ ^dsit to Italy, and the practice in portrait- 
painting he had had among the Holland circle, had made 
him realize Ins powers in this respect, and in London he 
soon became renowned as an artist wdio not only reproduced 
the features of his sitter, but made his character stand 
out. Among the portraits of this period there are' many " 
of well-known men, including Browning, Matthew' Arnold, 
Gladstone, Tennyson, Bussell Gumej', Joaeliim, William 
Morris, D. G. Rossetti, Carlyle and Cardinal Manning. 

Very early in his career Watts had declared that he 
intended to paint “ ideas, not things,” and in lus por- 
traits he folloAved the same theory, painting not merely 
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features but the soul. ■ While he sketched in the rough 
outline of his subject he made it his aim to subordinate 
himself to the man before him. He drew him out with 
questions, and tried to understand his character. “ I 
sink myself altogether in the portraits I paint,” he said. 
But this subordination was not passive ; it was strongly 
active — an imtiring, intellectual investigation, which often 
resulted in bringing out on canvas traits which the sitter 
himself hardly knew he possessed till he saw them in the 
picture. It was this supreme combination of docility 
and investigation that ihade Watts so remarkable as a 
portrait-painter. His great tenderness for men; his 
insight; -his nobility; his entire devotion to truth; his 
self-forgetfidness ; his earnest wish to serve others, all 
mingled with the colours on his brush to create no painted 
mask but the likeness of a soul. 

During the years in which Watts was becoming famous 
as a portrait-painter, he was living with his friends Mr 
and Mrs Henry Thoby Prinseps, at Little Holland House 
in Kensington. W''atts was a loyal friend, and his ex- 
quisite neatness both in his personal habits and his work 
made him a welcome inmate in any house. He disliked 
every kind of affectation and never tried to draw 
attention to himself. A careless splash of paint on liis 
coat, in his e5'^es was not only a blemish to his coat but a 
slur on his care as an artist, so finely did he interpret the 
obligations of liis craft. Though he had plenty of humour 
of a quiet kind, he had also the concentrated earnestness 
of purpose so often foimd in the imaginative Celt. Watts 
was fond of tracing a connexion between his family and 
the W’'elsh, and there are many indications in his work of 
descent from that race, which, bred among mountains, 
is keenl}’^ alive both to the poetry and the tragedy of life. 
To the Celt, pomp and majesty are no emjjty words. To 
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him the smallest happening is apt to nod with greatness. 
The hills around him speak of Eternity : his mind turns 
naturally to solenm things. 

In Watts this double capacity for seriousness and beauty 
was strongly marked. Both instincts stirred in him^ and 
though he reverenced beauty he was also the teacher’. 
There were, indeed, times when the teacher in him made 
him so anxious to explain his lesson that he was half 
inclined to sacrifice beaut}' for its sake. 

This deep sense of duty marks the difference between 
hun and the Pre-Raphaelites. The Pre-Raphaelites were 
above all else individual. Their aim was to paint in the 
utmost perfection whatever object fell under their eye. 
Every detail, to the ornament on the table, or the i-ing 
on a finger, rvas to be reproduced with exquisite precision, 
exactly as the artist saw it. The relation betu’een tire 
ornament and the world in general was no concern of the 
Pre-Raphaelite. I'i'hat did concern liim was its relation 
to himself. 

This supremely individual outlook was quite foreign 
to Watts’ temperament. He could never separate himself 
from the world, nor look at objects entirely tlrrough liis 
oun eye. He was too much one wtli humanity to have 
the power of detaclunent in any strong degree ; too vdshful 
to serve Ins race to employ a focus wliich other’s could not 
use. Thus while the Pre-Raphaelite tried to realize him- 
self for the sake of pure beauty or tire satisfaction of his 
soul. Watts tried to realize himself for the sake of others. 
Though his pictures are full of idealism they are never- 
neglectfirl of the needs of mankind, and in his finest flights 
he never loses touch with intellect. He soar’s, brrt he takes 
Reason and Remeirrbrance rvith him as his pilots. His 
paintings are tlrus often didactic, but they are also the 
history of his ovir aspirations, and in his great allegorical 
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pictures, such as Love and Death, Love and Life or Love 
Triunvphant, he did not fear nobly to entrust his soul as 
well as his art to the nation. “Do you know Watts,” 
Ruskin wrote in 1857 ; “ to my mind the only real painter 
of history or thought we have in England ? A great 
fellow, or I am mueh mistaken — great as one of these 
Savoy knots of roek, and we suffer the clouds to lie upon 
loim, with thunder and famine at once, in the thick of 
them.” 

In 1867 Watts was made an Associate of the Royal 
Academy, and in the end of the same year he became a 
full R.A. Fame and fortune were now his, but they did 
not weaken the splendid energy which had carried him 
through life. Work was stUl his greatest delight and to 
the very end of his career he was busy over some high 
task. 

At eighty-two he began a bust of Lord Tennyson, 
which took five years to finish. Nothing could datmt 
his courage and he laughed at the limitations of old age. 
At dawn on 21st June 1903 he went dovmstairs saying : 
“ This is the longest day. I mean to work through it.” 
As the calendar goes, he was then eighty-six, but calendars 
are poor things to set beside a personality which time in 
vain tried to wither. 

“ Grandeur of form and dignity of line,” Watts once 
said, were the qualities at which he aimed. They appear 
very clearly in one of his later works, the famous statue. 
Physical Energy, which now stands on the Matoppo Hills. 
This statue, where a youth sits astride a restive horse, 
was only finished by Watts in the year of his death, and 
was intended as a memorial to Cecil Rhodes, whose cha- 
racter he greatly admired. 

In liis later years many honours were offered to Watts. 
He twice refused a baronetcy, and though in 1902 he 
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accepted the newly created order of O.M., all decorations 
and compliments were A^alueless in his ej^es compared Avith 
the appreciation and love of the nation to whose service 
he had devoted his art. He believed most sincerely that 
art is imperishable. "i^Tiat he had done, he had done for 
all time, and though at eighty-five he declared he was 
“ only just beginning to understand how to paint,” he 
could cast his eye over the many pictures on his walls and 
feel tliat he had never laboured meanlj^ nor worked nnth 
less than the whole of his strength. None of his gifts had 
been frittered away. Honest in his labour and noble in 
his ambition, he reaped as he had sown, and fearing nothing 
save “ an imaccomplished end ” he toiled gladly at his 
work tfil the siunmei’ of 1904., when Death gently took 
the brush from liis hand. 
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